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_ Friends 


"Ow greatlh beth the Lord appeds 
\ red" ine this day, i Taiſmg_; 
* many Inftruments to ſound forth 
= gloriows Truth'? yet many are:not ſen: 
ſible of it, nor of the great Work: he js a 
| doing, who is a "ſortinie a up bis Spiritual 
| Ki ingdow, and 7s eſtabliſhing A ighteonſs 
| meſon the Earth; and all thoſe that FT. 
poſe this Work, ſhall in bimtbe aſhamed, 
nd the Lord will co on with his Boks | 
ck ts come to reffore Man into the pri-* 
mitive purity he was firit' creattd. in 
Hers work bath + drove from: nts 
| the Earth, by reaſon of Tranſdvelſions, .- 
and been a '$, ervant to M4 je the 
ower'of Satan; end been ignorant. of the - 
Life of God, and of the ſweet refreſhneents. | 
of his Irving nes) not \knowing 1 the 
a 3 motion 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
aotions and. leadings of the Father, net> 
ther hath. his ear been oper to hear the 
voice of God, but hath been without any 
ſenſible: feeling of the Life and Fower of 
God, and had no ſavour of the things of 
God. Inthis condition is Man, that is 
drove from God in the Fall : But now 
#s the Lord comte to reſtore hin again by 


4 P_ 


to bring him agai 
which he was fit created; And this 
hath beez the Work. ofithe ſecond Adam, 
the Lord from Heaven, in all that did 


receive him, and it is. his Wh ork: at this- 


lay. The Eather of Mercy and great Com- 


Paſſion, be hath conſidered Mankind who' 


had corrupted his way, and he ſent his 


Meſſengers ta. foretell the coming of. the 


acceptable day of the Lord, and the day 
of Salvation of God, who invited all the 
hangry 


im again into Jinecercy, in 


I ne TEE THE 


bs ONE os ES 19 Da—_ 


Lean 


y front his feaful 'Efiate, he jndges he car 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


hungry and thirfly to come and drink at 
the Fointain.of Life: And this was the 
free Love of God, to help Man out of the 
Pit wherein there was no Water, and to 
offer him the Wells of Salvation to drink. 
at, that ſo he might 'be waſhed from fir 
and from ' pollution into which he was 
fallen, and could fee no deliverer, till the 
'Lord was pleafed to opex a door of Hope, 
and to ſet him free by his Sou Chriſt Je 
Jus, and to ſeve that which was loſt, and 
to bring Peace and Salvation 5. whoſe 
power is indeed as able to' cleanſe from 


|; Jo, as ever the Devils was to; defile and 


corrupt. This is true, and witneſſed by 
Jome, though many cannot believe that 
ever any can be free from fin in this life. 
Now he that is in the firſt birth, and ſees 
n0 further, but is overcome with fin daily, 
and his mind is earthly and corrupt, and 
has never known the power of God to 
work in him the New birth, and a change. 


be no otherwiſe white he'is here, and ſo 
is like a blind man, who though the Sun. 
ſhines, bebauſe he cannot ſee it, he will not 
believe that it ſhines, or that others ſee it. 


a3. Gus 


The Epiltte Dedicatory. 
Brut this muſt not make the Faith of ſome 


to be a quickring Spirit, and bave found 
hints able to ſave to the utmoſt all that 


Chriſt, and the renewing by. the Hol 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory: 


Ehoſ zuto the 1 mage of God again, which 
he ha 


be had loſt whilſt in the Tranſgreſſions 
and ſo Man comes again into unity with 


God, and to know bis voice, his motions, 


and the leadings of his Holy Spirit, which 
while be was in darkneſs, and ſerved. ſin, 


. be was woo ignorant of.. 
e 


This makes Man fruitful again unto 
God, who before was as a barren Wilder- 
weſs and whereas he was before filled 


with Darkneſs, he now comes to be-filled 


with Light and Life, and now be bath 


Viſions and Revelations of Heavenly 


things : before he was crying, There was 


vo Revelation nor Viſion, they are ceaſed 3 
whilſt night was upon him be ſaw no 
Fiſts and becauſe he ſaw no Viſion, nor 
had no anſwer from God, therefore he 
thought it was ſo with all others, and that 
Revelation and Vifion was ceaſed; and 
he meaſured all men by his dark rule, 
darkneſs being over. him , and; his eye 
EE 7 ok in Boo wit hes 
_ Whilſt he was inthe firſt birth he was 
Earthly, his mind Earthly, delighting. ix 
Farthly things; he could not then betieve 
there was any immeaiate Teachings of 

- 2 4 the 
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he Epiltle Dedicatory. 


 #he Father by his Poly Spirit, nor any en- 

Joymert of Hezurotly things 5 'nttther tras 
his eye inward, but to' an outward Tea- 
cher, ard outward Books and Writings: 
but when the  inwyrd ear (came. to be 
_ opened, aud, the day of the Lord appea- 


red w1to him," theu he heard the words of 
God, and ſaw the Vifrons of the" Almighty, | 


and then be began to praiſe the' Lord for 
his goodneſs, and for his mercies which 
03TH $901 \ 


endure for 0 -- 


. 


+ "And now being come to taſte of the 
lovitig" kindneſs of the ©Lord',-and his 
' beart being filled with Heavenly bleſſings, 
'he" miniſters forth the ſame to. others > 
' and theſe are the true Miniſters indeed, 


who' are moved by this bleſſed *pomer of 
"God to ſeek the Salvation of Souls : And: 
of this mmber was 'our dear Prother. 
Stephen: Smith, ( wbw. deceaſed) a man 
who laboutetl in faithfulneſs and conſt an- 


6y;" according to the* ability. God had 


gruex: him; to beget 'athersto the Truth ; 
and was conffant in Sufferings, in Tra- 
wvels-and Labonrs, and had a good efteemt. 
211 the hearts of many for his faithfulnefs 


tothe Lor A, as you well know, and there- 
7, >. ne WP 
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! The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
[ fr I peed not write mah concerning 

I ime , eſpecidlly ſince ſome other's have 
| written ſo largely of bim, but ſpall re- 


main, | 

"2 Your Friend and Brother ff] 
In the Everlaſting Tru ; 
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A Teſtimony of the W orkand M-:rcy 
- of God., particularly in relation 
10 6ur hk Friend Stephen Smmich 


lately. deceaſed. 
1 Who hath been pleaſed ro make 
chyice of fooliſh , weak and 
contemptible things, *o cou:2:79 the 
wiſe, and .thc things tlat ace mghty, 
to the intent that no fleſh (with its 
wiſdom and ſtrength) might glory in 
his preſence, but that his Power might 
appear in what way, manner, or Inſtru- 
ment ſoeyer he pleaſeth, how mean 
and deſpicable ſveyer they may ſcem 
to that fleſhly eye and mind that takes 
its meaſures from outward appearances, 


He moſt holy anJ wiſe God, 


and not from an inward ſolid principle 


- ſound Judgment : 1 certifie from a 
iving experience, that this moſt holy 
God hath appeared and raiſed up, many 
Witneſſes of his blefſed Powec and 
Work in our day; even perſons of va- 


 rious degrees, qualities and capacities, 
not only ſome few endowed with 


Le arn- 


Learning , natural acquirements and 
parts, but more eſpecially many of -the 
plain, fimple and unlearned, tothe 'end 


that not only his Power might the 


more appear, and fhine in its glory 
over all fleſh and the glory of taah; 
bur alſo that God in his wiſdom is gta- 
ciouſly pleaſed ro condeſcend to the 
loweſt and meaneſt capacities, in moſt 
familiar ways, to dire& his ſpeech and 
Teſtimony of Life for the reaching 
peoples ſeveral capacities and conſci- 
ences, ſo as to turn them to that prin» 
ciple of Light and Truth, which 
through Chriſt Jeſus he has placed in 
them : God hathiin our day, as in for- 
mer ages, raiſed up Plowmen, Herd(- 
men, Fiſhermen, Husbandmen, and 
ſuch like, to be experimental and more 
effetual Preachers to men of ſuch ca+ 
pacities, then Academical or School- 
men with all their Learning, acquired 
pon and School _ and with 4 


TN that truth and kmpliciry that is in 
os Chriſt | 


Chriſt Jeſus, which has been to the con- 
founding of the wiſdom of the wiſe; 
ſo that it may be: truly ſaid, where is 
the wiſe 2 where is the Scribe? where 

is the diſputer of this Warld > hath not 
God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this 
World? and not many wiſe men after 
the fleſh, not many mighty,* not many 
noble are-called, but Gad hath choſen 
the fooliſh things of the World to con- 
found the wiſe.: And although the fol- 
lowing Writings and Diſcourſes of this 
our dear and -honeſt-hearted *Friend 
Stephen Smith, now deceaſed and at 
reſt with the Lord, do not beſpeak him 

a man'educated in artificial Learning, 
Oratory and: Eloquerice, yet he was a 
ſimple, plain-hearted and ſincere man, 
to what the 'Lord made manifeſt' 1n 
him, and one thateyed the power and 
prefence of God in his Lite and Teſti- 
mony, fince the God of. all or mercies 
was graciouſly pleaſed to open his un- 


derſtanding , with 'the knowledge of 


his Divine Light and Truth; as it 1s in 
Chriſt Jeſus/our' Lord 3 he prized. it as 
his great mercy from the moſt gracious 


God, that after his long and wearifoa 


travels in many Countries, and exer> 
ciſes in the troubleſom and tofling Sea 


bf the World, he at length arrived at 
his deſired Haven of ſafety, being 
brought to know a true ſtay to his 
mind, and a quiet habitation of repoſe 
in the Sancuary and holy Tabernacle 
of him 'who dwells in the -Light, and 
hath Immortality dwelling inthe Light. 
I knew. this man from the firſt time of 
his being convinced and receiving Gods 
holy Truth, (which was in the. year 
1665.) whoin rhercy to him'ttiade me 
inſtrumental chereih 3 and when his 

underſtatiding and. heart was opened,' 
through'tthe plain/evidence arid Teſti- 
mony of the Spirit of Life, concurririg* 
with the witneſs; manifeſtation: and' 
operation thereof in- his own conſci- 
ence, (as it always doth) he received” 
the Trath in' the Love of it, atid gave 
up toobey and walk in the ſarhe;and' 
trily loved Gods faithfiil Meſſengers 
and People, how defpiſed ard ſiiffer- 
ig ſ6ever they were, and freely gave. 
tp to partake with ther of their ſuf- 
ferings,/ 


Keing "of and did likewiſe ſuffer with 
hem [bath in; Perfon and Eſtate, by 
Impriſbnments and: ſpoil-of G oods, for 
his; tender Conſcience! and Teſtimony 
onithe behalf of Chriſt Jeſus; 3 Who as 
he. gave: him a; Teſtimony. to. bear: a- 
gaia(t; all Hiceling opprefling Teachers 


and, Prieſts, who preach for Hire, and 


impoſe; that great oppreſſion and Anti 
chriſtian; yoke; of Tithes, ( according 
as he figmifics: in ſome of his Writings ) 


ſo, he -gave- up 'to: ſuffer and. endure 


Spy, rather then in the leaſt he could 
Pay- them, or. gratifie the covetous 
I ind-or reedy appetite of ſuch Shep- 
grds.as, teed themſelves; and not the 
Flack, and make 2,prey upon Þ ople; 
and with force and cruelty rule over 
Gam; And. Wen, as he was' a man 
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Lig: his days ſo God was. pleaſed: 


10:ſome meafure to endue him with: 2 
living Miniſtry, and experimental and 
MOT to tell of his good- 

fieſs; 
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neſs, and, ſpeak forth, his, praiſe i; te 
others, from an inward. ſeng&;thexehÞ] 
in himſelf, and to the comfoxt,andrans. 
couragement of many. that heardshyms 
I ſpeak what I know herein;he having 
at ſundry, times travelled; with: me in 
the work. and ſervice.of:God-in-:thei 
Goſpel of his Son Chriſt. Jeſus z; and wei 
travelled together more particularly.at> 
one time to vilit Friends;i0, Sues: 
Suſſex, and Kent, in which Journey we 
were much and often,comfextad toge- 
ther in the Lords work, and in the 
Aſſemblies of Friends, which was near 
upon a year before his deceaſe. Well 
I am ſatisfied. in my very Soul, that as\ 
he is taken away from, the 'Evil. to 
come, ſo he is entred into hisReſ,and 
has his portion with the Bleſſed that 
dye in the Lord. From a Living Re- 
membrance of this my dear Friend 
Stephen Smith, and a real ſence of. his 
Innocent Life, Spirit and Converſation; 
and in honour and due reſpe& to that 
Divitie power and work of God in 
him, I was really concerned in my Spi- 
Fit to give this precedent Teſtimony 5 
truly 


truly Aefiring and prayitig to God, that 
all Friends. profeſling the ſame Truth, 
miay-coneur, in the ſame Spirit and ex- 


attple of F aithfulneſs tothe end; even 


{Þ as to obtain the ſarhe- bleſſed end of 


the Righteous, that will crowq all our 
Eabours, Travels and Sufferings which 


in this: World we partake of, and en- 
dure for the:Teſtimony of Jeſus and of 
a good Conſtience. | 


7 am a Friend to the Trah, 
fot the $ wall of il wen, 


Fibula the 20th; G. Whitchedd. 


' day of the 1ſt. 
rhoach; 1675. 
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Suſanna Smiths Teftimony concern« 
ing ber Husband. 


 /[ Y Teſtimony for my dear Huſ- 
1V band 1s, That he was a man of 
an upright heart towards God and 
man, and hated deceit 3 he was diligent 
and faithful i in the fevice of the Lord ; 
he did ſpend and was ſpent for the 


| Everlaſting Goſpel, and is entred into 
| Reſt and Peace with the Lord for ever. 


Snſanna Smith. 


The Teſtimony that -lives in my heart 
concerning the Life and Death of that | 
holy and worthy Servant of the Lord, ' 
Stephen Smith. ; 


FN The remembrance of that holy ' 
() and worthyServant of the Lord | 

| Jeſus Chriſt, by whoſe Heaven- | 
| Iy power he was made a holy Temple ' 
for the Lord to walk in, whoſe Ear- | 
then Veſſel was filled with Gods Hea- | 
venly Treaſure, by which the Life of } 
Jeſus was made manifeſt in his mortal | 
Fleſh, ſo that the excellency was of * 
God, and tiot of man; fo that by Gods |; 
holy power he was made a perfet and | 
upright man, one that feared God, and |} 
bated all manner of Evil whereſoever | 
it did appear: And indeed | can never | 
forget him, whoſe blameleſs and inno- j 
cent Life, and holy Converſation, when' | 


he was amongſt us, it wasa good pat- þ | 
tern unto us ; for he was a man of aj : 


meek and gentle, and of a tender Spi- | 
rit, in which he was very careful and | 
tender to all in whom the leaſt appea- | 
Fance of Truth did manifeſt it (elf, for | 
which his Travels and his Labours. 
wer) 


were very great for the Truth and, 
| Chriſts ſake, in whom he was made 
| very inſtrumental, as in the hand of the 
{ Lord, that he thereby might beget a 
; People unto the Lord; being not fari(- 
! fied tocathis Bread alone, as many yet 
' living can truly teſtifie to the truth 
hereof z knowing that he was a true 
: and faithful Labourer in the glorious 
: Goſpel of our Lord and Saviour Chriſt 
' | Jeſus, for whoſe ſake he was made 
* | willing to ſuffer, for he accounted it 
| all joy that he was counted ofthe Lord 
- | worthy to ſuffer for his Name ſake 
'} who truly trampled upon #g ypts. Glo- 
| | ry, and choſerather to ſuffer afflictions 
' | with the People of God, then to enjoy 
 } the pleaſures of Sin for a ſeaſon 5 who 
| often ſaid, he accounted nothing the 
| Lord had bleſſed him withall, too deat 
"| to part withall for Chriſts and his Goſ- 
, | pels ſake ; concluding that it was but 
'| a reaſonable Sacrifice to part with Life, 
;# and all that a man hath, for Chriſts 
| ſake; and he that could not part with 
. | all for Chriſts ſake, was not worthy of 
. | him. And he was a man of a tender 
| and of a broken Spirit, and always 
> | conſtant in his Love to all his Brethren 
; b 2 n 


4n the Truth, and having a great eſteem | 
of them therein ; and whoſe care was | 
very great over all the Flock of God, | 
who was filled with the Spirit of wil. [ 
dom and underſtanding, in which he | 


truly laboured to prevent all manner 


_ of differences or diſcord that might | 
happen among Brethren; and if any | 


a 
[2h 


did happen, he was always willing to | 
compoſe and reconcile all manner of | 
differences, which would have been to :' 


the great diſhonour of the Lord an4 
his Truth, which was prevented by 
him, ſo that he.was a true Peace-maker ; 
and) he was as a Father to the Father- 


leſs, and as a Husband to the Widow; þ 
and as a Child, T have been often a par- | 
taker of his Fatherly kindneſs, and li- | 
ving ftill in the remembrance of the | 
ſame, I hope ſhall never forget but to | 


return the honour and glory to God, 


who 1s the Fountain of all our bleſſings : 
and mercies, from whence floweth all | 
our freſh Springs, 1 in and through Chriſt | 
Teſixs (the Son of Gods Love, in whom | 
was the Spring. of Life flowing i in and | 


through him, even to the great (ati(- 
faction of my 'Soul, as one that did but 
partake of the. overflowings of that 


i : ' Life, | 
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Life, in which his Soul was deeply con- 
ſolated and wrapt up in the Heavenly 
Joy of the Lord God : (o that in the 
oreatelt extremity of his weakneſs, he 
would be very often declaring of the 
great and mighty loving kindneſs of 
the Lord God, by which he was lifted 

up above the fear of death : Nor was 
he afraid of the terrors thereot, fo that 

a little before his departure, 1 being 
et with him, he being filled with 
Gods heavenly Spirit, by which he was 
enabled to pray and ſupplicate the 
Lord God of his Life, in which he was 
prailing and mag enifyi ing that holy and 
innocent Life of Teſus, ſaying, Lord and 
deareſt God, O aſſiſt in this Feavenly 
paſſage from death to life ; who being 
ſubject to the will of his Heavenly Fae 
ther, ſaid further to me, Now I am go- 
ing into my ſweet ſleep 3 ſo that he imme- 
diately and innocently laid down his 
head in perfe& peace with the Lord, 
and lives for evermore. 

O the heavenly and the bleſſed Te- 
ſtimony of the Lord God, that ſprung 
In and.through him, by a heavenly Ex- 
hortation to them that came to- viſit 
him, faying, That it was ableficd and 4 

heavenly 


heavenly thing to have the mind clear 
and holy, free from all troubles ani cum- 
bers of this evil WWorld, as he truly ſaid | 
his was 5, having all giu:n up to the will | 
of the Lord, that it might truly b: done | 
in Farth as it is in Heaven. O what a | 
blefed and a hexvenly Habitation is this | 
for the Soul of man to ret -in, which 1 
heve a fwll aſſurance of ! And a little |} 
after there cams in cne to ſee him, and *! 
he exhorted him, to dread and fear the | 
Lord God, and to repent of all bis wicked- 
neſs, whatſoever that holy and pure wit- 
222ſs in his conſcience makes manifeſt to be 
evil : So if happily he may find mercy 
with the Lord, which will be better to 
thee, ſaid he, then all the World be- 
ſides: Andalittle after came in another 
to ſez him ; ſo that the mighty power 
of the Lord God was ten and felt, 
whereby he was refreſhed again, and 
defired her to fear the Lord, that thereby 
ſhe might be preſerticd out of all evil; 
and delired her to love the Truth above 
all, for the Truth is a very precious thing 3 
and to be ſure to kzep low atid humble to it, 
and not to be high-minded, nor exalted 
above the pure of God in her conſcience, 
for that would he very hurtful. to her. 
any About 


\ About two or three days after; the 
bleſſed heavenly power of the Lord did 
ariſe in him, from which did ſpring a 
living and a heavenly Teſtimony m a 
holy remembrance of the tender deal- 
ings of the Lord with him, from his 
Childhood to this very day ; who ſaid 
to his Sons, That his days were very near 
drawing to an end; and declared, how 
that his Father and Mother caſt him off 
when he was but & little Lad - But the 
* Lord had always preſerved him, and 
his Bleſſings did always attend him, in 
raiſing him up by multiplying his Ble(- 
fings upon him, having been often in 
many great dangers and perils by Sea 
and Land: Jo, ſaid he, having my mind 
chaſt and fober to God, and having the 
fear of the L ord placed in my heart, by 
which I was preſerved out ofevil, and do- 
ing the thing that was right in the ſight 
of the Lord; ſo that I found favour of the 
Lord, aud gained the love and favour of 
al] people, ini dealing juſtly and truly with 
all people, not wronging any man. So this 
in charge he gave to his Sons, That they 
tight always be kept chaſt and fober i: 
their minds, having always their minds 
to the fear of the Lord placed in their 


hea rts, 


hearts, that thereby they might be preſer- 
ved out of evil, and doing always that 
that is just and right; and to be ſure to 
be courteous and kind to all, loving the 
ood in all, and bearing their Teſtimony 
againſt the evil in all whereſoever it doth 
appear. And whenſoever ( (aid he) you 
go abort that which is weighty, take coun-: 
ſel of good and ſound Friends , ſothat all 
things may be done to the honour and glo- 
ry ofthe Lord and his bleſſed Truth in 
which your bleſſings are all yea and Amen. 
And adviſed them , z20f to run into the 
Cumbers of the World, but to wait upoz the 
Lord, and he will find out a way for theme 
in his time: For the Lord ((aid he) js. 
a calling and taking me out and from all 
Tronbles and Cumbers, from the evil that 
Zs a coming upon this wicked World , in 
a good time wherein 1 am aſſured of that 
ſound and perfe® peace , wherein my 
Sonl reſteth with the Lord for evermore 3 
fo that T have no more to do now, but de- 
fire the Lord to make my paſſage eafie ts 


his Heavenly Rel. 
William Lickfold. | 
He was born the 19th. of He departed this Life 
the 9th, Month 1623: the 224 aay of the 


7th, Month 1698; 
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Iaiah 26; 11. 
Lord, when thy hand is lifted up, they wil not 
ſee : but they ſhall ſee, and be aſhamed for 
their Envy at 2 the People, 


Verſe 12. 
Lonk thou wilt ordain Peace for us 1 for thou 
haſt wrought all our works in is. 
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A Teftimony for the T RUTH, 
and againſt Deceit and De- 
ceivers, with 4 Reproof unto 
thoſe who are not faithful to 
the Truth which they are Cons 


winced of. 
FE Lord in his great love arid ten- 

der mercy to' viſit many who 
have been lotig covered- with Dark- 
neſ3, and drawn by the Subrilty of the 
Serpent, working in a Myſtery within, 
and without in his Inſtruments, from 


Or as much as it hath pleaſed the 


; enjoying that Love and: great Riches 


which is-declared of in the Scriptures 


| of Truth, which ſhould- be revealed in 


the latter dayes, in his Everlaſting and 


| Uncharigeable Covenant z\ which Pro- 
| miſe of the Lord mariy: who had true 


breathifhg after him, and could not be 
Cm— with feeding with Swine upon 
A 2 yon 
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Husks, but truly breathed after Living 
Refreſhment, and after that Bread 
which nouriſheth that Birth which is 
Eternal, and have delighted in the 
righteous Judgmentsof the Lord, over 
the Enemy and Oppreſſor of mans Sou], | 
through which Judgments the Love #| 
of Gad hath greatly been manifeſt, ha- | 
ving thereby brought to the know- *! 
ledge of his Everlaſting and Unchang- | 
able Truth, to the exceeding great re- | 
freſhment and ſatisfaction of the Souls 
of many thouſands, who have earneſtly 
deſired the ſime before the World and 
all its g'ory 3: and having received the | 
ſame, m the Loveof it, and known | 
Freedom by it, in the Injoyment of 
the ſame,do meet together,as the man- 
ner and practice was of thoſe who lived 
in the Fear and Dread of the Lord in 
the Primitive times; ſo now in the 
pure Fear and Obedience to. the juſt 
and equal requirings of this Creator, Þ q, 
(whoſe Wayes are Equal, Right and [+ 
. Juſt) meets together to- wait on him, [3 
.to the end they may be refreſhed and 
;fed with the ſame Bread of Lite, m 


A T:ittmoiy fo2 the Truth. 3 
{o the Plant which the Lord hath plan- 
ted may grow, ihat ſo they may be 


4 changed from glory to glory, till at 
length they may come to bear the 
| Image of the Heavenly, whereas fot- 
! merly they have born the Jmage of the 
* Earthly ; and thoſe who fo meet the 
* Spirit of Truth , can truely ſay they 
never waited on the Lord in vain, 
but do witneſs true refreſhment from 

| the God of Love, whether a word be 


vos —- [= -- 0 »* Mn; 1A. . 5. oa _ 


ſpoken in their Meetings or no; fo 
that they can truly ling in their Spirits 


| of Mercy with Judgments, and hath 
Z not executed Judgment without Mer- 
| cy, in which hath greatly appeared 


his wonderful Love'to loſt Mankind, 
of which great and unſpeakable Love, 
there are to this day (to the Glory and 


| Praiſe of his great Name, even from 


his own Works ) thouſands of Living 
Witneſſes, and hundreds have Jaid 
down their Lives in Naſty Holes, and 
Stinking Priſons, and many have been 


{Baniſhed, and many have ſuffered cruel - 


Mockings , and many thouſands the 


PPpolling of their Goods, whoſe Righte- 
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ous Teſtimony through the Eternal 
Spirit of Love and Truth they have 
gladly born in this Day of Gods Power, 


ro the exceeding Comfort and Refreſh- | 


ment of all that are faithful Followers 


of the Lamb, but is, and ſhall be to © 
the aſtoniſhment of all who perſiſt in | 
their Diſobedience againſt the Spirit | 
of Truth, and continue in their Rebel- | 
lon againſt it, and this righteous Teſti- | 
many, through all who are true Wor- | 
ſhippers in the Spirit and Truth , who | 
are led and guided in alltheir ways by 7 
the Spirit of Truth , being Sons and | 
Daughters of the Living God,ſo great- | 
ly beloved by him ſo thoſe that touch | 


them in a wrongful manner do touch 
the Apple of his Eye, who created all 
things for his Glory ; z and though his 
Mercy 1s great 1g not executing Judg- 
ment ſpeedily, but gives ſpace and 


time of Repentance; yet if they mind | 
1tnot, but let the Day of Gods Love| 


paſs over their heads, that Terrible 
Voice they ſhall hear ,, My Spirit ſhal 
ſtrive ro more, Jet Fleſh know that it's 
but Graſs, and when yg. Spirit. of mg 
Lor 


28 if J=_ k. i wa w wa M 


— 2 Rn 6 4 ow WP: > -9 --9 


| Lord bloweth upon it, it ſhall fade as 
| a Flower, and that in a moment when 
! his Anger is kindled, which may be 
} when the Worker of Imiquity 1s in the 
| height of his vain glory, and greateſt 
7 boaſting : ſo as that: righteous Teſt: - 
! mony ( through all who are in the 
# true Innocent Seed, unto which all the 
Bleſſings and the Promiſes of the Lord 
! are) doth ſtand as a true Witneſs of 
the Lords great Love in this day 
; wherein he is making known his great 
E Power againſt all Workers of Iniqui- 
ty, and unrighteous Aﬀtions, and de- 
 ceitful Workers, who can feign and 
E flatter with all} forts of dcbauched 
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Perſons, and all diſſembling Hypo- 
cxites, Perſons of unſtable minds, joyn- 
ing with the cunning, twiſting , twi- 
ning Serpent, in all its appearances, in 
their earthly , ſenſual, and: devillifh 


| wiſdom, being in the Adultrous who- 
| riſh ſpirit degenerated from the Spirit 


of Truth, holding a Profeſſion of the 
Faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt with re- 
ſpe - of Perſons , receiving honour, 
and giving honour, according' to the 

| A 4 Cuſtoms 
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Cuſtoms and vain Traditions of the | 
World, by which means they have no | 
knowledge of that Honour which 1s 
from Above : Yet. notwithſtanding 
theſe great Abominations which they 
commit in the fight of the Lord , and 
all them which live in their faithful 
Teſtimony againſt them, yet they lean 
- upon the Lord, and think there ſhall 
come no evil upon them ; but except 
ſuch do ſpeedily repear, and turn from 
their Abominartions, and bow to. the 
righteous Teſtimony of God in them, | 
which ſhews them the deceitfulneſs of | 
their hearts,ta the end they may above, | 
and before all, deſire a clean heart, 
and a right Spirit, that ſo they may 
be ſingle hearted toward their Crea- 
tor, and all men ; which, except that 
be known, the Lerd will ſend a day 
upon them, wherein ſhall be weeping, - | 
and howling, and bitter Lamentation z 
and their Torment ſhal! be ſo great, | 
that 1n the Morning they ſhall wiſh it. 

were Night, and at Night chey ſhall 
. wiſh for Morning, and many {halldefire 
Death rather then Lice - $9 I greatly 
defir re 
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deſire that all People would mind, in 
coolneſs, how it ſtands between them 
and their Creator, and deal impartial- 
ly with themſelves, for, of a certain, 
Cod will not be mocked, but ſuch as 
they ſow, ſuch they muſt reap: So all 
mind the Fear of the lord is to depart 
from Evil , that ſo the Curſe of the 
Lord may be done away, and his 
Fleſſing known and received. | 
And thoſe that come amongſt the 
Poſleſlors of the Truth , who have 
heard the ſound of it, and lo a belief 
is raiſed in their hearts, that God is 
found by them that diligently ſeek him 
in the Way of Truth 3 many there be 
that are thus perſwaded, and ſo fre- 
quent Meetings (togerher with them 
that are inthe work of Truth in a 
bareProfeſſion of Trath never through- 
ly given up to the end that Truth may 
be their Gzide 1n all their wayes, but 
come and fits down with ſome reſerve 
in their Hearts, which they covet to 
keep, as Achandid the goodly Baby- 
loniſh Garmenr, which was appointed 
for the Fire; but for fo doing the 
Curſe 
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Curſe of the Lord followed him,though 
his covetouſneſs was a trouble to the 
Children of Iſrael for a time, yet at 
length God made it maniteſt; and ſo 
© will the Lord da thoſe who. comes a- 
mongſt Friends with a reſerve in their 
hearts; that which 1s appointed far 
the Fire, they that covet to Keep, not- 
_ withſtanding the many Precious Meet- 
ings they come to, and hear their con- 
ditions plainly laid open to them, yet 
ſft5ll confulting with Fleſh and Blood, 
which will never yield that true obe- 
dience ſhould be given to the Lord, 
ſo cannot amend, bur continue inthe 
ſame courſe of Ltfe;for not taking heed 
to. the Councel of the Lord, nor giv- 
ing wholly up to be guided by the 
Spirit of Truth; ſuch are not in the 
the Way of Truth, but fit down as 
Branches by thoſe of the Vine ; but 
their Fruit doth manifeſt them: for 
thoſe that deals ſo deceitfully- with 
thew own Hearts, how can it be ex- 
pected they ſhould be true to others? 
ſoſuch becomes an ill ſavour to. Truth, 
as longlas they continue fo, and a _ 
| | then 
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{ then and a trouble to them that are in 
| the way of growing in the Truth; but 
| Jet them know who harden their hearts 
{ againſt Reproof, and though they do 
| come amongſt them thar live in the 
{ Fear and Dread of the Lord, and (6 
meet together that they may receive a. 
continual ſupply of the Bread of Life, 
and enjoy the preſence of the Lord 3 
yet their ſo coming with a reſerve in 
their heart, they cannot profit by it : 
So at length, ſeeing they cannot bring 
the: Way of the Lord to their way, 
they begin to grow cold in meeting, 
and ſo by degrees the Enemy draws 
out the mind, and then gets room for . 
his conlultations, and ſo perſiwades 
them to wait no longer , but that all 
Places are alike : and ſo at length ſome 
get into the Maſs-Houſe, with other _ 
filly People laden with fins, ever learn- 
ing , and never able to come to the Truth 
and begin to perſwade themſelves, 
C or the Enemy of their Sauls j/per- 
(wades them ) that there is a little dif- 
rence in the Declaration of the. Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt and Antichrift ; their 
words, 
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words, ſay they, are all good, and (fo 
begin to build Babe! again, having 
rejefted that Love which did appear 
for their Everlaſting good , having 
choſen to pleaſe themſelves in ſome + 
ſmall thing , which they could not 
part with, though no, better then a 
Meſs of Pottage, for which many 
have ſold an Eternal Mmheritance ; ſo 
with Caiz they are in the Curle, wan- 
dering up and down in that which is 
curſed of the Lord, and not beloved 
of good men; ſo the Lord hath dealt 
juſtly in making them manifeſt , 7hey 
went out jrom ws, becauſe they were not 
of #s, but their reward will follow 


_ - them, Andmany others there be that 


- come to Meetings , and hear Truth 
declared often, and confeſſeth its the 
Truth, but when they lee , if they 
come to obey, they muſt take up a 
Croſs to Fleſh, either in denying to 
fear man, or elſe hazard of loſing 
Goods, and ſome their Companions - 
and Acquaintance, (though it may be 
in iniquity) and ſuch hke Baits the 
Enemy of mans Soul hath ready, for 
that. 
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that mind which is willing ro catch 
at them, to' ſave that alive which is 
in the Cusſe ; ſo ſometimes they come, 
and ſometimes they ſtay away, and 
then:come again, and the Enemy of 


| their Souls gets a wound now and 


i 


then 3 but for want of giving up, at 
length the Enemy begins to be whole 
again, and ſo the Spirit of the Lord 
is grieved and quenched by degrees, 
and the Enemy grows ſtronger and 
ſtronger ; and at length he gets theſe 
Reaſons in the Creature , becauſe rhe 
Enemy knows many Will not be ſa- 
tisfied without ſome plauſible Regſon :; 
ſo he tells many, why thou art bur a 
poor Creature, or you are but poor 
Creatures, and what can you do with- 
out power ? ſo here the willing mind 
readily catches at this bait : and then 
when they are asked , why they give 


not up, Oſaythey , we want power, 


O that I had but power to do ſo and 
ſo, how joyful ſhould T be; and ſuch 
hke ſtuff the Enemy furniſbeth them 


Wwithall, who are willing to receive it, 


and in the mean time ſhght the ap- 
pearance 
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pearance of Chriſt, (the Light, in| 
whom Power 1s received) by grieving} 
and quenching his Holy Spirit of Truth, 
in which is the greateſt manifeſtation | 
of Love that God could beſtow on loſt | 
Mankind, in making manifeſt his Son | 
in their hearts,for the redeeming them | 
up unto himſelf, out of their Joſt con- | 
dition, in the nature of Adam in the 
fall, up into the Nature of the Second | 
Adam, which never fell: but how is| 
this Love of God ſlighted by thoſe || 
who thus wilfully yield to the Ene- 
my of their Souls, and rejeQing- the | 
Lorg{ who. fearcheth the Heart and | 
tryeth the Reins, and then ſay: they | 
want power 3 and its true, when peo- | 
ple have given themſelves up to the 
power of the Enemy, whoſe nature 1$ 
to do all the hurt he can, they may 
well ſay thenthey want power to do 
good, that being difeſteemed and ac- | 
counted of as a thing of nought, hav- | 
ing caſt behind them the great Love of 
God in his Son, and embraced ſome- 
thing which the Enemy hath ſet be- 


fore them, as ſome glory in the _nd. 
an 
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and the like 3 but as he was alwayes 
a Lyar, (the Devil }) ſo will he be 
found in this 3 for inſtead of giving 
them the glory of the World, ke 1s 
fitting them. for Gods Wrath and In. 
dignation, that ſo when he 1s caſt out 
of thoſe more upright hearts, and 
more thankful, that he may poſſeſs 
thoſe Swimih natures, and ſo throw 
them headlong into a Sea of Deſtruci- 
on, wWhith others of the like bad na- 
tures, of whom [ ſhall ſay ſomething. 
Thoſe are they which have heard 
and (ſeen ſomething of Truth, by read- 
ing Books, or ſpeaking with fome in 
the Truth, whoſe words being ac- 
companied with power, proceeding 
from the Spirit of Truth, they not hav- 
ing been able to reſiſt, -but ſtanding 
over them , queſtionings and reaſon- 
ing have been raiſed in them concer- 
ning their buildings , whether or no 
they be upon the right Foundation ; 
but that being catch'd too, which ſhews 
them their conditions fo plain, that 
they have no aſſurance ef their well- 
being:, but. in doubting, and reaſon- 
| ings, 


x4 ATeſfittony fo! the Truth. 
' ings, and fears, through which ſecret- 
ly torment doth ariſe ; but their minds | 
being from him thar ſhews them their | 
- conditions, which, though It be the | 
greateſt. Love that God could beſtow | 
on Joſt Mankind, yet in thar it brings a | 
| Croſs to fleth , ſeeing plainly that if | 
they hearkento it, they muſt forſake | 
all their vain Cuſtoms and Traditions | 
"of the World, with all its Luſts and 
- Vanities 3 theſe things not agreeing # 
with Fleſh and Blood, - which they are | 
conſuſting, the mind being drawn from. | 
the Witneſs for God in their hearts, | 
| by their wilful yielding to the Enemy 
of their Souls, who 1s alwayes ready | 
. with his Baits to betray them who de- | 
fire eale in the Fleſh, and whoſe minds 
are out in ſtudying Arguments to keep 
them in the (ame, the ſubtle Serpent 
being here at work, to the end that 
the Creature may partake of his Table, | 
for he knows that then they cannot 
partake of Gods Table, as the Scrip- 
tures of Truth declares; fo at his 
Table he hands out curious words, in 
Prayers, and hanging down the _ 
= ike 
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. | likea Bullruſh, and with feigning'and 
| flattering wordsto all ſorts of Deceit- 
| ful Workers, and do:h help to turn 
* and wind al] ſorts of Worſhip, which 
the Beaſtly Nature (ets up, and ſo tells 
| them there is Fleſh as well as Spirit to 
! be ſatisfied, and that they muit hve 
| in ſin, as long as they have a being 
here; and to others, whoſe natures 
E beinclined to Luſt, he provides plen- 
| tiful Diſhes for them 3 and others, who 
| are diſpoſed to Drunkenneſs, he di- 
{ rects them to Companions, and op- 
| portunity 3 and at his Table are va- 
| riety of Diſhes for the Covetous man, 
! or Proud, High, Heady, Boaſter, Cur- 


. | fer, Ranter, for all ſorts that will come 


to his Table, he hath curious Diſhes 


10 a plenteous manner, and 1n all theſe 
he promiſes content and fatisfattion 3 
but as he ever was, ſo he 1s, and ever 


Þ will be a Lyar; for let thoſe ſpeak who 
| hath fed moſt piencaful at his Table, 


if ever they were ſatisfied, but that 
the more they fed the more hungry 
they were ; let all theſe foremention- 
ed, and Gamſters ſpeak for themſelves, 

B and 
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and Thieves, and Murtherers, and the | 
like. But in ſome he works more ina | 


Myſtery, and furmſheth his Table with 
curious words, ' and fo feeds them, and 
decks them ; but alwayes at his Table 


he hath this Diſh for all ſorts of Pro- | 
fellors and Prophane, that they mult | 
live in Sin, in thisLifez this 1s, as it | 
were a Chain, by which he holds all | 
(that will believe (o,) faſt to his Table; | 
and then let them be as rich as they | 
will, in comprehending, and getting | 
into the Braim- -knowledge the Scrip- | 
tures,and outward Learning,ſo though | 
the work grows ſo high in the My- | 
ſtery of Intquity , that the Enemy of | 


the Soul hath exalted himſelf above all 
that 1s called God, and ſo makes a 
ſhew in fine words, and in long Prayers, 
and in curious Arts : ; yet whilſt he can 
keep them in his Chain to his Table, if 
they cannot have eaſe in profeſſing in 
one Seq, he will give them leave to 
profe(s in another Sect; and if that 
will not ſerve he will give them leave 
to g0 into the profeſſion of Truth it 


ſelf; and further,to meet together with 
them 


SS ST. 
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them in the Truth, any thing but 
hearing the Voice of the Son of God, 
and obeying, which brings to the 
Table of God, and ſo overthrows his 
Table; ro any thing but this hits Chain 
will reach : Now, as to what is-before, 
thole that have ſcen ſomething of 
Truth, and ſome trouble hath by rea- 


fon hawet riſcn in them, but for love 


of a little eaſe to the fleſh, ſuch their 
minds being out, willingly goes 1nto 
the Devils Chain, and ſo feeds at his 
Table, where they are furniſhed with 
Arguments againſt the Spirit of Truth 


| manifeſted to lead and to guide into 


all truth, and fo out of Sin, which is 
the Devils Chain; but being thus fur- 
niſhed according to their hearts Juſt, 
being in the Adulterous Spirit, takes 
all occaſion to ſpeak evil of Truth, 
and them that are in it, who are true 
Worlhippers of the Lord, according to 
his Will, in Spirit and Truth ; ſo the 
god ofthe World having blinded their 
minds, an evil eye gets out , and this 
watches for the halting of them who 
are in Iruth; and when the juſt hand 
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of God is gone our, in making mani- 
feſt ſome who have been in the pro- 
feſhon of Truth , who have hardned 
their hearts againſt reproof, till at 
length their hypocrific and guile is 
made manifelt ; on which, they here- 
by take occalion to ſpeak evil of the 
Way of the Lord, and them that are 
init, the Enemy of their Souls giving 
them thereby ſome eaſe for the preſent ; 
but it laſts not long , but the Fame of 
Truth 1s founded 1n their ears again, 
by the Witneſs of God within, orelfe 
from thoſe in whom it dwells without 
them; then the Lamb riſeth, and gives 
torment again, and their Coverings be 
toonarrow, and will not ſerve them, 
neither ſhall they ; Io to the Rebellious 
( hildren,, ſaith the Lord , that take | 
Counſel, but not of me, and that cover 
with 4 COVEring, but not with my Spirit - 
So all unrighreons Coverings which: 
people of unſtable minds are under, 
the Wo of the Lord is againſt, ſo what 
will become of them that are under 
them 2? O that men would in coolneſs 
conſider, whoſe day of Gods Vilita- 
10 
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_ tion in Loveis not paſt, leaſt by their 
often provocations, he 'vilits 1n his 
| great diſpleaſure, and ſays, Ay Spirit 
| is weary with ſtriving, it ſhall ſtrive 10 

| more © now forthe ſakes of many who 

{ haveyet true Breathings after Living 


\ | Refreſhment, andare willing to take 


| up Chrifts Yoke and Burthen, and to 
| follow him that is meek and lowly in 
heart, that ſo they may reſt for their 
Souls ; for their ſakes I (hall give a brief 
Relation of the Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
of the Miniſters of Antichriſt : Firſt, 
The Miniſters of Chriſt muſt know 
Chriſt, and fee him, and believe on 
| him, 7oh. 6. 40. But ſome will ſay, 
Who 1s there that knows not Chriſt? 
Doth not all that can read ſee what 1s 
| writ of himin the Scripturesof Truth ? 
Andis not the Chriſt which you mean, 
| who ſuffered without the Gates of 
h} Zernſalem, andthe hke? Yes, we do 
own the ſame Chriſt, and that which 
the Scriptures do declare of him is 
true, and we do expect no other; but_ 

to know him no further then the re- 
port of him, (though that be true) 


B J , 
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this is but a poor knowledge , which 
the Workers of Iniquity have, of all 
ſorts, that lives vilbly in orols and 
' manifeſt Sins; and notwithſtanding 


that knowledge, yet live and abound , 


In the ſame fo that knowledge only 


(though that, as I have ſaid, be true) | 
. is not ſufficient to fit a man to be a : 
Miniſter of Chriſt : But ſaith the dili- | 
gent Enquirer, What knowledge then | 
is nccellary for a Miniſter of Chriſt 2 | 
To know him as he is the Myſtery hid | 
from Ages and Generations, but now | 


is made manifeſt to his Saints : to know 


what is- the Riches of the Glory of | 
this Myſtery among the Gentiles,whzch | 
#s Chriſt in you the F'ope of Glory, Collol. | 
x. 26, 27. To know him as he 1s a Co- | 
venant given to the People, and a | 
Light to enlighten-them , manifeſted | 
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within them, to give the knowledge | 
of God ; and to know that he 1s the | 
Light of the World, and how -he hath | 
enlightned every man that comes 1ato | 
the World: to know him to be = | 


Word in the Hgart and Mouth : 
God: 


know him to be the Reconciler bo | 
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God : to know him to be the Anoint-.. 
ing, which 1s true, and teacheth all 
things : to know him to be the Spt- | 
rit of Truth, which is manifeſt to lead 
and to ouide i into all Truth : to know 
Chriſts Fleſh, and what it is to eat it: 
to know Chriſts Blood , and what it is 
to drink it : but ſome will fay all this 
may be read in the Scriptures : But 
by the way, though the words may 
be read in the Scriptures of Truth, yet 
the knowledge of the Viyſtery which 
is declared of in thoſe words, is not 
attainable by reading them: But be- 
cauſe ſome are willingly ignorant, and 


= ſo defiresto be, rather then to have 


true wiſdom in Gods way , and fo 
ſtumbles at all ; Iſhall ſay a little con 
cerning ſeeing 'the Son, which 1s ne- 
ceſlary for a Miniſter of Chriſt : Firſt, 
To ſee him to be the great Love of 
God manifeſted to convince of Sin : to 
ſee him to be the wonderful Power 
of God, and how that he died, to the 
end, that whether we fleep or m_ 
we ſhould live together with him: 

ſee him as he was manifeſt to deſtroy 
B 4 the 
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- the Works of the Devil : to ſee him 


to be the great Myſtery of Godlineſs, 
God manifeſt in the Fleſh; and much 
more might be ſaid of the knowledge | 
and (ight which a true Miniſter of | 
Chriſt hath, but what hath been ſaid | 
is enough to ſatisfie the truly hungring | 
and thirſting Soul ; but the full loath F 
the Hony-Comb: But is this all theup- | 
right-hearted ſay? Nay, they that | 
thus have obtained mercy to have the | 
knowledge of what is above declared, | 
mult receive it in the love of it, and | 
this Love of God thus manifeſted # 
in them they muſt give up to obey, | 
being his Everlaſting and Unchange- | 
able Covenant, which is the Key of | 
knowledge, manifeſted to rend the | 
Vail, and to break the Chain of Dark- | 
neſs, and to open the Myſteries of 
the Scriptures of Truth, and to give 
the. knowledge of God, whom to 
know 1s Eternal Life ; ſo Iniquity be- | 
ing taken away, and Sin being purged | 
through the knowledge of Chriſt, | 
who is the Power of God, and God | 
known to walk, and to dwell in them 
| through 
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| through the Son of his Love, who is 


(4 5 


Gods Righreouſneſs, as God hath ſaid, 
1 will dwell in you, and walk in you: 
The Eye of the Underſtanding being 
thus opened , and the Revelation-of 
Chriſt being dayly.witnefled to fit and 
to furnith them with Wiſdom from 
above, to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon un- 
to all conditions; being thus filled 
with the Love of God, and his Glo- 
rious Appearence, a conſtraint Iying 
upon them, through the Power of 
God that dwells in them, and from 
the great Love of God in the ſame, 
ſuch cannot be filent , nor eat their 
Morlel alone ; but the Love of God 
doth conſtrain them who have Wives, 
and Children, and Eſtates, and (eve- 
ral others that have no Wives: and | 
Children, to leave their Callings, and 
{ſeveral Imployments , and go abroad 
as Sheep among Wolves, to declare 
this great and unſpeakable Love, to 
the end, That People may be turned 
from Darkneſs to I ight, and from Sa- 
tarrs power, to the Power of God , that 
others may partake of the ſame Love 

| of 
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of God in his Son Chriſt Jeſus with 
them : But for this their love , how | 
Barbarouily and Cruelly they have 
been uſed, many having finiſhed their 
Teſtimony in Naſty Holes, and Pri- | 
ſons, and other great Cruelties, which | 
would be too long to relate; fo theſe | 
thus furniſhed with the Love and | 
Power of God, and being obedient | 
to the ſame, being Learned men in | 
the Book of Life ; theſe are not to 
take with them Scrip nor Purſe, fo as | 
to be careful of Earthly things, (but as 
they have received freely , do Mini- | 
ſter freely) but into what houſe they | 
come, where this great Love is anſwer- | 
ed, in the ſame Love of God in mea- | 
ſure, what things ſuch (et before them, | 
for neceſſity they eat and drink, and | 
the like, ſeeing it comes from their 
Fathers Love: but when they come 
into a place and cannot ſee, in the | 
Counſel of the Lord, that that Love is 
anſwered in which they come, there | 
they cannot receive, though in never | 
ſo much neceſtity. True,ſay ſome, theſe | 


are fit Quahfications for a Miniſter of 
Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt 3 but be- there any ſuch 


| now adays? How .doft thou know 
them? Yes, I do teſitjfie, as thouſands 


befide my ſelf are ready to give the 


| ſame teſtimony, that ſuch Miniſters, 
| qualified, as before-mentioned , there 
| be many in this Day of Gods Power : 
But how do you know, may ſome ſay ? 
{ 1 anſwer, By turning us to the great 
| and unſpeakable Love of God mani- 
! feſted in our hearts, which ſhews us 
| our conditions, how it ſtood between 
& us and our Creator, as it had done 
* long before, but we knew not that that 
= was the appearance of the Son of Love, 
Z till thoſe who had taſted, handled, ſeen 
| and feltthe powerful working thereof - 
| told us; but told ns alſo, the firſt ſtep 

mult be through Judgment ; ſo a be- 


lief thereof being rared, and a clean 
and a perfect obedience yielded to it, 
we in time found 1ts/power 1n us, 'Open- 
Ing the Eye of our Underftandings, 
and revealed the man of $m; and fo 
came the knowledge of the Spirit of 
Truth to be reveated gm us, and by 
it we had a fight of the unfrunful 

Works 
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Works of Darkneſs without in his In- | 
ſtruments, and the fight of the Spirit | 
of Truth , and thoſe that were Mini- | 
ſters of it: But notwithſtanding this F 
Teſtimony, if fome ſhould be hard to | 
believe, let ſuch deal ſo ingeniouſly | 
with their own Souls, as to go and | 
hear, and try, with a fingle heart, and | 
hold faft that which is good; and this | 
1s defired, to the end that others may | 
be partakers of the ſame Love of God, | 
and of their aſſurance of their being | 
reconciled unto him through his Son, | 
to whom be glory for ever. Now there | 
being a necefiity that the Miniſters of | 
Chriſt ſhould be qualified, as is before | 
- mentioned, the Miniſters of Antichriſt | 
may be eafily known ; but for the ſakes 
of {ſuch afore-mentioned , I ſhal) lay 
down ſome marks of them : Firſt, They 
are ſuch who never knew the Son of 
God in the Everlaſting and Unchang- | 
. able Covenant manifeſted in them, to | 
not learned men in the Book of Life, | 
but are alienated from the Life of God, 
through the ignorance that is in them, 
knowing him manifeſted in them, who 

18 
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E 5s Tofallible, but in their fallible wiſ- 


dom, by the Art of Tongues, gets the 
Prophets, Chriſts, and the Apoſtles 


E words, and ſomething out of Hea- 
then Authors, and (ſo in their vain ima- 
Z ginations patches up anothers Dil- 
Z courſe ; and ſo for the love they have 
Z for their god which is their Belly, 
E they ſell their Artatas dear a price as 
| they can, for ſeveral hundreds by the 
Z year, ſome for more, and ſome for leſs, 
{ butallas dear as poſſiblez as I heard 
Z aPrieſt ſay-once, if it were not for 
© Tythes who as would ſhould preach 
Z for him : but this being ſo well known 
| to all, that its alone for their. god, 


whichis their Belly, that their Mouths 
is opened, there is little need to ſpeak 
of that, theſe being Sayers, but not 
Doers, (o not accepted of God ; theſe 
are they which run and are not (ent, 


| which {peaks a divination of their own 


Brain, fo not like to profit the peo- 


| ple, you may read of them at large 


Ezekiel the thirteenth, read the. Chap- 
ter; from ſuch Prieſts and Prophets as 
theſe is Profaneneſs gone forth in alt 

the 
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the Land, read Jeremiah the twenty | 
third; ſo they are ſufficiently markt 
out in. the Scriptures of Truth. But 
ſome ſay, we know all the Prieſts now 
adays are bad enough, and the ſmooth- | 
e{t of them preach for filthy lucre (ake, 
but they ſpeak good words; fo weff 
may dogs they ſay, and as they do: 
O fool people, 1s it not becauſef| 


you love ſuch eafie Prophets, whoſ 
ſpeak peace to you in your Sins, that 
you thus ſpeak 2 have you not heard 
what the Scriptures of Truth ſayes ? 
Do men gather Grapes of thorns, or Figs 


of Thiſtles ? By their Fruits you may 
know them : Should we not count him | 
a very Fool that ſhould go look for 
Figs on Thiſtles, or ſweet water out of 
a bitter Fountain ? What if they ſhould 
ſay the Lord lives, that 1s a true ſay- 
ing to them which know it 1n them: 
{ſejives; butits a Lye to them who ſay 
it, and know the contrary in them 
but theſe Prieſts which Preach for Hire, 
cry peace to men whilſt they put un 
to their Mouths, to the end their god 
may be ſupplyed , which cauſes and 
con- 
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| conſtrains their Mouths to be open; 
| but in caſe you deny to put into their 


Mouths, then Demetrizs like, prepares 


| War; crying out, we have a Law, 


and if you won't pay, we will make 


| you pay: But by the way, what com- 
| pulſive Law of men doth Chriſts Mint- 
*F ſtersuſe, or were they to uſe ? prove 
any fuch thing in the Scriptures of 
{ Truth, that they were to compel any 
| man to give to them: Now, if God 
| hath appointed no ſuch Maintenance 
| by his Righteous Covenant and Law z 
{ Is it not ſtealth in his fight , to com- 
| pel and take that by mans Law, which 
| God hath not appointed in his Law ? 


Look about you Prieſts, for the Righ- 
teous Judge will fit in Judgment, and 
to the Lambs Bar to give an account 
you mult come, and then the twiſting 
Serpent will ſtand you in no ſtead, but 
all things will be laid bare before you, 
what eſteem .you have of your god, 
which 1s your Belly, for the ſerving of 
which, how have you yielded unto the 
lying Spirit , and ſolike Ahabs Pro- 
phets perſivaded and inſtigated many 
." "7; © 
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to goon 1n the Perſecution, though to 
their deſtruction. Have you not told 
the Magiſtrates that the Quakers are 
Ring-Leaders of Faction , though you 
never come to their Meetings, nor 
never examined the cauſe why they 
diſſented from you ; nor never heard 


that they went abont to diſturb or | 
moleſt any of their outward enjoy- | 
ments, but barely becauſe they bore a | 


faithful Teſtimony againſt the twiſting 


twining Serpent, the great Enemy of if 


mans Soul ; which Spirit of Error 
your god cannot be ſerved without: 


ſo a great ſtir and ado you make, in 


| being Inſtruments of caſting into Pri-| 


ſon, haling and tearing away the Goods, 
and the like ; from thoſe who lives 
in the Fear and Dread of the God Al- 
mighty, and in peace with men though 
10 enmity with the Serpent , the Ene- 
my of mans Soul - ſo 1n the Innocent 
Blood which hath been ſhed in Naſty 
Holes, and Stinkiug Priſons , cries a- 
loud unto the Righteous Judge ef 
Heaven and Earth, who is Lord of all, 
who created all at his plea{ure, and 

| can 
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can deſtroy all in the ſame; thoſe that 
be innocent , out of the revengeful 
ſpirit, have committed themſelves, 


| and ſo cannot uſe any compulſive way, 


with Weapons that are Carna], but in 
plain Demonſtratian and Power of the 


| Spirit of Truth, and their innocent 


Cauſe to the Judge of all they have 


| committed, to be cleared in his will 
E and time, who will aſſuredly do it. 


But further, to clearthat you are the 


Miniſters of Antichriſt ; if, notwith- 


ſtanding what is declared, any yet 


| be in doubt : Hedrken what Chriſt 


ſaith to the Wicked, T was an hungry, 


| and ye gave me no meat : TI was thirſty, 


and ye gave me no drink: I was a 


ſtranger, and ye took me not in : naked, 


and ye cloathed me not : fick, and 
in priſan, . and viſited me not. Then 
ſhall they alſo anſwer him,ſaying, / ord, 
wher ſaw we thee an hungred, or thirſty, 
or 4 ſtranger, or ſick, or in priſon, and 
did not miniſter untothee ? Then {hall 


| be anſwer them, ſaying, Verily , 7 (ay 


unto you, inaſwmmch as ye did it not to + 
one of the leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to 
J C | 


mes 
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Me 5; and theſe ſhall go away into ever: 
laſting puniſhmcat , Matth. 25. In the 
ſame Chapter he ſhews the Righte-ſ 
ous mans Jove, and his reward; andf 
how did they expreſs their love to 
Chriſt? Did they do it in (peaking 
great words of his Name 2 No, as youf 
may read, they viſited his Brethrenf 
in their neceſſities: ſo mark by thez ; 
way, there were Righteous men, andy | 
now are, though the Miniſters of An 
tichriſt for the gods ſake , would have 

al] erre and ſtray agam from the 
Lords way; but the Pearl for which 
they have (old all,, and bought, 1s 0 
more value then fo; but fince Chrill 
hath Brethren, are not they thet 
which are led by the Spirit of Truth! 
and if people be given up to obey i 
will it not lead them out of the Spfha 
rit of Error? If ſo, then muſt they noo; 
depart from your wayes,, who alifil.c 
inthe Revengeful Spirit > Well theſifan 
fince thoſe that are led by the Spiniffde 
are Sons of God, as the ScripturFor 
of Truth declare, Rome. 8. and Heilfſeo 
with Chriſt ; for he that ſanCtifretihe 


an 
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and them that are fandified ate all of 
one, Wherefore he 1s not aſhamed to. 


|| call them Brethren: ' now ſince there 
is fuch an unity between Chriſt' and 


his Followers, ' Shall it avail them any 


| thing, who call upon Chriſt, 'yer per- 


| ſecute ſo near Relations, as his Bre- 
0 thren? And fince thoſe that viſited 
ky them not in their neceſſities, . received 
| ſuch condemnation, what will become 
of you? And you, Generation of 
# wicked Doers, who have been the 
© cauſe of the Impriſoning ſo many of 
ci Chriſts Relations, where ſeveral hun- 
= dreds have laid down their lives for 
a their faithful Teſtimony againſt you, 
M8 becauſe of your Adultery. from the 
SLord, and his Worſhip, which is to 
t}be performed in Spirit and Truth, and 
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have ſet up worſhips according to your 
own hearts Luſt: and becauſe of the 
Lords Patience, | and Long-ſuffering, 
and great Mercy, how do you har- 


Rden your hearts againſt Reproofs, and 


for good return'evil, -and ſo go on 
cofting and mocking : well, though 
he Lord hath exerciſed a great deal 
C 2 of 
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of patience, it's my belief, it will not 
laſt long but he will execute Righte-« 
ous Judgment, and. plead the cauſe of 
the Innocent, who hath committed all 
to him, with Praiſes and Glory ftom | 
his own Works for eyer. F 


The 21th. day of the © 
T 1th. Month, 1667. 


Stephen Smith. 


| PROCLAMAT ION 
By way of 
EXHORTATION 
Unto all the Inhabitants of Englend: . 


| Concerning 


F Faſting and Prayer: 


| And that they may come to a 


certain Diſcerningand Knowledge 
-| oftheWill of God therein, (who 
is King of the whole EARTH- 


ee ————_ A. 


[ Firſt by way of Preparation uz unto a True F A ST] 


( Heard and Accepted of the 
Living God:Faſting andPrayer, 

in the Spirit of Holineſs; is required 

| C 3 AS 


Ome all you who mat to be 
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as Neceſſary thereunto: but the want 
of a certain Knowledge Diſcerning, 
how; and'in What manner the ſame 
ought to be Performed, (therefore it 
is that people are rejected ) being all 
Vain Service and LoſtLabour , where 
no Reward is received, or when they 
ask amiſs, what anſwer ſhall ſuch have, | 
judge ye ? And therefore, be Admo-ff 
niſhed,. I beſeech you, to mind that 
which gives you a Diſcerning and cer-| 
tain Knowledge in this weighty Work: 
You may read what the Loxd- ſaid byf 
his Servant Tſa3«h, chap, 8. concerning 
Faſting ; and what Chriſt Jeſus ſaid, 
| Mat: 6. but how long may people readſ 
theſe Sayings: ( as well as others) and 
et have no certain knowledge of the 

Will of God therein 2 I ſpeak of ſuch 
who are out of the way of a True Un-f ! 
derſtanding; which a'l are who are inf} : 
a bare Confeſſion, with their Mouths ff ; 
that God ought to be feared; but the ; 
Heart, that not being right in his ſight, 
L 


Infidelity that taking place there 3 fron 
whence: a Concluſion is drawn, Tha 
Sin, wbichis Evil, can't be parted ww ; 
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this is a great Evil indeed, ſet upin thE 
Heart by the ſpirit of Antichriſt; wher®} 
a Form of Words, and large Confe(- 
tÞ ſions concerning God and Chriſt are 
|Þ made; but the Bleſſed and Effectual 
e | Workings of God's Spirit in Fleſh, for 
y | the Deſtroying of Sin, that being de- 
) 


| nyed, the Enemy's works ( which is 
-F Sin and Evil) they continue in the 
tf Heart ( contrary to the Bleſſed Wall 
| of God)y by which means the Nobi- 
:Þ lity of Man's Underſtanding that is 
5 Clouded and Darken'd through Error 
of and Falſhood; by which means the 
LK Minds of Mankind are exerciſed in a 
48 Bruttſh Underſtanding concerning Spi- 
dj ribual Matters z imagining a Perform- 
| ing of Service to God by confeſling, 
bl That he ought to be feared, ( and yer 
n-f live out of what they confeſs in a Talk) 
inf that all good Succeſs and Oleyong comes 
from him, &c. So then, let ſuch be 
| Judged by their own words, who con- 
tels he ought to be feared, and yer 
Ive in Sin and Evil , under a ſtrange 
Deluſion, That thoſe Works can never 
be ſo deitroyed, as to know Dominion and . 


C4 Free- 


383. An Exhottation to 


Freedom from them on this ſide the laying 
down the Body, or at leaſt, till about that 
times ſeparation from all outward vi- 
{ble things : Sohere Sin, the Continu- 
ance of that hath been pleaded for by 
them who would be called C hriftzans, 
and would be accounted ſuch who fear 
God, and that they are 1n his Service, | 
though never expet to be free from || 
ſin; What Service is that in Evil? 
And what Reward ſhall Evil Works 
have? Is not fin an Evil work of the 
Evil One? And muſtnot the Works of 
the Evil One, it continued in, have ai 
Bad Reward : > 

Oh that people would Fear God inÞ 
Deed and in Truth ! for they that fear 
him will do no Evil : So the way of a 
Right Underſtanding, that leads quite 
contrary to Sin and Evil : So its ſtrong | 
Delution indeed, to expet a Right 
Underſtanding in an Evil Way ; and 
Preſumption indeed it is, to hope for 
Good out of Evil. 

Oh, be Awakened to Righteouſ: 
neſs, in which there's no fin! and then 
will the Eye of the Underſtanding be 
opened 
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opened to ſee the Man of fin, who 
hath exalted himſelf above that of 
God in Man, under Confeſſions and 
Profeſlions of the Name of God and 
Chriſt, whilſt that ſignified by the 
Name, which is Power manifeſted in 
Fleſh, for the revealing the Man of fin, 
and deſtroying his works , that hath 
been denyed by the Exaltation of the 
Man of fin in man; by: whom Man- 
kind hath been exalted above the Pure - 
Principle of God in man, even above 
the Light of that Bleſſed and Unerring 
Spirit of Chnift, by which' that which 
Is reproveable i 1s made manifeſt : But 
through Unbelict of God's Love there- 
in, Mankind in a great part beingheld 
nader ſtrong Deluſions of Satan, their 
minds being exerciſed in a Brutiſh Un- 
derſtanding , ſome have called that 
Bleſſed Principle of God in man, + 
Deviliſh Tight ; and others 4 Bewilder- 
ing Light, or a Natural I ight ;, fo that 
all that is of God in man that hath 
been denyed ( whole Work do you 
think this is ?) Butifit were (6, asthe 


Wicked One in the wicked hath con- 


cluded 
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cluded, may it not be ſaid now , as it 
was 1n the dayes of old, after God had 
created Mankind upon the Earth, and 
they had corrupted their Wayes, 
which diſpleaſed God, who in his Diſs 
pleaſure ſaid, My Spirit ſhall not alwayes 
rzve, &c. Then was not Deſtrution 
_ nigh? but in that there was a time in 
which God's Holy Spirit did ſtrive | 
with fleſh, it plainly appears, the good 
will of God was therein to have had it 
otherwiſe 3 but Mankind reſiſting his 
Way of bringing 1t to paſs, the Way 
of Salvation that was removed, anda. 
Way of Deſtruction letin ; ſo the Way 
of Salvation then that was by the mov- 
ing and working of God's Good Spi- | 
rit, the which had placein Noah, who 
was a perfect man in his day, who 
being moved in a True Fear of God | 
had a Right Underſtanding, in which 
he was a Preacher according to the 
Will of God : So that Bleſſed Spirit of 
God, by which Noah had regard and 
was ated by, though it was rejected. 
by Mankind in their corrupt Wayes, 
yet it was not Deviliſh nor Natural, 2s 
Mankind 


it 


a 
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Mankind in their Brutiſh Underſtand- 
ing in great meaſure have concluded : 
but the leaſt meaſure of that pure 
Principle of God in Mankind of his 
Bleſſed Spirit, is Unerring ; the which 
in meaſure, in all Ages, in God's Time 
and Seaſon did ſtrive in Mankind, and 


| for the good of Mankind, that through 


it they might have been Preſerved out 
of Corrupt Wayes and Works, which 
Corrupt Wayes and Works was and 
1s the Cauſe of all Heavy and Grievous 
Judgments in Ages paſt, and to come 
upon Mankind : So its plain and evi- 


dent,how Gracious, Merciful and Long- 


ſuffering God hath been throughout 
all Ages through ſome meaſure of the 
ſhining of the Light of his Unerring 
Spirit, notwithſtanding the Great and 


| Grievous Provocations of Mankind 
'1n their Corrupt Wayes, by which 


their Underſtandings were and are 
darkened, that they could not come 
toa clear Diſcerning what manner of 
Love of God that was unto them ( as 
It is written) How often 3s the Candle 


of the Wicked put out , Job®21. So its 


plain, 
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plain, that was and js the Love of 

3od in the Light of his Unerring Spi- 
rit, by which the Wicked were ſhewn 
their Wickedneſs in all Ages; and the 
putting that Love from them was, and 
1s the Cauſe that the Wicked periſh in 
their Wickedneſs, through the Hard- 
neſs of their Hearts, and Unbelief of 
_ the Love of God in his Bleſſed Prin- 

ciple of Light, which ſhines ſometimes 
even unto the Wicked, though they 
cry, Depart, TI deſire not the Knowledge 
of thy Wayes : And though this Wicked- 
neſs of the Wicked, under many: fair 
pretences of Confeſſions and Profeſ- 
fions of God, have labour'd to put 
away the way of the Lord,and through 
many Devices hath' the Wicked One 
in his Agents in their Wickedneſs, ſet 
up many Corrupt Wayes : yet the 
Way of the Lord remains Pure forever, . 
_ and can never be Corrupted, but it 
remains a True Witneſs - againſt all 
Eviland Corrupt Wayes whatſoever. 
And this. Perfe&t Way of God was the 
Way ef the Upright in Heart in all 
Ages, by which . = were led out + 

"- Ev1 
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Evil ( though under more Servitude) 
before the fulneſs of time, when it 
pleaſed God ſo to caule his Light to 
ſhine forth in Fleſh, in an abſolute per- 
fe&t Dominion over all the Luſts of the 
Fleſh, where Satan could get no En- 
termce, though Forty Dayes Chriſt 
Jeſus was Tempted by him; ſo herein 
was the Son , who 1s the Heir of all, 
manifeſted. So all the true Prophets in 
all Ages, they had their Teſtimony 
from a meaſure of the Light of that 
Spirit 3 and there their Teſtimony end- 
ed (who were Faithful) and the Law 
written in Tables of Stone, that was 
by the Light of that Bleſſed Spirit, by 
which all might ſee and learn to come 
to Chriſt, in whom the Law is fulfilled: 
So here is the Prophet, whom Moſes 
ſpoke of, that God would raiſe up, 
whom all is to hear; and every Soul 
that will not hear that Prophet, De- 
ſtruction attend it. 

So let none ſay in their Hearts, ho 


ſhall aſcend into Heaven, that is, to brin 


this Prophet Chriſt from above ? or, Who 
hall deſcend into the deep , that is, to 
X bring 
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bring up Chriit again from the Dead ? 
For the Word is nigh, even 1n the 
Heart and Mouth 3 which Word of 
Faith the Miniſters which were True 
did Preach, and them which are True 
do Preach; and herein is the Labour 
of them whoſe Abiding 1s imthe Word, 
that others may be turned to the 
Word in the Heart and Mouth, that 
by it they may be reconciled unto 
God: And this Bleſſed Word was in 
the beginning, before words were ; 
All things being made by him, in whom 
zs Life, and the Life was (andis) the 
L.ight of Men, who believe therein : 
And though the World-did not, nor 
doth not know the Love of God here- 
in, yet he was and is in the World; 
and though his Appearance was and is 
rejeted by moſt, yet ſome did and do 
receive him., who felt and ' feel his 
Power to overcome the Lufts of the 
Fleſh, which-1s Sin and Evil 5 which 
Unſpeakable Love of God,thed abroad 
in the Hearts of the Primitive Chri- 
$t:4ns, by this Free Gift of his Holy 
Spirit, which made them who received 
_ |. 
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the ſame, who were truly ſenſible of 
God's Love therein, undergo great 
and grievous things, ſome things of 
which may be read in the Scriptures of 
Truth. So their Faſting and Prayers 
being performed by the Movings and 
Guidings of that Bleſſed Principle of 
God, how were ſuch preſerved by the ' 
Power of God, in the Peace of God, 
wherein their Souls reſted in God ? 
So the Bleſſed Name of the Lord -was 
unto them a ſtrong Tower (which was 
the ſame to the Righteous in all Ages) 
but never was a more clearer Diſcern- 
ing thereof then in this Age; there 
being a Cloud of Witnefles of the 
Everlaſting Love ' of the Everlaſting 
God herein: and ſo they are Blefled 
who live up to that Blefled Principle 
of God in them, and continue Faith- 
jul to the End in the Teſtimony there- 
of: -O the Remembrance of them will 
be had in great Eſteem in Ages and 
Generations to come. | 

So now, that which is Chiefeſt of 
all, and of greateſt Value, let that be 


firſt minded , that all things may be 


done 
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done acc@ding to the Will of God ; 
in order to which a Right Underſtand- 
ing 1s neceſſary , the which is better 


then Gold and Silver; for the Wicked | 
may poſleſs Gold and S;lver,and things Þ 
viſible to their Hurt , where a Right | 


| Underſtanding is wanting ; forif Know- 


ledge and Underſtanding be wanting, | 
people perifh : Therefore be adviſed | 


to waitin the Way of Underſtanding, 
the Fear of the Lord God , who made 
Heaven and Earth, the Sea, and all 
things elſe according. to his good Plea: 
fure; here is the beginning of Know- 
ledge, and to attain to a Right Under- 


ſtanding : for, in the Fear of the Lord | 


there's no Evil in that Way, So away 
with Invention and Imaginations of 
Fearing God, whilſt Concluſions are 
made, That Sin can't be parted with; 
all Wayes made up by men in Sin, are 


from a Corrupt Underſtanding : So | 


come to the Fear of Gad, and he will 
teach us his Wayes ; and all that come 
there come out'of Evil; for there's 
no Evil in God's Wayes : fo that they 
that are in God's Way, are out of wn 

| | | J 
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by which it plainly appears, that all 


Wayes where Concluſions are made, 


That din , is in them; or, that they 


| can't live out of Jin; or, that the 


know not a Way out of Sin; all ſuch, 


- Þ where ſuch Concluſions are made, are 


- any, v &f . == bc oraerinnd 


out of a Right Underſtanding, and 
their Wayes are Deſtructive, and their 


| Works in them Wayes are Deſtructive, 


ſo that all who endeavour to (ave their 
Lives there, do want a Right Under- 
ſtanding ; for Tranſgreſſion, which 1s 
Sin, is the Cauſe of Death ; fo all that 
are raiſed from Death, are raiſed from 
Sin, the Cauſe of it: ſo then, all that 


| keep their Lives there, ſhall loſe Life ; 


and all that loſe their lives there, {hall 
find Life - So Blcfled are they who 
ſerve the Living God, they do as they 
ſhould do; fo that's no Evil ( but 
Good) ſo let none think in their Per- 
yerſe Wayes , that they ſhall be fed 
with Knowledge and Underſtanding 
there (No, no) they will Starve and 
Periſh there for want of Underſtan- 
ding: ſo let all deal-clearly with them- 
lelyes, in coolneſs and ſtillneſs, in the - 

D ſilence 
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*filence of flefhly widdom, in a true 
Examination concerning the wayes 
they live in,and let that which is wrong 
be rejected , and that which 1s right 
PECEIVEGy ; and in that which 1s Right 
will be {jen what Faſt 1s Pleafing and 
Accep able in God's fignt; and that 


Prayer which will be Effectual and | 


Prevalent for the good of the Soul in 
a Right Underſtanding will be ſeen: 
So now, begin a Faſt; come, pitty the 
Oppreſfled ; let the Priſoner go free; 
have Compaſſion on the Poor; break 
off inquities by. a True Repentance, 
In turning from Evil, the Cauſe of An- 


guiſh and Trouble upon the Soul, that 


the Soul may be ſet at Liberty to praiſe 
the Lord ; and ſo let hard hearts be 
melted and broken down, and the 
ſeat of Unbelief ., by reaſon of which 
the Love of God in the Light of his 
Son i: rejected , and by that means 


poor ſouls are kept in Bondage con- 


trarv IO the Will of Goc, let that (eat 
-\lnbehlief be thrown down : tor God 


:- wroml diſpleaſed at the Preſrmptr. 


on 'of Mankind , Who have cxalred 
theme 
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themſelves in them” own wills, wherex 
Self exerciſeth Will-worſhip. in-a fezgn- 
ed: Humility ; whereby the: Croſs is 
counted Fooliſhnels. - So Chriſt's Ex- 
hortation, Totakeupthetroſs daily,,and 
deny Self, God's Love therein that is | 
ſlighted 3 the Croſs that being with- 


| out, Faſting that being without, Prayers 


that being without, all being done 
without 'a Right Underſtanding; for 
want of which Ptetended Faſting. 1s 
vain, Prayer 1s vain, and the Con- 
yerſation of Mankind is vain and nn- 
profitable, where the will of man 1s 
ſet in Oppoſition againſt the Will of 


| God in his Heavenly Guift, even the 


Light of his Unerring Spirit, by which 
the World is reproved of Evil: and 
this 1s, and will be the World's Con- 
demnation, their ſleighting the many 
Vilitations of God's Love, in that he 
doth manifeſt unto them what is re- 
provable 1n his ſight ; but they being 
unmindful of God's Love therein, by 
which means.their Souls are in great 


| Bondage under Sin and Corruption ; 


{ubjefted there under a vain Hope by 
D 2 the 
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the Subtilty of the Serpent, That thorgh 
they live unſeparated from Sin, yet they 


ſhall obtain Juſtification through Chriſt, 


and (c2a good End, or good brought forth 
through Sin be never finiſhed 5 this kind 
of Perſwaſton 1s through ſtrong Delu- 
ſions of Satan, whoſe workings are in 
a deep Myſtery of Iniquity in- preten- 


ded Godlineſs ; but his End therein ; 


ie, to make void that Bleſſed coming 
of Lord and Saviour to finiſh Sin, and 


to putan End to Unrighteouſneſs, and 
thereby to make way for the bring- 
ing in Everlaſting Righteouſneſs, that | 
ſouls in that Blefled Principle of God 


may reſt jm Peace. 
Now where rhis 1s not known, be 


Awakened, I beſeech you, unto 
Righteouſneſs , which is God's, and:;}j} - 


no otherwayes man's, but as he be- 


comes {tript of his own Eyes, and ſo'Þ 
comes before the Lord with a Broken | 


and Contrite Spirit, - and Heart hum- 


bled at his ſight, who ſeacheth it by his | 
Light, and {news to man in the Cool 


of the Day what beaftly Imaginations 


are Icdying therein; tothe end , that}. 
| man | 
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man nught lye down at the Feet of his 
Appearance in a True Faſt, in abſtain- 
ing from Evil; aud Praying in the 
Spirit, that by the Exerciis of God's 
Love in his ſtriving therewth, Evil 
may be overcome, and ſo the ſou! ſet 
at hberty from Evil, the cauſe of 
Trouble and Anguiſh , which is vpon 
every ſoul that's 1n Evil. 

So let every one that names the 
Name” of the Lord depart from © vil. 
Come Cxrſer and Swearer, be per{waced 
to be awakened, and ſce what a/ſad 
Condition thy ſoul 1s in: but if thou 
witnot, but hardeneſt thy heart, what 
will the taking the Name of the Lord 
into thy Mouth avail thee? Or Un- 


clean Perſon who art defiled, and en- 
| deavonring to defile others, remem- 
| ber, That none in Uuclaanne fs can en- 


ter into Heaven; lo except thou leav- 


| eſt thy Evil therein, thy Expectations 
| of God's Kingdom will fajl thee. 


Come Idolaters,, who are making 
Gods of Gold, and Silver, and Wood, 
and Stone, and fo are bowing down 


tothe works of your own hands ; that 


D 3 is 


$62 Att Erhoztation to 
is a great Abomination and Evil, great- 
ly to be lamented, whoare fo far blind- 
ed from the Appearance of the. Light 
of God's Spirit in your own Hearts; 

which being taken heed unto. and 
obeyed, brings to the Knowledge of 
God ; but that Love of God being re- 
jetted, what ſtrangers are, you to God, ſt 
and the Saints of Lite? and ſo are be 
come Beaſtly and Bruitiſh in your Un- 
derſtandings, your Bands of Corrup- 
tion through {in and iniquity, being 
made ſtrong ; and ſo under ſtrong de- 
lufions are bowing to Pictures to put 
you in mind of God and the Saint 
though, they cannot hear, nor fee, nor 
ſmel] : what ſavour think you to get 
out of them Stocks and Stones ? Be 
Awakened, I befeech you, to Conf: 
deration 3. and know, that it's ſome 
meaſure of that Grace and Truth which 
Jeſus of Nazareth was filled with; by 
Vertue of that all the Saints ſavour 
to:God,and one unto another 3 which 
Grace hath appeared unto all, bur the 
Saints or. Believers, were and are taught 


by it: ſo that which convinces of Eyl 
sf 
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is to them that believe in it and obey 
it, an Inſtrucer inthe way of Life. So 
leave your Folly in Bowing and Cring- 
ing to the £af7, and to you know not 
what ; and anfwer the Love of God 
in his Principle of Light in you, which 
makes manifeſt that which is Evil ; and 
then will the Eye of your Underſtan- 
ing be opened, to the betrolding of 
him who fills Heaven and Earth with 
his Preſence, . ſo that no Darkneſs 
can cover man from him, who is 
God of the North, South, Faſt, and 
Hef; who will ſpoil your glorying, 
who are boaſting your ſelves of the 
Antiquity of your Religion, who 
firſt went from the Croſs, which is 
the Power of God , and fo got up 
ina form of words, and then ſet the 
Croſs upon the Houſe, of Stone, &c, 

Alas ! your Religion is ſeen through); 

and all who hang upon your Skirts, 

they mult have a ſhare of the ſhame, 

which is coming upon that Adulte- 

rated whoriſh Spirit, which hath led 

the minds of the people out from 


a ſenſe of the Royal Law of God 


D 4 with- 
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within man, ſo that the ſtream of God's 
Love therein to Mankind, that hath 
been ſtopt ; and in the Night of Apo- þþ 
ſtacy the ſtream of Malice, and Envy 
and Hatred, that hath run in your | 
Strects, where the Innocent Blood- 
ſhed lyes at your doors. So it's time 
you were awakened to a true Repen- 
tance, that you may come to the Þ 
knowledge of SalvatTIon through the 
Remiſſion'of your fins : for it's the? (a- 
ving of your ſouls, I ſeek, and not the 
deſtruction of your bodies; fo Truth is 
my weapon, which Tdefire may reach 
to that of God which 1s Truth-in you; Þ 
that ſo the pure Language, which is | 
Truth, may bereſtored in all; and the 
Royal Law of Love therein may ſhew 
it ſelf, which 'gives an Underſtanding, 
To love God above all, and our Neigh- 
bours as our ſelves, and to do to all men 
-as 'we would they ſhould do unto ws. 
Come all you who conceive 'mil- 
chief on your Beds in your hearts, and 
cannot 'reft 'till you bring it forth in- 
to action; now-confider what manner 
of evil this 1s, which though'it may be 
—_ | covered 
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covered for a time, if continued in, 


ruin and deſtruction 1s im the way 


thereof. 


Come you who hve in Pride and 
Idleneſs, following the luſt of the Eye, 
the luſt of the Fleſh and Pride of Life, 
who live in fulneſsof Bread and Wan- 
tonneſs, Feaſting and making Merry 
over the pure Principle of God in you ; 
this is a great Evil : therefore be admo- 
mſhed to mind that God in you, and 
Watch and Pray in the ſame , that fo 
by that which is good of God, the 
Evil may be overcome, and the root 
and ground judged from whence all 
evil ſprings. 

Come all you Drunkards and Glut- 
tenous Perſons , who waſte and (poll 
the good Creatures , which are ap- 
pointed'for the neceſſary uſe of Man- 
kind; read what is written in 7ſc. 5. 
I1, 12. What a'miſcrable life are you 
in who are attended with Wo and 
Miſery, who are'(ofar feparated'from 
the love of God 1n his Son, and the Do- 
minion that 1s therein to uſe and order 
all things -aright,” according -to the 

will 
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will of God? For want of this know- 
ledge how are many overcome with 
Strons Drink? the which having Do- 
minion, how are many there un- 
manned of that natural ability of a 
man, and ſolye lyable to other Temp- 
tations, whereby the ſoul Iyes in bon- 
dage? Come now, be per[waded to 
mind that love of God which in the | 
Cool, when the Drink is out, iſhews 
you what a great evil this is 5 which if 
not departed from, ruin is in that way 
both of Soul, Body and Eſtate. 

Come you Gameiters of all. ſorts, 
who ſpend your time in Gaming and 
Sports, who are coveting an Increaſe i 
by ſuch unequal and unjuſt wayes, and 
many ſpending their time in ſuch Pra- 
Ctices, How many Families are ruined 
by ſuch a Courſe of Life ? and what 
an evil example Parents thereby ſhew 
to their Children and Families? This 
15a great evil, ſuch being an 1l (a- 
vour who are living therein, both: | 
to God, and man who fears God. 
Therefore be admoniſhed , to- break 


off theſe evils by a true hs 
| | and. 
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and learn to redeem time,thata Change 
may be witneſſed (before you go from 
hence ) by vertue of the Power of 
Chriſt, which often moves againſt evil: 
ſo let not the juſt alwayes be reſiſted 
by the unjuſt z but if the juſt principle 
of God be minded and joyned unto, 
then will the unjuſt be overcome, and 
the juſt ſet up 3 in which all that dwell 
will be good ſavour in their day , and 
a good example to all. 

Come all you who are exalting a 
falſe Birth,, where your Ears are ſtopt 
and vour Eyes are cloſed, ſo that you 
have neither heard, nor (een,nor hand- 
led that which was from the beginning; 
even that word of Life ( which ever- 
laſting Life was with the Father, and 
was and is manifeſted to Believers) 
from whence Teſtimony --is given of 
Gods love therein, where the true fel- 
lowſhip is witneſſed in the Bleſſed 
Light of God; which all you, who 
are exalting a falſe Birth, do deſpite, 
and ſpeak very evilly of, or at leaſt, 
very {lightly : So the true Heir hath 
been rejected, and not thought fit to 
raign5 
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Taign3 having been called by you who 
are exalting the falſe and untimely 
Pirth, either a Devil ( which ſome 
have called him 3 and others, Natnral, 
or a Fool: by which it may be cen, 
how the Serpent's Wiſdom hath been 
ſet by, by the Acultereſs, who would 
fain have her Baſtard to be Heir; for} 
which end how ſeemingly fair hath 
the Hartot Trimmed and Decked her 
ſelf? being arrayed in Purple and Scar- 
let, and decked with Gold and Preti- 
ous Stones and Pearls; her Religion 
being in her head, from whence Abo- 
minations are let into the Heart ; 
where if the Light appear to ſearch it, 
it ismocked and fleighted by 1/bmael: 
So that falſe Prophet he 1s ſetup, who 
cryes ont, No Revelation now; (o the 
deceitful heart being after the falſe 
Prophet, groſs darkneſs that covers: 
{o the loveof God in the Bleſſed ap- 
' pearance of the Light of his unerring 
- Spirit, that is not comprehended; fo 
the Eye hath not ſeen, nor the Ear 
heard, neither hath 1t entred into their 


| hearts, the Mercies and Goodneſs of 
| God, 
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God, which is to them that fear him,and 
Jove his appearance in the Heart, where 


the Light of his Bleſſed Spirit doth 


ſhew forth his goodneſs, from whence 


| is Miniſtred forth life and ſtrength to 


the poor ſoul, ſtrengthning it againſt 
the appearance of evil: ſo the ſoul be- 


| ing made (enfible of the Peace of 


God, and reſt through the Revelati- 
on of his Holy Spirit, which cauſes joy 
and gladneſs to the Soul; having found 
a friend in its adverſity, it ſets a high 
value and efteem of him , and is wil- 
ling to be guided and directed by him: 
So the Harlot 1s ſeen, and the falſe 


| Birth 1s ſeen, and the falſe Prophet 


which fteals the' true Prophets words 
is ſeen: ſo the Adultereſs may Cry 
long enough, and Scold long enough, 
and Peep and Mutter, all her Whine- 
ingsin ſeeming Prayers, and Teaching 
Dofrines all end in filthineſs and fin in 


- her beſt duties; and yet this Impudent 


Harlot concludes, There 3s none like 
her: and her Zirth is the true Birth ; 


and all the reſt are falſe: But her deceit 


1s manifeſt, and her Sotceries and 
Witch- 
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Witchcraft 1s ſeen; and a Bed of Tor- 
ment is prepared for her: ſo they are 


Blefled that fear the Living God, and. 


ſancifie him in their Hearts, who do 


not commit Leudneſs with the Harlot, - 


nor add any thing to the maintaining 
of her Gallantry. 

Come all you Ranters, who have 
gotten ſome words of Truth, but do uſe 
them in an exalted ſpirit, in which you 
are (wimming up and down above 
the pure ſtream, which flows from the 
pure meek principle of God , the na- 
ture of the Water of Life, which comes 
from the Fountain of all good, that be- 
ing to drive away all filthineſs of Fleſh ; 
where that hath-paſſage,it refreſhes and 
keeps green and freſh, in a good fa- 
vour to God and man. But you Ran- 
ters having loſt its ſavour, are exalted 
above that which is lowly and good, 
being under a great Imagination of a 


knowledge of good and evil, on which, 


through the ſubtilty of the Serpent 
feeding you, are become dead to. any 
true ſenſe of the Vertue that flows from 
the living Pawer,from whence through 


dif- 
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diſobedience you being ſhut out : What 
a do you are making? ſome crying 
out againſt Meeting, as formal; and 
that you feel not the Tower that was a- 
mongst them : which indeed is no 
wonder when you are paſt feeling , 
and ſo being toſſed up and down in 
{| your winds 1n an exalted ſtate, ſome 

appearing 1na ſingular pretended Zeal, 
under a voluntary humility, asif you 
were Wiſer and Holter then others 
(the Serpent here having puft up) ſets 
a judging the Body, and feeds his 
members who waits for hurt, as by the 
ſlipping of ſome through weakneſs, or 
the like, and ſo gets all occafions of 
making Parties and Rents, ſtill the Ser- 
pent being covered under a pretence 
of a higher Attainment ; but at length, 
after ſome time of exerciſe 1n this 
work , and through the everlaſting 
love of God in the Pody , in preſer- 
ving 1t ſound and intire , where his 
will is done, and a fight given of the 
Enemy's working therein, and ſo not 
able to prevail: At length many go 
out in Diſtraction to Meetings, and 
there 
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there makeſad noiſes, to prevent (if 
pothible) the going forth of the Decla- 
ration of Truth, as much as in them 
lyes; keeping people from a Reception 
thereof by their Babbling and Squal- 
ling to Diſturb Meetings, it having 
plainly appeared. But their Nouriſh- 
ment being from the Vine of JSodowz, 
diſobedience to that which they might 
be convinced of, being the cauſe from 
whence the fir{t going out was; ſo the 
Root being corrupt, the Fruit is cor- 
rupt: ſo allin time grow dry and wt- 
thered, being an ill ſavour therein, 
and a ſtink whilſt they live herem up- 


on Earth ; ſo that both the way and | 


_ end in that way is deſtructive. The 
which may ſerve for a-warning to all 
who are convinced of the Truth, to 
take heed how they {hight Gods love 
therein, in diſobeying that Principle 
of God in them , which 1s meek and 
lowly ; and all that live in true Obe- 
dience toit, they live a {atety, where 
evil in uncleanneſs cannat enter , nor 
haughtineſs hath no place there ; but 
they that anſwer that Bleſſed Principle, 
they 
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| they riſe in its nature to hate unclean- 
neſs and haughtineſs ; ſo1n its nature 

of meeknels and lowlineſs,all who grow 

here bring forth good Fruit, which is 

a Bleſſed favour 1n his fight, who is 

Creator of all; and all who are grafted 

| into this root, and abiding therein, 
| do fee] ſap and nouriſhment from the 
ſame , whereby they (ſpring, grow 

and flouriſh in a green, lively, ſenſible 

life of the exerciſe of God's love to 

mankindz and ſo dare not appeat 

otherwiſe in the ſight of men, then 

they ſtand approved in his ſight who 

ſees all things: and ſo, meeting to- 

| gether to wait upon him, who hath 
all Power in Heaven and Earth, all 

gathering together in hisBleſſed Name, 

teeling true Refreſhment in his Pre- 

ſence : ſtrength there by is renewed 

to-love God above all, and to love 

one another, and to watch for the 

good 1n one another; and to teſtifie 

againſt the evil, which may be an oc- 

caſion of defiling'or hurting any; ftill 

* [vairing in meekneſs and love; to the 
end the good may be' preſerved, and 
| E that 
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that yMch is evil reſiſted : And though 
this love by many may be rejected, yet 
It is that which will carry them who 
are exerciſed therein above the head of 
all oppoſition; and preſerve them who 


keep their Habitation therein out of | 


all extreams, even to finiſh raeir courſe 


with Joy and Peace in that Crown | 


Life which is everlaſting. 

| Come all you who live in Envy, 
Hatred, Malice, Strife and Contenti- 
on, Maſters and Dames of Familes, 
who arein Branglings,and evil and raſh 
Speakings, . and Diſcontents; theſe 
Fruits proceed froma corrupt and 


curſed ground; and (o isan ill ſavout } 


and bad example to your Families: 
This1sa great evil. 

And all Children who are Stubborn 
and Heady, who do not obey yout 
Parents, as 1tis meet in the Lord: Thy 
1s a great evil, 

And all Servants who are not Su 
jet and Obedient in your ſeverd 
Places, but are high-mijaded, and caty 
not bear Reproofs3 but are ready to 
Anſiver again, aud to be Een, bay 

ut- 


of 
I; 
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Murmur , and Whiſper, and to tell 


Tales to ſtir up Anger and Jes This 
s a great Evil, 


— 


N Ow to the good in every partict- 


lar 1s this writ, even that good 


Principle of God ; by which if takett 


heed to, 1ts nature 1s; to make mani- 
feſt that which is evil .and- it will not 
in the leaſt agree with atiy thing that 
isevil: That is a Pearl indeed, which 
the Earthly mind and wiſdom hatlt 


| kept people from the knowledge. of. 


(but the way of the upright , which 
was and is out of evil.) And fo thetitar 
of offending God, . by obeying his 
good gift, that is good ; and out of 
evil; which is a true and right way.to 
a clear underſtanding what to abſtain 
and Faſt from , and what to' Pray In 
and for according tothe will of God. 
$'a Teſtimony of the everlaſting ous 
of God it his way; which is perfect; 
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of Underſtanding kath been opened; 
from which, that-is ſeen which was 
from the beginning (even the word of 
life ) in which there's no Evil : ſo its 


good and juſt that this be confeſſed to | 


before men, and great evil to deny its. 


lo its the good which is of God, by | 


which/all eyil is overcome 3 fo Blefled | 


are they who overcome the evil by 


the-250d , and'fo are built and eſtab- | 


liſhed through the good word of God; 


by which the ſoul being freed from þ 
bondage and : corruption in fin and | 


evil, from which the (oul being ſet at 
liberty on the unſpeakable love of 


God kerein in his Son , manifeſted to | 


deſtroy the Devil's works, which is fin 
andevil, here is freedom through the 
the Son of 'God's love in Deed and 


Truth: ſo' that”Scripture is fulfilled, | 


If the Sox: ſets you free, then are you free 
San "whoſe Bleſe freedom 2 
of fin and evil. 

So' the Bleſſed: end of the everlaſt 
ing love of God, in his coming in the 
Light of hisunerring Spirit of life and 
power,-'to finiſh (i in, and put an enfl 


to 
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to tranſdreſlion, this is, ſeen and known 
to be the richeſt and choiceſt of his 
many mercies to mankind ; the which 
mercy of God being rejected, or obs, 


 ftruſted through the vain imaginations 


and evil ways fet up by man's wiſdom 


| mthe fallen eſtate from a right under- 


fanding 5 where concluſions are made, 


| That fin canmot be overcome: I ſay to 
| all ſuch who are at caſe under that 
| concluſion, they are fled to lying va- 
| nities, where being from a ſenſe of 
| God's ' mercies in his Son, and there - 


dwelling and abiding, their habitati- 
enis in Darkneſs, their Faſting is in 


| Darkneſs, their Prayers are in Dark- 


neſs, their Fellowſhip is in Darkneſs, 
2nd their Profeſſions and Confeſſions 
of God and Chriſt are in Darkneſs, 
where they know not what they ſay, 


| or what they do, being in Darkneſs ; 


and there reading the Teſtimony of the 
holy men of God, they are quite blind 
to what the Will of God is therein: 
ſo through Darknefs the way of God 
that being hid, how mary ways have 
been ſet upin thedark ? the mw that 
E 3 ſhould 
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ſhould te, that being ſhut; and the 


Ear, that ſhould hear, that being ſtopry, 


the Vu'tures eye , that being opt 
which could never ſee the way. 
God : ſo people under groſs darkneſs 
being led about there bythe Vulterons 
eye , an evil eye; how are they on 


heap about the words, being on heaps Þ 
arties?. ſo heaps in Parties . be- | 


g up, one Party. cryes out, Lo 
Fils another, Lo there : and ſo many 
Parties with their / o bere, and Lo there, 
are ſet up; . one Party crying out, 
Stend further aff, my way of building aud 
faſbioning in T rofe [ſions asd Confeſſront 


of Goa and Chriſt, is better, and ma | 


£5 al ther thine : Another Party 
climbing up another way, cryes down 
that faſhion , and ſets up another ſin; 
la way of retended righteouſneſs; 
en, Stand further off 3 z2y way of Com 
felſpow . beſt o of all ; C till another riſes 
from the ſame 1 imaginary ground,) ag 
ſp, being blind jn rhat eye which ſhould 
{fe ; and in that wretched conditio 
PVING put evil for good, - and =! 
Ws and. ligt * igr darkneſs , A. 
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| rious Workmen in Flouriſhing, and 
| Painting,and Daubing and Smoothing 


| differ in our faſhions in Confeſſions and 


get in this we do much agree | in ſpurning 
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darkne{ for light 3 and ſoin the dark- 
neſs and evil, what labour and pains 
have the heaps of Parties taken to make 
darkneſs light, ſtriving by all the Arts 
and means imaginable to Eclipſe and 
Darken the Light of the Son ;3 and for 
the effecting their deſigns, what Cu- 


have the many Parties ſet up? being 
herein agreed, as plainly appears: That 
darkneſs muſt be light; and whoſoever 
ſpeaks to the- contrary, they -all wonder 
at that work: For (ay the ſeveral Parties 
in effet, Though indeed we do' much 


Profe[ſions, and therein do many times 
quarrel, and fall out, to the ſhedding of 


much Blood, as by experience is known 5 


againſt the light which lighteth all man- 
kind.) And though Chriſt ſaid, T a» 
the light of the World; and though God 
be called, '/ight ; and though it be ſaid, 
In hin is life, and the life is the light o 
mer; and, That God, who is light, ſearch- 
eth the heart, &#c. And though thoſe 
: + nn who 
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who Miniſtred from Chriſt aid, by F 
their Declarations and Writings, ex- 
deauonr to turn people to the Tight (to | 
God, who is Light) and though he be | 
the Father of I 7ghts, and all that are Þ 
begotten. by him, are begotten by his | 
light, and brought forth into the light, | 
which ihining 10 the heart, clears the | 
underſtanding of darkneſs and crror -| 
and though what 7s reprovable be made. | 
manifeſt by the Light (Immanuel, God Þ 
who: 1s light wh. his people. ) Not- Þ 
withſtanding all this, and much more | 
that is upon record, how ignorant Þ 
are the many Sects and Parties of this | 
way, by reaſon of the eſteem they | 
bave of darkneſs; wherein they being 
ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs , how 
in their blind zeal do they go about 
to eſtabliſh their own wayes and righ- 
teouſheſs, and though no better then 
filthy Rags? So darkneſs that being 

over people, and in th@ dark, cor- | 
rupt ways being ſet up, from whence 
ſn islet into the heart, and (o the ſoul 
15 in bondage to corruption. the Relt. 


gions being in the head, how giddy 
are 


Y . yy Y'Y. we ww TT Wo OF YU 5 


| 
[ 
? 


Faſting and P2ayce. ”t 


are theſe Sets and Parties ? turning 


and wheeling about , cringing and 


bowing at every turn, the ſting of the 
Venomous Beaſt that being nouriſhed 
in the. heart by the unbeliever; con- 
cluding where he takes place, That 3t 
is a dangerous principle to hold forth ſuch 
a way that is out of ſin, or to tell of per- 
feFion £ which darkneſs and blindneſs 
of theirs, under many fair ſhews of 


 Profefiions, what ſtrange effects have 


been brought forth? through theſe 
many Sects and Parties, in their ways 
by which they are blinded, and can't 
ſee God's Way, which is Truth, in 
which there 1s no Error ( therefore 
perfe&t ) but. for want of the know- 
ledge of this, ſay, what ſtrange ef- 
fects have been brought forth by the 
many SeCts and Parties? whoſe ſtrength 
hath been an Arm of Fleſh, the which, 
whilſt one Party hath been ſtrongeſt 
in, how have they ſhown it, in ſup- 
preſſing and keeping down the others ? 
but giddineſs being through the Re- 
Iigions, being in the head, a time of 
turning round again coming, m 

} ath 
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hath another Party exerciſed the ſame 
power, and ſo one after another ? A 
_ corrupt fountain of Imaginations and 
Inventions «being ' opened amongſ(t 
 Apoſtates from the Truth: How in 
this night of darkneſs hath Envy, Ma- 
, tice and Hatred run currently, and 
drove Meekneſs, Holineſs and Fruth 
quite out of doors? ſo the way of 
"Truth that having been out, the Com- 
mandment that was given forth in the 
way of God, To love hin above all, 
and one another, . that hath been outs 
the Sets and Parties having been 
blinded through fin, in that blind So- 
domites eſtate, how have they (who 
have had the Names of Chriſtians) 
| been groping and feeling for the door 
which lets into Peace? but let them 
bring forth their experiences after 
twenty , fourty, fixty years Tryal, 
fome more, ſomeleſs ; and don't think 
to cover your (elves any longer with 
telling what you read of others ex- 
periences, whillt you are reſiſting - 
the juſt pure gift of God; for a day 
of ſearch is come, and coming : = 
Wo 
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Wo tothem that cover, but not with 
God's Spirit. 


So all you Blind Guides, who are 
leading the blind, you muſt needs fall 
into the pit of fdeftruqion together, 
if you do not repent of your evil in 
refilting the juft principle of Gad 
in you. So do not think by your 
twining and, twiſting in your wiſe 
definitions or diſtin&ions about eyil, 
whilſt you pu good far evil, that you 
ſhall mend the matter thereby 3 for 
good 1s good, ang that's of Gad , from 
whence all gaod comes; and emzl is 
evil, and that's of the Dew! , from 
whence all bad comes - So plain-deal- 
_ Ingis a Jewel] , which many Honeſt 
hearts haye (ought far, and have wait- 
ed on God to be ſeaſoned therewith, 
which makes ſavoury in his fight who 
1s Creator af all,, a Mighty power oyer 
all, whom all che Miniſters of Chriſt 
turned People te;-that they mightnot 
continue in darkneſs, ngr under Sa- 
tan's powerz but that they might 
know his Light, who bath all Power 


/ 
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in Heaven and Earth, and fo to live 
ſabjet under this higher Power , by 
which Power the true eye comes to 
be opened; and by a' true under- 
ſtanding ' is witneſſed God's love to | 
the World in his Son Chriſt Jeſus, and } 
what manner of love that was in that 
Bleſſed AQ, in Suffering without the 
Gates of Jeruſalem; fo in- the ſame 
Will, which was the SanGifier of Be... 
hevers, Believers now are ſanctified 
and cleanſed fromevil, to make men- 
tion of the Name of the Lord in 
Truth and Righteouſneſs, in which 
there's no Evil. So let hizz that names 
his Holy Name depart out of evil, leaſt 
the good Spirit of God leave ſtriving 
with him, and ſo the ſoul be ſealed down 
in evil, where Tribulation and Anguiſh 
will zever have an end. 


Come therefore be awaken'd, I be- 
ſeech you, unto Righteouſneſs, and 
repent with that repermtance never to be 
reperted of, in cealing to doevil: And 
Jet the example of Nzzeveh be before 
you, Jonah 3. 8,9, 10. Cry mightily 

#nto 


__  FaſtingandP2oyer. 75 
unto Gd 5 yea, let them turn every one 
from his evil way, and from the violence 
that is in their hands who can tell if 
God will turn, and repent, &c, And 
God ſaw their Works, that they turned 
from their evil way, and God repeated 
of the evil that he had ſaid, that he 
would do unto them, and he did it 
20t. Ef 


So this by the way; Faſt as long as 
you will, Pray as long as you will, Cry 
| as loud as you will, if evil be not 
turned from, all will be vain : So evil, 
that 1s within man, and God's love 
hath been to make it manifeſt by the 
lght of his Spirit within ; ſo man be- 
ing convinced of, and reproved for 
evil, if he heeds not reproofs, bur 
periſhes in his evi], then his deſtructi- 
on'1s of himfelt ; butif through this 
love of God, fhed abroad in the 
hearts of people, they be awaken'd 
thereby, and fo cleave to the good, 
and follow and obey it, then will that 
which was a Reprover for Evil, be an 
Inſtrucer in a Blefled Lite, where fin 

| nor 
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nor evil can't enter ( nor be ) neither 
is there any agreement with' darkneſs 
in that life in which there's no evil ; 
but the ſoul being in this liberty, 
then; Come; TI will tell you what the 
Lord hath done for my foul 5 and my 
ſonl, and all that's int me praiſes the 
Z,ord. So here's the Blefled Fountain 
opened, where the ſtreams of God's 
love arefelt torun, which drive back 
the ſtreams of malice; uncleanneſs and 
abominations, which have corrupt 
mankind. So Bleſſed are they whoſe 
Eyes are to the Living Fountam, and 
wait for the riſing of the ſprings 
thereof in their hearts , from whence 
the truly thirſting ſon] comes to be 
fatisfied, refreſhed and ſtrengthened, 
through a true ſenſe of the ſpringing 
up of this Well of Water, which he 
gives who hath: all power in Heaven - 
and Earth ; the which Well of Wa- 
ter ſpringing unto everlaſting life , all 
being dipped or plunged under this, 
the ſoul comes to be waſhed from cor- 
ruption: and ſo made white as Sriow 5 
the which is an everlaſting: ordinance; - 

ordaind 
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ordain'd of God for a perpetual Co- 
venant; the which all that would 
know Salvation through the -remiſht» 
on of fins, they muſt wait to be con- 
firmed 1n this Bleſſed Covenant, where 
the Blefſed Unity ſtands out of ſin; 
for there's no evil in this Covenant : 
So all that come to be concerned here, 
mulſt firſt agree in their hearts to ceaſe 
from ſin and. evil, and then to wait 
for the rifing ef the Pure, and ſo to 
watch in the Pure againſt all appear- 
ances of that which is corrupt,and ſo to 
grow up inthe Pure toa Bleſſed Do- 
minion over the corruptible; and fo 
in the pure meaſure of God's Spirit to 
receive and uſe the - Creatures of 
God with Thankfgiving, where eyery 
Creature 1s good when they are ſo 
received: ſo to the Pure all things 
are Pure; but to the Defiled and Un- 
believing there is nothing Pure : So 
the way of God, that is Pure and Un- 
defiled ; and Blefſed are they who are 
Undefiled and keep ( and are kept) 
in that Bleſſed way to finiſh their 
dayes, where the Soul reſts in _ 
wit 
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with God, the which is the will of 
God (according to which is this writ ) 
So to him be glory and honour, from 
the riſing of the Pure of himſelf, for- 
ever and for ever, Amey. 


By a Servant of the Lord, 


Stephen Smith, 


THE 
| BLESSED WORKS 
OF THE 
| Light of God's Holy and 
BLESSED SPIRIT 


Exalted above the works of Darkneſs. 


| Ome, fit down together in a 
deep Silence our of all fleſhly 

| Wiſdom, forgiving all Treſ- 

palles; that he that ſits upon his 
Throne, who ſaid , behold T make all 
| things new , that he may forgive all 
your Treſpaſſes; and then wait for 
acceptance into Gods pure holy Co- 
venant, his holy Law in the Mind 
that it may be writ in the Heart, 
and they ſhall not teach every man 
bis Neighbour and every man his 
Brother, ſaying, Know the I ord; for 
«ll ſhall know oo the leaſt to the 


greateſt; 
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Sreateſt : 5 for 7 will be merciful to their 
Unrighteenſneſs, and their fins and ini- 
buitics will 1 remember no more; A 
bleſicd day , nei fic be the Lord, 
whoſe Works praiſe him for ever (and 
not good works out of wicked workers 
mouths ) to theſe mighty works of the 
mighty God, the which he is working 


and bringing to paſs through. his 


mighty power, are appointed that 
mankind ſhould vein the enjoyment 
of them, to the prajſe and honour of 
his Maker f > ever. 


And that it may be diftinguiſhed 


between evil workers who have got; 


the good words, and the good works, 


from whence all true and good ard” 


gracious woras came, {obſcrve.) 


In one of the Collects appointed T6 


the Book.of Common Payer, it 2s thus} 
written, 


Almighty and everla$ting God, which! 
of thy tender Iove towards man, hath' 
ſta our Saviour Chri$t Teſus to take ap-" 
on him our Fleſh, and. to ſuffer Death* 
#pon the Croſs, that all mankind ſhould: 
follow the WO” of his great F.umility,: 


F 714 tid 


Geds Spirft Exalted. oN! 
| mercifully grast that we both follow the 
\ || example of his T atience Ws be made 
| partakers of bis Reſurredion, &c. | 
| Now mind 3 To pray for this, tha 

gs | 5s common, and uſed in the old World 
c 
5 
is 


ef Tranſzrelion, where iniquity and fin 
PÞ which ſeparates from God, and 
Fare out of his Blefled Work : But to 
t | be in the Humility arid Patience, this 
it [is God's Work, where his Will is done 
f Bon Earth as it is in Heaven: So that 
Fifpcople would but fo far condeſcend 
& flto the Will of God, as to fit down 
't n coolneſs in a true Silence of all 
FBthe works of the fleſhly wiſdom, 
4- would they not agree with us, who 
Fare in Scorn called Quakers , in Judg- 
n: {nent at leaſt, rhough jt may be not 
1s} in Practice , Vit. That [Fords with- 
fot fedts, are as Dreams and Chaff, 
-þ; Ito the Wheat , the Subſtance.) So he 
zh; Jttat hath a Dream, let him tell his 
* Dream 3 but he that hath Gods Word 
11 It bim ſpeak it : What is the Chatito 
141 (he Wheat ? Ts not my lord like a Fire, 
4. Faith the Lord, 54; like a Pammer, 
wal hat breaketh the Rockin pieces, Jer. " 
r 2 
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T am again} the Prophet,Caith the Lord, 
that Steals my [7 ord Jrom his Nei 'ghbour, 
who uſe their Tongues, and ſay, he ſaith, 


| and Propheſie falſe Creams, and tell | 


them , and cauſe people to err by their 


Lyes and T ightneſs. And fo now in 
. Coolncts, when the works of the ene- 


my are down, viz. Prejudice and Paſ- | 
fion, ec. Then by a little work of þ 


God, in its leaſt appearance, by which 


mankind is made ſenfible, they may ſee | 


by this ſmall diſtinction what it is that 
we, who are in Scorn called Quakers, 


ſtand for, (and againſt: ) And when þ 
the Eye of your Underſtanding is | 
opened, to behold his glorious works þ 
whom you have pierced ; then will you. 
love us, whom ſo many have hated, 


becauſe of our Teſtimony of Gods 
| Works. Do but ſee how you firſt ha- 
ted the Light of God in your ſelves, 
before that great Darkneſs came over 
you to hate us, who are called Qwa- 
kers, becauſe we, are bowed unto 


Chriſt's Spirit, the true Chriſtians Spt- 


rit, and therein have in ſome mea- 
ſu;e partaken of his Cup, out of which 
| = ſome 
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ſome indeed have drunk very deep, 
even to the following of his great Hu- 
mility and Patience, even to Death, 
| asin the New-F neland Sn fferings may 
| be ſeen ( by thole cruel imaginary 
| (briftians, whole wicked hands have 
been deep in the ſhedding of Innocent 
| Blood. And though through Tgno- 
|| rance the Sufferings of God's people 
hath been much in Cld-F gland, yer 
| Þ they have not been in thar deſperate 
kind as there ; where doubtleſs they 
| | aremore drunk with the Whores Cup 
| | of Sorceries and Witcacraft, then thoſe 
\ | of that kind are here in Old-Erzeland, 
| whoſe ſpirit is felt; but that IS 
. | Wings are cut, fo cannot fly at that 
| rate, which otherwiſe they would be 
| at; for now their Hands are tyed, 
how wonderfully do their Tongues 
| 20? by which its plain they have no 
' Þ Bridle, but are fet on Fire of Hell, 
wondering, deſpiſing and frerting 
| | againſt the work of the Lord 1n this 
the day of his power , though thou- 
fands are raiſed by it, to declare and - 
publiſh the -ſame words , in life ard 
converſation, &c. F 3 Ard 
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And now you vain —_ empty Pro- 


fellors and Notion its, who e laying 
in your dark and imao! ny conceiv. 
ings of things; that if vou- had been 
1n the Senkbes _ and © þarijees dave, 
you would no: have done as they did: 


But co me, be patient Aa little 3 the Þ 


vorks of Truth havea gonad ten lency, 


though they be bitter to the guilty for 


the prefer tz come 1 tay, look where 
you are; by the Light you may ſee; 
you muſt fee by it at Jaſtz it were 
better for you if you would Jet your 
Eye be opened now, and fee that of: 
fenſive Eye pulied out which hath 


been offended at God's works all thiff 


while : $9 do not harden your hearts 
in this day of God's power being ma- 
nifeſt, leaſt you be cut off from his 
relt for ever. Come therefore you that 
are judging others that did wickedly 
me eir Generation, by reſiſting God) 
holy Spirit, ſo had none of the works 
of Revelation; come fee now what 
Latitnde your works are under: | 
you be 1n the ſame liberty in the flefh 
as you Were tn, 1ts no matter what you 
ro X 
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ſay: Come now to the Tryal; what 
experience have you of the operation 
of God's Spirit? How much of the 
mind and will of God hath it revealed 
to you? Can you lay , Thys faith the 
T ord, by the certain kaow] ledge of 
the Revclation of God's holy Spirit ? 
Or have vou only talkt of it, as the 
Jews did, who laid, we have God for 
our Father, when they were doing the 
Bevil's works? Come do not ſtop your 
Fars 3. Have you heard the voice of 
Gad or ſeen his ſhape? or are you ig- 
norant of it, as they were who accuſed 
Chiiſt, as if he was bearing falſe wit- 
nes? Nay, come-turther; Have you 
not ſaid, That Revelations are ceaſed, 
and thereby {hut up the way of the 
Kingdom of God, and fromthe know- 
ledge of his Righteouſneſs by your 
wicked works, 1n going about to 


eſtabliſh your own Righteouſneſs, and 


works therein for term of life. 

Come you that have ſet up the Law 
and' Covenant without ( above the 
Law and Covenint within 3 are 'not 
theſe your own works ? and have not 
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they made you as blind as your Fa- 
thers, the Scribes and Phariſees , that. 
you canneither ſce nor hear ? ) but in 
your blind zeal are perſecuting Chriſt's 
near Relations, who follow him in their | 
Generation, even by the drawings of Þ 
his Father's Spirit unto Humiliry and 
Patience, who 1s the way, in whom | 
God's Will was done : And did not 
Chriſt give Teſtimony of Relations, 
his Mother, his Brothers and Siſters, 
who did his Father's Will? And is 
not this to be done on Earth? Andis | 
it not the will of God that we ſhould 
ſpeak the Truth at all times, and that 
we {ſhould be led and guided by the | 
Spirit of Truth into all Truth? (1s 
there any ſin in the guide : ) And is 
not this Chriſt of God the ſame Anoint- 
ing or Teacher, as he was in the begin- | 
ning of the World? Was not he be- 
fore Abraham was? And is not he the 
ſame yeſterday, to day and for ever, 
as he waz 1n the beginning, who was 
David's Lord, and the Holy mens 
Lord inall Ages? And is not he the 
Coyenant by which all 'muſt come ut 
"to 


/ 
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toGod? Was he not given for a Co- 

| venant, anda Light to enlighten peo- 
ple, and to be their Salvation, to lead 
; and command his people ? And muſt 
| not his ſheep hear his voice? And is 
f | nothe the ſame that he was in the be- 
' 

t 


ginning ? And is not this the Precious 
tryed Stone, which the Wiſe Builders, 
building without, are confounded 
and ſtumble at, even _ the higheſt 
Notioniſts in the fleſhly Wiſdom, in 
their higheſt conceivings about the 
s | holy mens words? Come, examine 
i your ſelves, and ſee whether Chriſt 


t be not in you, except you be Re- 
e | probates: You unbelievers, how hath 
s the God of the World led you a- 
s bout, and blinded you, that you can- 


- not (ce the Light of his Glorious 
- Goſp<cl? Come lee the cauſe; have you 
-| . not been making Proviſion for the 
ef Afleſhin the firſt place, and anſwerin 

, the Luſts thereof after the glory of the 
s old World. of fin and iniquity? Hath 
I not reſpe& of perfons been 1n your Eye, 
e and filthy Jnere, and praiſe of men, 
y and greeting in Market-places? Have 
0 | you 
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you not. preacht me prayed in your 
own wills, and run for gifis and re- 
wards 1n. your own wi}ls 2 and is not 
all this Honour to be had below ? And 
have you not ſought it before the 
Honour of God's work in your hearts ? 
And is not this th- caule of your Tg- 
' norance of God's Kingdom , and his 
Righteouſneſs (Chriſt) and his Rela- 
tions, his Mother, Siſters and Brethren, 
who are ſandtified and bleſt thiou th 
the will of God, where it is done in 
Trutiz and Righteouſneſs ; 2 and where 
that it is done, do not ſnch confirm in - 
_truth and reality all God's Blcifed and 
holy works without in all generations? 
So do not envy and hate the people 
called Onyakeys, for maintaing the 
works of God's holy Spiric within them; 
for there are many of them have b-cn 
as high Talkers of the works of God 
in holy men without, as you are ; but 
found not ſuch Salvation, as to ven- 
ture ſouls, and bodies, and eſtates, till 
we came to ceale from our own labours 
in our own willings and runnings; 


and ſo our hearts were bowed unto 
God's 
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God's holy will in the deep filepce of all 


flethly rcaſonings and ' conſultations: 
So by the works of God's holy and 
bleſied Spirit the way of God came to 
be made manifeſt in us; the whichis a 
pure, Holy, undeftiled way, Chriſt, the 
ſame veſierday, to day, and for cver, 
as he was in the beginning without 
guile, without fin; no iniquity is in 
him: he thar is the hope of Glory, 
the great Mylitcry made manifeſt in us 
Gentiles, who 1n former times, When 
withont knowledge of him in the 
World, had Lords many, and Maſters 
many, and fetgned Faiths and Beliefs 
conceining him many ana divers: But 
when we were =_ up clearly to ſeek 
the Kingdom of God, without any re- 
ſerve of making vrovili on for the fleſh, 

then the New Jernſalezr, God's build- 
ing, came down from above, the Mo- 
ther of all the Faithful, where no evil 
can be conceived, whoſe Children in 
her are made free from the Law of ſin 
and death ; and this blefſed City hath 
no need of the Sun , neither of the 
Moon to ſhine in it ; for the Glory of - 
| God 
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God doth lighten it, and the Lamb is 
the Light thereof. This bleſſed habi- 
tation 15 Prepared for God's people, 
who love the Light of his appearance, 
and dclight to do his will. 

So away with all falle Accuſations 
from all you falie Accuſers of the peo- 
ple called Quakers, who ſay , we ex- 
ped to be Saved by a righteouſneſs of our 
own, and by works of our own: It it were 
ſo, as you falſly and vainly do lay, 
then might we not keep in the' bioad 

way, with you Hypocrites , who are 
gotten above the dayly Croſs, and ſo 
led about by the Thicf above the door, 
where you Foxes, who are cunning in 
hunting about after others works, have 
holes enough to creep and cringe into 
to keep you inthe glory of the World 
of {in and iniquity, where you have 
had along Trade in your imaginarions, 
conceiving God's works in his bleiled 
Inſtr uments without you, whoſe Lines 
you have long made your boaſt of 3 
ſo your Lvesare upon your own heads. 
. For, this I teſtifie, and the Teſtimony 


1s the ſame in chouſands, who are wit- 
nefies 
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neſſes of the works of God's holy Spi- 
rit, in ſome degree or meaſure, vis. 
That it is in Chriſt, God's Covenant, 
in which we hope for Salvation, and 
in no Covenant or Work of man's; 
and in this Covenant we are made a 
good ſavour unto God, and one unto 
another : And acceptance with God 
xs obtained no other way but by the 
one pure offering, without ſpot or 
blemiſh, by the effectual workings of 
the Eternal Spirit, where the Blood of 
Chriſt is witneſled to be ſufficient to 
| purge Conſciences of dead works, and 
ſo to ſerve God in the New and Liv. 
ing way, Which he hath conſecrated 
for us through the Vail, his fleſh: And 
therefore. all who are thus. partakers 
| - of God's works, by the Revelation of 
God's Spirit , being true witneſſes of 
the Bleſſing of God 1n this one unſpot- 
ted offering, we cannot but confeſs 
| him before men, denying all imagi- 
nary offerings in mens wills, whera 
their Garments are filled with (pots 
and blemiſhes, and their Conſciences 
are defiled with dead works of their 
own 
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own Inventions and Works, the which 
having ſome outward {hew of Holin«ls 
may recommend unto man , who lives 
in the ſame, Þut not unto God; and 
therefore experience m the works of 
God's bleſled Spiiit hath raught us to 
deny them. 

Andby this Chriſt of God, the Me- 
_ diator of the New Covenant, we have 
Acceptance with God , from whence 
the knowledpe of Salvation comes, 
by the Remiſſion of offences and fins 
and therefore we deny. all falſe and 
vain Mediatorſhip of vain man in his 
works of Conceivings and Imagina- 
tions concerning this Mediator z the 
which is really to be enjoyed and 
known by the effectual workings of 
God's Eternal Spirit, ro the Conſola- 
tion and Peace of Souls who partake 
thereof. 

And through the blefled Works of 
this bleſſed Spirit of God the deaf Ear 
comes to be opened, to hear the voice 
of the one true powerful Shepherd, 
who alone doth feed the Sheep of his 
Paſture with that convenient and 
| whole- 
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wholeſome Food , the which cauſeth 

ſoundneſs of Heart and Mind, and 
therein doth he take care to preſerve 
and keep his Sheep ina living ſenſe. of 
his Love and Fatherly care, who calls 
to his Sheep when the Lion, the Woolf: 
_ and the Bear appears, and ſtrengthen- 
eth them who take pleaſure 1n hearken- 
| ing and obeying his voice. $0 to the” 
| oneShepherd and one Fold, Teſtimony 
1s given, unto whom all that arc erred 
| and ſtrayed mult return, if ever they 
| witneſs deliverance from evil and pre- 


| ſervation from danger. So we Geny 
| all. falſe Shepherds whoſe works of 


| darkneſs tent to the ſcattering 'people- 


in their minds and underſtandings from 
the ſenſe ot-God's Works in Chriſt, 
n reconciling lolt mankind,and bring-- 
ngthem home unto himſelf: ( the ſub- 

ſtance of all) of which the Law out- 

| ward was but a ſhadow of good things: 
the. which are enjoyed in this one- 
| Shepherd and Biſhop, who takes care 

| and overſight of Souls, magnified and - 
praiſed be his holy and glorious works - 
ot Redemption for eyer and ever, 


And 
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And ſo to the Honour of this one 


bleſſed Phyfitian of Souls, whoſe Works 
are certain and effedual, the which has 
been tryed by many wounded Souls, 
who could find no Cure without by 


the fooliſh and vain Phyfitians with» . 


out, who are meer Deceivers, and 


Daubers up of people through their 


Inchantments and Sorceries, by which 
they have made a Jong Prey of people 
through their fair Speeches, getting 
their Money through meer Deceit and 


 Flattery, intruding into things they. 


have no knowledge of, in which 
Works they are puft up above the 


pure holy Works of God's bleſſed Spi- | 


rit, the Revelation of which they have 
denyed, they in lew thereof have ſet 
up their own Imaginations 'and Con- 
ceivingsin the Revelation of their Sin- 


gular exalted Spirit, the Flattery and 


Deceit of which having taken with 

ple, how are Nations corrupted 
by it? and what Miſery have theſe 
wicked Works brought into this Na- 
tion? God having given ſignal Teſti- 
monies of diſlike unto them by Plague, 


Fire 
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Fire and Sword, and by many Me(- 
ſ{cngers whom he hath drawn near un- 
to him{clt by his works, by the hands 
of them Meſſengers hath he ſent warti- 
ing upon warning, and « xhorta*ion up- 
on exhortation, with tendeis of his 
blefled works of reconciliation upon 
juſt and equal rerms., of lis ehemies 
repcnting, and turning unto. him by 
turning from their wickedneſs: Eat 
| what Entertainment theſe Seryants of 
| the Living God have found by theſe 
| fooliſh Phyfitians, who are meer 
| Time-fervers for their own ends, whoſe 
' [| refuge is an Arm of Fleſh to defend 
'' | their wicked corrupt works, which 

* | have filled the Nations with their De- 

| | flements, who by their Flatteries have 

* Þ| drawn a Compliance from Magiſtrates, 

* | to puniſh the Meſſengers and Ser- 

| | rants of the moſt high God for telling 

1 | the Truth from a certain knowledge 

I [| of the works of God's Spirit of Truth, 

& [and therein teſtifying againſt the 
* | vorks of error and darkneſs. But the 
= | lufferings that have been for this Jove 
» [*f God in and through thera who have 
l G beet 
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_ been Inſtruments in his hands, may 
through ſearch be known; ſo Teſt. 


The Was of 


mony 1s given againſt them, who are 
in the exaltation of works without, 


and denying the immediate bleſſed | 


works of God's holy Spirit in its Ope- 
rations and Revelations of the Mind 
and Will of God unto wounded Souls 
within. 

And further concerning theſe blel. 
fed warks of God's righteous -holy 
Spirit, the which are attended with 


| Peace, unto which way many have 


been turned ; and becanſe ſome loiter, 
and are ſloathful, and yet remain un- 
converted of the old man's corrupt | 
words and deeds, and therefore not 
fit to put on the new man, Chriſt Je- 
ſus; and {ome who were in the way, 
do-turn out of it again; and fome fall 
head-long down to Perdition: Oh! 
what occaſion have the watchers for 
evil taken at this, and thereby ſet at 
nought God's works in his holy righ- 
teous Spirit, and them that abide there- 
in, making concluſions in their dark 
1maginary conceivings of the mory 
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of God, That he hath no ſuch perfe# 
works T_ adayes ; but that all are fal- 
lible and changeable: And ſo meaſure 
and weigh the things of Gad in their 
corrupt falſe meaiure and ballance, 
which things are Abomination 1n the 
ſight of God. So Teſtimony is given to 
God! s bleſſed works, though many are 


fo brittle that they will not abide them) 


yet. notwithſtanding God's works in 
and through his holy Spirit of Truth, 

are righteous, holy, perfe& in every 
degree and meaſure, and remains firm 
in goodneſs, and unchangcable, there 
being no ſpot nor blemiſh in them, 

the which praifes them for ever, out 


of which none ſhall ever find accep- 


tance of him, Mutter, peep, whine 
and ſcold as long as you will , your 
works of darknets mult down, "which 
bave corrupted the Nations, which i 1 
cauſe of the great Judgments paſt in 


this Nation, and the greater yet to 


come; For the Sword of the Spirit, 
the Word of God, is gone out againft 


wicked workers and works ; and thus 
| faith the Lord, No Peace to the wicked, 
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their prayers are abomination in my 
fight. So whatſoever your profeſſions 
and coverings therein be, of your 
talkings and imaginations concerning 
the gift of God, which is Life Eter- 
nal, you being really out of it, in your 
own imaginary parts and gifts, in 
comprehending the works done with- 
out you, and fo not ſenſible of any 
rea], perfect, pure work of God's holy 
Spiritin you, the which is the cauſe 
you are ſo dark, and wickedly blind- 
ed to plead for fin, the which is ac. 
companicd with the wages of death; 
the cauſe of death being fin, the which 
remaining, the effets cannot ceaſe, 
even death and corruption from that 
venomous ſting over all flefh that is 
corrupted with it. So for ſhame leave 
your falſe Accuſations againſt an inno- 
cent people, called by the Name of 
Onakers, for teſtifying of the works of 
God's holy Spirit,the which are perfet 
in every degree, and therefore there 
is not the leaſt (in nor evil in them 
Soall you whoſay, Ton are not with- 
out fin in your beſt duties; I ſay, they 
are 
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are all works of your own ( which 
blind and hide God's works from you.) 
And as you may read of the works of 
God's Spirit in Mordicai, how they 
could not bow to the Pride and Ar- 
rogance of F'azzan; and allo, the 
works of God's Spirit 1n Daniel, how 
they cauld not bow to them that 
would have reſtrained and limited 
themz and alſo the works of Gods 
Spirit 1N Shadrach, Meſhech and- Abed- 
go, how they could not bow to the 


 Colden Image, ſet up by. Nebuchad- 


nzar , though Laws under Penalties 
of Death in a "Cruel manner was before 


[_ and alſo, the works ef God's 


holy Spirit in the Primitive Chriſtians, 
through the ſtrength of which they 
under- went .hard and grievous things 
under the ſpirit of Antichriſt, which 
gotupin a form of good words , in 
the pleaſures and vanities of the works 
of the fleſhly wiſdom, the which have 
been kept up by the fame widom, by 
the Arm of fleſh,under which the Inno- 
cent people, who are true witneſſes 
of the works of God's Spirit have ſuf- 
G 3 |  fered 
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fered very deeply in this Ape, the 
which cannot be hid, though the 
cauſe for which thev have thus ſuf: 
fered is fo far hid that it cannot be 
believed, though they have been won- 
derfully declared of. But it is Morde- 
car, Damiel, Shadrach, Meſh ch and 
Abednego's God, which we, whoarenm | 
(corn called Onthers, do worſhip in 
and by the ette&s and bleſſed Opera- 
tion of his own bleſſed Spirit , where- | 
in ſtands our confidence, and not in 
Fleſh; and our Faith, Belief and Hope 
1s in him, that he will turn the Hearts 
of our enemies unto us, though many 
will periſh in their pain- -ſaying. $f 
over all the works and powers of dark: 
neſs in our Faith and Belicf, that the 
holy righteous works of God” s bleſſed 
Spirit {hall be exalted, and the God 
of Truth in and through his bleſſed 
works, in preparing and fitting the 
hearts of people, the knowledge of 
him (KA!l increaſe , till it ſpread over 
all. And for this purpoſe hath: God 
railed may, contrary to the wildot) 
ofthe World, in whom be hath thade 
known 
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known his Righteous} 24 orks, who have 
unity and fellowſhip therein ( who are 


true labourers therein ) purely out of 
love to God and his bleſſed works, in 
good-will and true-Jove to all men, 

that all may taſte of the goodnel; of 
God, the experience of which will 
bring mankind to be of one mind and 


| heart, and therein to agree to praiſe 


and magnifie God, who ſhows man. 


| his Thoughts, to whom belongs ho- 


nour and glory for ever. 


And now all you Leaders of the 
People, in all forms and faſhions, who 


| are denying the works of the Divine 


Power of God m its bleſſed operation 
and powerful workings, in ſettihg free 
them who are heavy laden and "weary 
through the enemies works of fm and 


| iniquity, the which you fay cannot be 


overcome 3 therefore you are denyers 
of the ſufficiency of God's works and 
his kingdom, wherein dwells' righte- 
ouſheſs, peace and joy, in and through. 
effectual workings of God's holy Spi- 
ritz the which, though you ſay in 

G 4. words, 
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words, -Thy Kingdom come , thy IWill 
be done, &c. But being (ayers, and 
not doe: rs, you are ſo darkened that 
with all your own wills and mights 
you are ſtrengthening the old King- 
dom of tran{greſſhhon , where {in and 
iniquity aboundeth, the Devii's works: 
Was it not by reaſon of tian'greflion 
that the firſt Law, the ficſt Covenant, 
was added , which was written in 
Tables of Stone ? And was not this in 
force till the Seed of Life and Power, 
the coming of the Meſſiah, to finiſh 
Tranſgrefſion, and to put an end to 
Sin, and ſo bring i in everlaſting Righ- 
teouſnels, God's Kingdom? 

Now all you blind Leaders of the 
blind, is not here God's ſecond Co- 
-enant, writ in the heart, into which 
all muſt come that come unto 
God, where his Light is to ſhine, who 
1s the True I ight that enlightens every 
man that comes ya the World 2 Andit 
this righteous Law be taken heed un- 
to, will it not judge Luſt when it riſes. 
in the, heart? And will it not judge 
Anger when it riſes in the heart ? a 
WI 
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will it not judgeevery defire of break- 
ing Promiſe, when it ariſes 1n the 
heart ? And will it not judge every 
haſty and froward Action and Light- 
neſs, when they appear in the heart? 
And 15not all that proceeds from this 
righteous Law and Covenant of God 
1n rhe heart Pure Truth,} Tea and Nay ? 
And what is more then plain Truth, 


' Tea and Nay, 1s it not judged by this 


pure Law 1n the heart ?. And are. not 
all * fotbidden to Swear by this one 
Law-giver, who is able to- Save or to 


Deſtroy ? And muſt not his righteous 


Law and Decree take place, though 
many Laws through darkneſs and 
Ignorance may be made againſt it? 
And muſt not all that come to S;ow, 
the City of the Living God, bz re- 
deemed through theſe righteous judg- 
ments? And all that will not come 


_ under this righteous Law and Govern- 


ment, where Mercy and Peace kiſſes, 
and Truth and Righteouſneſs 1s ſer 


over all; is it not juſt that they be left 


to Judgment without Mercy? So is 
not Deſtruction from Self-willing and 
running 


ED ES ED REAL aa ana 


Wo -- that”. =. - As 


_ OY |S EW Ire un ene - _ q NE CIS 


— A owt. +. WW 4 


104. The Wozks of 
running -lof people out of the counſel 
and knowledge of the will and mind 
of the living God ? And 1s not the Sal- 
vation of every Soul in and through 
the righteous Decrees , and jutt and 
holy Laws of God, which is Light in 
every Conſcience? And muſt not all 
come to Salvation come firſt to the 
way and means that Cod hath ordain- 
ed? And is not the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt, in the Light of his Holy Spirit, 
the way by which all muſt come uhto 
God, the which is without ſpot, with- 
out gutle ? And maſt not all that come 
unto God come unto him in this one 
bleſſed favoury offering ? And is not 
this Chriſt.of God the ſame yeſterday, 
to day and for ever. as he was before 
Abraham was, and (o the ſame in the 
beginning of all things? And muſtnot 
a'] that come to God,. come out#ot 
Tranſgreftion, th? cauſe why man- 
kind was drove from the preſence of 
God? And 8 nat this Chriſt of God 
the way out of Tranſpreſſhion, who 
was obedient and ſubjet to the will 
of his Father.in all things? And muſt 

C312 0 not 
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not they, all that are ſaved, be brought 
into this bleſſed Covenant of Life, 
the end God's great love 1n his Son 
manifeſted tothe World, that through 
him they might not abide and periſh 
in Darkneſs; but through believing 
and abeying that ſecond coming and 
appearance of the Light of him, they 
might have the Light and Under- 
{tanding of the Life of him , the one 
bleſſed Offering, that perfeFs for ever 
thP that are ſanftified ? 

And now all you blind Leaders of 
the blind, under all your imaginary 
lifeleſs Confeſſions and Profeſhiens of 
God and Chriſt, what ſtrength of Ar- 
guments do you ufe in your” perverſe 
Wills and Aﬀections to ſtrengthen the 
old World of Tranſgreffion in fin and 


. iniquity ? whereby you go about with 


all your might to make void the ſecond 
Covenant which is without fault, and 
ſo you ſhut up rhe way to Ged's King-: 
dom and the knowledge of his Riph- 
teouſneſs, by labouring and moyling 
in your vain ſervice and works to 
eſtabliſh your own Righteouſtels, a 
as 
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dark works therein? And by this 
fruitleſs labour and travel, what dark- 
neſs and blindneſs have you brought 


__ over the Nations, through your | ig- 


noran: Conc::ivings of thoſe gractous 
words , Wiich were ſpoken” by the 
eficqual working and moving of 
God's holy Spirit ia and through 
| holy men, the which was for a bleſlc :d 
end ſpoi.-n, even to turn people from 
the daixnefs, which was over them 
by reaſon of their tranſpreſſion, uno 
the true witnel(s in them, the Light 
makes manite{t all that is reprovable 
and wicked in mankind, the which 
being turned from , and the Light 
obeyed, that they may be led to the 
kntwatatlye of God, that they may not 
be without God in the World , whone 
to know is Life Eternal? Ando Light 
is ſown for the Righteous, that through 
this bleſfed Seed the Serpen:'s head 
may be bruifed , and kept under in 
all; andio is way made to put on the 
Heavenly Image again, by being led 
and guided out of Darkneſs - the 
rt the Ezrarmel, in and through 


every 
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every bleſſed and glorious degree of 
his works to the mark of thar price, 
the meaſure and ſtature of the fulneſs 
of Chriſt Jeſus, the Heavenly Man, 
the Heavenly Image; as zany as are 
baptized irto Chriſt, put on Chriſt. 

Now [ {ay unto you blind Leaders 
of the blind, who have got ſome few 
of the gracious words and works of 
the righteous men ot Tyud, therefore 
ay but few of tizem, becauſe there 
is Gut little upon record of thoſe migh- 
ty works, which did then ſhew forth 
the wonderful power of God in and 
by the effectual workings of his holy 
bleſſed Spirit , the which, if all had 
been written, the World could not 
have contained the Books; and of 
that which was written, you have bur 
a part, with which you blind Leaders 
of the blind have made a long Trade, 
in Wreſting, Perverting and Cor- 
rupring to your own deſtruction, mak- 
ing them look every way but the 
right in your imaginary Conceivings 
thereof. So wrong you are im your 
Judgments, who have denyed the 
eficctua; 
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eficctual workings of God's holy Spi- 
rit, that what in you Iyes by your 
works of darkneſs, you are making 
void God's holy Law and Covenant, 
as toany truc underſtanding ar know- 
ledge of it in the mind and heart: 
And ſo building your ſclves up in Ima- 
inations and Conceivings , what 
Rrongen are you to God's holy work, 
in and by the effecual working of his 
holy Spirit within man ? How bruitiſh 
are you in your underſtandings - to 
ſtand and wonder, and ſome to de- 
ſpiſe, till they periſh at the news of | 
theſe works, though God hath raiſed 
many faithful Witneſſes, who have 
declared and given Teſtimony to then, 
even to. the laying down their Lfves, 
and many their Libertnes, and 1n great 
meaſure their Eſtates, whereby it hath 
plainly ſhewed, that this 1s the time 
and ſeaſon wherein God 1s making 
known his mighty power, for the ſub- 
duing and bringing under the power 
of darkneſs, that the Kingdoms of 
this World may become the . King- 
dems of God ; and that the Kingdom 
* 
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of his Son, which 1s 1n Righteouſneſs, 
Peace and Joy of his bleſſed holy Spij- 
rit may beſet over all? And is not 
this according to that Prayer , Thy 
Kingdom come, thy Will be done oz 
Earth, &c. Now conſider, are not alt 
thoſe wayes deſtructive to mankind 
that are made up in the dark Con- 
ceivings of man, without the Light 
of underſtanding the will of God here- 
in 2 And by your works of darkneſs, 
in oppoſing the bleſſed effetual works 
of God's holy Spirit, what mifery and 
confuſion have * you brought your 
ſelves and the Nations into , where 
you Iye in heaps in Controverſies about 
the works and words without, till the 
enemy's works of darkneſs be over- 
grown mm you, by which you are ſo 
droven from the preſence of God, and 
the Light of his Countenance, that 
you are greatly confounded, kicking 
and ftumbling at the prectous ſtone, 
the which in your fleſhly worldly wif 
dom you think too mean to be ir 
your Buildings? by reaſon of which 
bow many faſhions are. your _— 
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of? reeling and ſtaggering from ons 
faſhion to another, ſoaring aloſt in 
our airy imaginations of the things 
of God. in ul5:12 your Wits arid Arts 


to bend the holy men's Teſtimonies to 


your corrupt Wills and AfﬀeGtons: 
And ſo miich more as you ſtrive in 
theſe works, ſo much more you are, 
and muit be confounded : What a ſad 
work have you hetein taken in hand? 
and whar vaſt Sums of Money have 
you exacted out of Nations to main- 
tain the Pride and Arrogancy of your 
hearts herein ? 

Oh ! that there were ſuch a heart 
in people to lit down before the x5, 
that they may partake fo much of k 
works as to open the Eye of their un- 
derſtandings, that they ſte over theſe 
works of darkneſs, where nothing is 
g00d NOT pleaſant ro the truly hunger- 
ing and thirſting, Souls after God's 
Righteouſneſs « How miſerably have 
the Nations been cheated by theſe 
blind Guides, who have exatted abun- 
dance of Wages under preterice of 


being Healers and Curers of the Na- 
t!ons 5 5 
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| tions; butare now found by the EF 
| feFwal Workings of the Light of God's 
| holy Spirit to be the chief Inſtruments 
Þ of the letting in of Darkneſs, Cor- 
| ruption and Abominations that raign 
| on the Earth ; through that adulte- 
| rated Spirit, the Mother of all Harlots, 
| who are departed from the true Spoule, 
| and (o running and hunting after o- 
| thers blefſed works and. experiences, 
| have ſet up Trades in their Arts of - 
| telling and boaſting of others Lives 
| and Works, where that adulterated 
Spirit hath covered them, who are 
| corrupted with her Sorceries and 
| Witchcraft under various faſhions of 


| Confeflions and Profeſſions of God 


| and his Chriſt > But underneath theſe 
| coverings are the ſame wicked hands 
| by which the Juſt hath ſuffered, and 
| been rejected, and (et at nought in all 
| Apes. 

{ And through the bleſſed works of 
the Light of God's holy Spirit theſe 
corrupt workers and works of dark- 
neſs being diſcovered, and a Righte- 
| ous Teltimony in Thouſands that ſtant 
H againlt 
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againſt them; what a ſad work do 


theſe blind Leaders make to hide them- | 
ſelves from the wrath of the Lamb that | 
Is coming upon them , looking back | 


to the ſeveral Traditions, Cuſtoms and 


Commands of men, from whence they | 
drive ſeveral eſtabliſhments upon fleſh- | 
Iy rotten Foundations, as Covenant, | 
and DzreFory, of man's, none of God's | 
Foundation : Chriſt, God's Founda- | 
tion, 1s a pure, holy, unſpotted Foun- | 
dation, Where God's Wiſdom and | 
Counſel diredqs in and through the | 
works of his holy Spirit, the which | 


are perfe& and good in every degree 
thereof, by which people are built up 


a Spiritual houſe, to the honour and | 


praiſe in and through God's bleſſed 
works forever. 


So to God's Covenant and Works 
muſt all mankind be brought under; | 


(that are redeemed and made aliveto 


God;) therefore we deny the Presby- | 
terians Covenant and DireFory, as be- | 
ing but a meer Parcel of Conceiving | 
and Imaginations, which tends to hide | 


the holy Covenant, and F nan” 
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of the Righteous people in Generatr- 
ons paſt, and now preſent in being 


(who were and are built upon the ſare 


Foundation, which God hath laid, 
and thereon in Covenant with his 


righteous holy works. ) 


And concerning your Foundation, 
who are built upon a'\ Church-Faith, 
made up by an Aſſembly of Diviners 
out of their own Brain, in the fleſhly 
Comprehenſions ; its man's work , full 
of blemiſhesand ſpots(and not God's,) 
God's Foundations and Works there- 
on are pure and holy , without ſpot, 
wrinkles or blemiſh. And foraſmuch 
as your made up Faith and Works 
tend to the making void the pretious 
Faith of God's Elect, which 1s the 
gifr of God, the which purifies the 
heart, and works by love, and giveth 


' viGory over the old World of Tranſ- 
| greſſuon and ſin, with out which there is no 
| pleaſing God : And lo to this one Faith, 


one Baptiſm, and one Lord, Teſti- 
mony 1s given, and againſt all feign- 
ed Faiths, the works of men's hands, 

 H the 
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the which are in wickedneſs, by which 
the Juſt was (lain. 

And concerning that head of the 
Beaſt, which 1s branched out into ſe- 
veral Horns in feigned Eumility and 
Will-worſhip , intruding into things 
which they are not led into by the 
Light of God's holy Spirit, and there- 
fore their Foundation being not from 
a certain knowledge of the immediate 
works of God's holy and blefled Spi- 
rit in them ; But arc in their own wil- 
lings and running into Imaginations 
and Conceivings about the Practices 
of the holy men of God ; but being 
out of their Spirit and Works therein, 
what dark works of plungings and 
dippings in outward Water, and ima- 


g1nary tellowſhips 1n outward Ele- | 
n.e2ts; butbeing out of a true {kenſle | 
of the works of God's Spirit,, and its | 
ia{piration to enlighten them, and | 
give them an underſtanding of the | 
Times and Seaſons of the Diſpenſati- | 


ons ard Works of the mighty God; 
what ſtrangers are they to the New 
Birth, and the. one Baptiſm of _ 

wit 


£ ne nos l 


Gods Spirit Eralted, II5 


with Fire and the holy Spirit, to burn 
and conſume Luſts, and ſo to bring 
down every high Thought: and vain 
Imagination- under his Feet, who 1s 
the Lamb of God that takes away the 
fins of the World? And fo by that one 
pure holy Spirit of God are many bap- 
tized into one Body, where God's 


| will is done on Farth by him that 
| abides forever. So not by tae works 
| of man, 1s any ſaved, but by the 


merciful-works of God in his Son, by 


the waſhing of Regeneration , aud re- 
| newing of the holy Spirit. So into 
this pure holy Name mult all be bap- 
 tized, dipped, plunged , the which 
| tends to the bringing out of all falfe 
| Fellow(hips , into that one and only 
| Pure Fellowſhip, to walk in the [ ight 


ofthe Lord, where the Blood of Chriſt 
cleanſes from all ſin: A pure Baptiſm 
ndeed,a pure Waſhing in a pure Foun- 


| tain, where filthinels that 1s within 


hex o-T 


man comes to be waſhed away, and 
thereby way is made for the comfor- 
table freſh ſprings that jriſe from the 
Fountain of Love and Mercies, ( the 

H 3 Sub- 
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Subſtance, ) of which many outward | 
things are ſhadows; but the good | 
thing it teIf 1s come, glory to God on | 
high, (Feb. g. 9, 10.) So to this bleſſed | 


» et 


work, who muſt increaſe, his Teſti- | 
mony is given; and againſt all the | 
works of men's hands, the which tend | 
to the makirg void thereot. So the | 
Fountain of God ſtands ſure, and mult } 
do forever ; and all falſe foundations, | 
whereon people have built, muſt be | 


{wept away for evermore. 


<—— — 
— 


THe bleſſed and unſpotted Foun- | 


dation the mighty God of Hea: | | 


ven and Farth hath laid ,, which is 
Chriſt, or Un@#ion from the holy God, 
by the Light and Teaching of which | 
mankind comes to beinſpired with at} 
underſtanding concerning things that| 
difter 3 even that which 1s precious| 
and wholſome, ſo good for Food forf 
every Sonl; and that which is vile and 
filthy, which tends to the defiling and} 

ringing 
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bringing Souls into bondage. And (© 
John in his I Epiſt. 2. 20. faith unto | 
the then Believers, who had received 
this Heavenly Gift: Put ye have an 
UnGion from the holy One , and ye know 
all things : Herein was, and is God's 
Love 1n his Son manifeſted to the 
World, to deſtroy his works, who 
hath led mankind into Darkneſs ; and 
ſo through man's obedience in fol- 
lowing and believing in theſe bleſſed 
and unſpotted works of God in his 
Son, the enmity comes to be lain, 
that ſeparates mankind from God, and 
ſo the bleſſed works of God in his 
Son , reconciling and bringing back 
them who have been loſt by wander- 


| ing and roving 1n their own willings 


and runnings 1n this cloudy and dark 


| night, they come to be ſeen, felt and 
| enjoyed by them who were and are 
| partakers thereof,even of God's works 
| mn his Son, by which the eye of the 


underſtanding comes to be opened, 


| and (o the offenfive eye, that is of- 
| fended at God's works, comes to be 
| put out: And thus the Light and Un- 
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derſtanding of that. pure Life comes | 
to be known, the which hath been as | 
a Lamb (lain from the Foundation of | 
the world of wickedneſs by the ſub- } 
tilty of the Serpent in mans heart. 
And now to the praife and honour 
of God Almighty, who hath drawn | 
thouſands by the ſtrivings of the | 
race of his holy Spirit to the know- | 
ledge of his way, Chriſt, the Truth, | 
Way and Life, the which is without 
ſpot and blemiſh , the (ame pure , ho- 

ly and unchangeable Way and Foun- 
dation on which the holy men of God | 
were built in Ages and Generations 
paſt, Fpheſe 2. 20. and are built upon | 
the Foundation of Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the 
chief Corner-Stone. So here was the 
Primitive Chriſtians Foundation, from 
whence proceeded and proceeds Hea- 
venly, bleſſed and gracious words, | 
from the true ſenſe and feeling of the | 
operation and powerful works of God's 
holy and bleſſed Spirit: And from this | 
holy, uncorruptible, pure Foundati- 
on and way of God were all true Mi- 
niſters 
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niſters and Teachers of others raiſed, 
from the bleſſed operation of the Spi- 
rit of Truth in themſelves, whereby 
they had and have the Will and Mind 
of God unto People , though not all 


| In. the ſame meaſure or degree : But 


every one being faithful to his own 
meaſure of knowledge, is therein a 
Miniſter of the univerſal love of God 

in his Eternal Spirit unto the World. 
So here lyes the diiference between 
true Teaching and Teachers, ( and 
falſe.) The true Teaching being the 
anointing of God's holy Spirit and 

Power, Wwherewith mankind bein 
anointed, and taught of God, and ac- 
cording to God's bleſſed will therein, 
in a croſs to his own Carnal Will and 
AﬀeRions, ſpeaking forth and de- 
livering the Truth unto people, as it 
1s in Jeſus Lord of all, in whom the 
Peace is , and from whom Peace is 
proclaimed under thoſe Conditions 
and Qualifications as it pleaſes him 
to make and tender, who 1s Lord of 
all. The falſe Teaching 1s that Spirit 
of Iniquity , the old Deceiver of the 
World, 
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World, the Serpent that worked and 
wrought under a Myſtery, ſubjeGing 
mankind unto his will under a vain 
hope, through which he beguiled him 
at firſt, drawing out a Compliance of 
his Will unto his deluſions, and ſo to 
tranſgreſs the bleſſed commands of 
his Maker 3 through which yielding 
of mankind unto the Serpent's Coun- 
ſe], they became Tranſgreſſors of 
God's holy Law and Covenant ; and 
for that cauſe was drove from God's 
Preſence, and then Fear entered; and 
Trouble and Sorrow entered by man's 
yielding to the Traytor, by which 
means he partook of the Nature of 
his Curſed works; and being thus 
drove out of the Garden of Eder, the 
Lord placed a Flaming Sword , which 
turned every way to keep the way of 
the Tree of Life. 

And now the ſame Myſtery of wick- 
edneſs, by which mankind was drawn 
into Tranſgreſtion, the ſame ſpiritual 
wickedneſs got in a high place, above 
the pure Seed of God in man , there 
keeps mankind in bondage to his will 
under 
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under many fair and ſpecious hopes, 
That though fin and tranſgreſſuon, (the 
cauſe of death,) be mot finiſhed in them, 
get deliverance ſhall be had by the ma- 
nifeſtation and works of the Seed with- 
out them, Sohere mankind being Im- 
bondaged by theſe corruptible works 
under the dark power of the enemy, 
from Whence ariſes all corruptible 
ways, man. being gone from the up- 
rightneſs in which he was created, 
g0es now abroad hunting about in his 
Inventions and Conceivings, being 
led about by this Thieviſh Spirit, 
which firſt drew his mind from the 
will of God, and ſo in this is chiming 
up and down, every way but the 
right door ; and fo being in this Earth- 
ly wiſdom from below, by Arts and 
Trades ſet a teaching of their Imagi- 
nations and Conceivings concerning 
the holy works without , and ſo here 
lay down Foundations under Confe(- 
fions and Profeſſions of good works 
and gracious words without, and 
thereby keep the Serpent's works of 


tranſpreſſion and lin alive within 3 and 
here 
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here the falſe Teachers under ſeveral 
covers of Confeſſions and Profeſſions 
in the ſpirit of Antichriſt ſet up. And 
ſo here being tolled up and down in 
floods of Inventions, from thence their 
ſhameful works are caſt up in the old 
World of tranſ{greffion and (in, where 
thele falſe Teachers are ſo rivited, the 
| works of the Enemy being become lo 
natural unto them by reaſon of the 
continuance of time in tranſgrefſion 
and f(in-, that thereby they are now 
become impudent and bold, even to 
dare toplead for the Serpent's works, 

({in,)for term of lite 3 taking it for de- 
lution and high preſumption for any 
toſpeak to the contrary : And fo here 
falſe Teachers being raiſed from the 
works of the enemy , moving in the 
Earthly wiſdom for Earthly things, be- 
ing propt and bolſtered up through 
vain glory, praiſe of men and weigh- 
ty Pounds, many Nobles and ſpecial 
Marks , with abundance of Crowns, 

and frequent appearances of Angels ; 
in and by which they are fo oyled, 

that their Tongues run at their own 
Wills 
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Wills and Luſts, by fair Speeches of 
other mens Lines and Works; with 
which 1gnoront ſimple people being 
\ taken, have ſo fed and oyled the 
Wheels of theſe Trades-men,the which 
hath ſet them up ſo ſtrong, that they 
make all the defence they can to 
ſtrengthen themſelves and their Chents 
in the old World of ſin and Iniquity : 
And ſo theſe falſe Teachers having 
put darkneſs for light, and ligat for 
darkneſs, what ſtrong Pillars and props 
they are grown under the Devil's 
Kingdom and power of darkneſs, un- 
der ſeveral heads, more that might be 
mentioned, being derived from one 
beaſtly power , from whence 1s riſen 
ſeveral Heads, and ſo branched our in 
ſeveral Horns, the which are puſhing 
every way 2gunl(t the Horn of God's 
Anointing ( the power and ſtrength 
of the efteCtual and bleſſed Teachings 
of his holy and bleſſed Spirit) the door 
and way by which all muſt enter that 
come to be truly ſatisfied with God's 
righteouſneſs ( Chriſt ) the ſame Seed 
promiſed in the beginning to bruiſe 
the 
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the Serpent's Head; the effetual works 
and power of which, according to 
God's good pleaſure, was and 1s ma- 
| nifeſtin the World. So to the praiſe 
and honour of God's holy works many 
can ſay, Peace from him that is, and 
was, andis to come, Jeſus, Lord of all, 
who delivers his people from their fins. 
the Lamb of God that takes away the ſins 
of the World ; through which powertul 
and bleſſed works of mercy and Peace 
is extended to all mankind, without 
reſpect of perſons, upon Earth. 


So bleſſed are they that fear Gad, 
and are found out of their own wil- 
lings and running mn their perverſe 
and crooked nature, in a true ſub- 
miſhon and obedience to the righte- 
ous works of God's righteous holy Spi- 
rit, the true Chriſtian Spirit, that Chri- 
ſtianity may flouriſh again, and that 
Heatheniſm and Paganiſm under that 
name Chriſtian may be tubdued, and 
vaniſh away ; and Jeſus Lord of all, 
exalted 1n the hearts and minds of peo- 


ple over all his enemies: Then {ſhall 
h the 
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the Nations flouriſh, and yield Fruit 
in Seaſon, to the praiſe and honour of 
God forever. 


DES " A_ EIS oe fo» 


—— 


$- FS : w—— - I by = C 
DO OO OO OO OC 5 Ry rot OO EO 


<p > POTS. hs .75-i _ - 


LITE 
Lone 


Nd now all you Merchants of ZBe- 
byloz, Howl and Cry, Alas ! alas! 
What ! all theſe precious Trades, where- 
by we have gotten ſo much Gain , muſt 
they all down 2 Where be all our Moun- 
tains and Rocks, that have been ſo long 
a making up by all our Tellow-Trades- 
men by Arts and Inventions, in Pro 
feſſions and C onfeſſions of good works and 
. words without, through Ages and Gene- 
rations paſt ? Vf ill none of theſe Moun- 
tains and Rocks cover and hide us from 
the great wrath of the ] amb? What 
rmſt we now bow to his righteous works 
who takes away the ſins of the World 2 
or elſe will ye grant usnoTeace? Alas | 
alas | what clothing in Scarlet , and 
and Purple, and Fine ] innen of Egypt, 
with precious Stones, will theſe no longer 
hide our fins and iniquities © Muft all 
; oOUr 
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our works herein, wherein we thought to © 


have eſtabliſhed onr- own righteouſneſs, 
muſt they now all be put off as dung 
and droſo? Alas! alas! though we 


have live4 ſo ſar from the knowledge of 


the operation and works of God 's Spirit, 
as utterly to deny its Revelations now 
adayes, and ſo have been dark, and 
void of the knowledge of God's righte- 
ous chaſtiſments , and rebukes therein ; 

yet we have preſumed, that by cuſtom of 
 Confeſſuns and Profejſuons of God's good 
works, done in and through holy men 
without ns, would have given us a right 
to his holineſs, thou the lusF of the eye, 
the luſt of the fleſh, the pride of life and 
friendſhip of the World had never been 
wholly ſubdued in us, but in ſuch a part 
as might be con fiſternt with our gain and 
profit in the World. Put alas! alas! 


our coverings be too narrow, they will no 


longer hide us; God's righteous works 


are abroad in the Farth, who is n- 
ſpiring his people with true Light of un- 
derſtanding; and Mordicai ſits in the 
Gate, and will not bow to wickedneſs 
(Haman.) Alas! alas! we have twin- 
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el and twiited about through many Crafts 
| and Izventions, ſome of our be5f Arts- 


| ſome others a Natural Light, azd others 
* 4 Bewildering Light 5 aud likewiſe 
| many falſe Accuſations have we raiſed, 
| with Evil Reports, Scornings and Re- 
| proachings of the people called Quakets, 
| for Confeſſang to the Works of the Light 
| of God's holy Spirit; get all our ſhifts 
| do not at all help us, but thoſe works 
proſper, and they are generally a faith- 
ful people to their TeStimony. Alas! alas ! 
' who would have thought our Mother 
would have beers ſuch a Harlot 2 What 
| delicate Tnchantments and SJorceries 
| hath ſhe uſed and trained ws up in , that 
we have been thus deceived, aud thereby 
 bave been Inftruments bf deceiving the 
whole Nations £ Alas ! alas ! we can 
fly into no Corner nor Fole but we are 
| found, ont and purſued." Alas! alas! 
tan't all the Wiſdom of the World , and 
Arts therein help to hide our ſins and 
Iniquities from the Þ ight of the Lamb? 
Is every Creature ſo manifeſt in his fight, 


ning f 


| Men having called the Tight a Devil, 


that made all things good in the begin- 
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ning? And is he now at work again? 
And muit.4ll yield to his works, or be ac- 
connted his enemies, and be caſt out 

his preſence, who is Lord of all, whoſe 


3s the Earth and fulneſs thereof? Alas| 


we periſh forever. 


Even ſo muft it be done to you | 
workers of iniquity, who have been | 
and are as props and pillars, ſtrengthen- | 


ing the Old World of Tranſgreſſion 
in fin and iniquity, the Devil's works, 
and therein withſtood the fufficiency 
of God's love manifeſted to the World 
'3tthis Son to deſtroy the Devil's works, 
which works of Tranſgreſſion the old 


fubtile Serpent , the deceiver of the | 


Nations, 11 and through his Jaſtry- 
ment, is ſtriving and labouring to main- 
tain under ſeveral and very large and 
ſfpecious pretences of crying out, Lord, 
Lord: But come workers of iniquity, 
theſe good words will not give you 
admittance into the Kingdom of God; 
its not they that ſay, Lord, Lord, ſhall 

Fn 


| 
alas ! wordrof repentance of fix will not | 


ſerve now; there muſt be a true repen- | 


farce ard forſaking ſin and evil, orelſe | 
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efiter therein 3 but they that do the 
Will of God. And was not his Will 


manifeſted to the ' World in his" Son, 
| that they that beheved and followed 
 himin doing his Father's Will might 
| hot periſh, but have everlaſting Life ? 


And do' not mantiy of -you confeſs t6 


| this in words? who ſay in your Prayers, , 


That we may follow the example of 


Chriſt's Fnmiliation and Patience, that 


we may attain to his ReſurreFion, &C. 


| What brave words have you workers 


of iniquity got in your Old Botte,that 
can hold none of the New Wine ? 
Ando in your corrupt wilk what will 
the uſing” good words do you good, 
but thereby add to your Condemna- 
tion, who by good words, and corrupt, 


| and bad ations are withſtanding, and. 


have withſtood rhe good will, pleaſure 
and love of God in his Son to the 


World. So your works of Darkneſs 


and falſhood are clearly manifeſted, aad 
you can't hide them from the Light : 
But the Light of the effeQual and 
powers works of God's holy Spirit; 
wherein his Will is manifeſt , is riſing 
1 2 - _ . more 
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more and more, toa more perfed day 


of his will being doneupon Earth , to | 
_ the praiſe and honour of his bleſſed | 
and holy Name, whoſe works are Pure, | 
Holy, Juſt and Perted in every degree | 
thereof, and tend to the true Refor- | 


' mation, Peace, Proſperity and Eſtab- 


kſhment of all mankind in Gods love | 


and mercy therein forever. 


So worſhipped be God that made | 


Heaven and Earth, and the Foun- 


tains of Waters, and all-things there | 
in, who fills the hearts of the upright | 
with 3 joy and gladneſs, through the | 
ſhinings forth of the light of his Coun- | 


tenance, who fits upon his Throne 
and faith ; Behold I make all thing 
New, (Amen.) | 


And 
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ANd now unto ſach who are in 


_ doubt, Whether God's holy. Spirit 


doth ſo effeFually work now adayes as in 
| the Primitive times. Unto youl lay, 
| what "fleſh could ever have indured 
| ſuch grievous and continued Puniſh- 


* | ments in Tryals of divers ſorts , by 


Impriſonments, and Baniſhments, and 


| Hangings, and Killings, as in New- 
| Fnoland (and Impriſonments to Death * 
| and ſpoiling of Goods)m Old- Ergland, 
| and Cruel Mockings, and Scoffings and 


bloodſhed by unmerciful men ? In- 
deed ſome in a voluntary humility 


have ſomewhat appeared in Sufferings, 


but being in their own willings and 


runnings and works therein , how 
| have they been overcome , their 
| ftrength being an Arm of Fleſh, as 
| well as others, and ſo fleſhly works 


have been overcome by fleſhly works? 
But it is not ſo with them who are in 


ſcorn and deriſion called Qzakers, be- 
on cauſe 
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cauſe they have bowed to God's way, 
the which is quite different to man's 


wayes, was that name given 3 but in | 


God's way hath his Arm been reveal. 
ed, and ts ſtrength-made- manifeſt jm 


our weakneſs: $q that to the praiſe of | 


- him that lives forever the operation 


of his bleſſed Spirit is felt, as in the 


primitive dayes and the glory and | 


comfort of it bath miniſtred ſtrength 
and refreſhment in the time of tryals; 
though this way of proceeding hath 
been hid from the vulterous evil Eye. 
So to the praiſe and glory of God is 
Confetfion made” through the apera- 
tion of his holy Spirit, through which 


thouſands have been preſerved and | 
kept from bowing to the ſeed of Caiy, 
Haman and the Beaf# , which hath | 


. made the World ag a Wilderneſs, where 
wild Fruits and wild Actions (pri ing. 


So we can truly ſay, to the praiſe of 


God, let notthe wiſe men in the wil 
dom of this World glory in their wif 
dom, nor the ſtrong men in the 
ſtrength, nor the mighty men-in thei! 


might; but let all wait if that puly 
me#- 
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meaſure of the Light of Gad's Spirit 
in their Conſciences, that by_it they 
may draw near unto God, that they . 
know his bleſſed works of mercy, and 
love, and judgment in the Earth, where- 
mn that true glory and honour of God 
is, 


— 
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AN further, "concerning Miz:itry, 
this I ſay; asthe blefled works of. 
the Light of God's holy Spirit has 
place in hearts, and ſo opens under- 
ſtandings, a diſcovery will be made 


7 
. 


| from thence of the falſe, corrupt and 


| and wicked Miniſters, who open their 
| - Mouths for Gifts and Rewards, from 

' Whoſe works in fair and deceitful 
Speeches Prophaneneſs 1s gone out-1n- 
'| to the World, where the Revelations 

_ of God's holy Spirit is denyed and (et 
at nought ; they telling people, Reve- 
lations are ceaſed, they are nat tobe 
known now adayes, &c. So thefight of 
all the good and bleſſed works of 

37. T4. God's 
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God's gqad and holy Spirit are be- 
come as a Sealed Book , fo that they 
who have exalted their parts and 
knowledge in Hebrew , Greek and [ 4- 
ti above the pure Life of Jeſus , they 
can't read in it, becauſe it is ſealed; 
and theſe Learned men (unleajned in 
the things of God) can't read in 1, 
becauſe they draw near to God with 
their Mouths , and feem to honour 
him with their Lips, but their Hearts 
not being right in his fight , there- 
fore are the wiſdoms confounded, and 
underſtanding in the Things of God 
kept from them. 

So its ſuch who have nothing to 
Miniſter from but a divination of their 
own Brain, 1n conceivings and ima- 
ginations concerning the works of | 
. God in others, 'but from no know- 
ledge of his works in themſelves ; fo 
they run and Divine for Money, and 
Gifts and Rewards in that adulterated 
whoriſh Spirit, which hath ſate a long 
time, and reigned over people, who 
have been as unſtable and unſettled as 
Waters, reeling and ltaggering to _ 
ro 


Govs Spirit Exaltev. 1353 
fro through the Sorceries and Wicch- 
craft of that whoriſh wicked ſpirit, 
into which Cup the Kings of the Earth 
have drunk, and been made drunk 
with Envy , Malice and Hatred one 
 . againſt another 3 and from Luſts,which 
have been canceived in that wicked 
and untimely womb , have proceed- 
| ed Wars, and Fighting, and Hatred 
| one againſt another, and alſo hatred 
| againſtthe appearance of God's gaod 
works 1n others, 

So its againſt that bad and wicked 
ſpirit, which is not to ſpeak i the 
Church, that I am moved to give Teſti- 
mony in and through the operation of 
God's good and holy ſpirit, th ewhich 
1s mightily at work this Day, wherein 
his power is made manifeſt to deſtroy 
the Devil's works, and ſo a way mak- 
ing for the pouring forth of God's 
holy and bleſſed ſpirit more and more 
upon allfleſh ; from whence I believe 
there are at preſent hundreds of Able 
and Gifted Miniſters in this Nation, 
m ſome degree or meaſure or other of 
God's holy ſpirit, who can ſpeak ex- 
perimentally 
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perimentally of what they have felt, 
handled, taſted and ſeen of his works 
thererein, who is the beginning and 
ending of” every good and perfel# work, 
and gift, in and for them, who wait to 
know his will and do it: And through 
theſe bleſſed works muſt the wounded 
and Cciſtrafted Nations be healed and 
ſet to rights ; and all that hinder theſe 
bleſſed works of God's holy and. un- 
limited ſpirit, they are enemies to God, 
and to their own ſouls, and to the Na- 
tion and Country where they live. 

Soto that of God in every ones Con- 
ſcience I appeal in theſe weighty and 
high concerns, whereinlI haye done the 
will of God, Ireſt 


The gth. day of the A Lover of the Truth, 
 4th;Montb, 1673Q . whercin TI ſeek the 
good of all Mankind. 


Stephen Smith. 


Now 
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Ne” unto you who ſay, 7 write out 
of Enmity: Therein you ſay true; 
for in the true Enmity , which God 
hath put between the two Seeds, viz. 
The bleed Seed of the woman , and the 
Curſed Seed of the Serpent: So that in 
that which is truly good, that bleſſed 
Seed by which evil is overcome , ac- 
cording to the good-will of God, in 
that I give Teſtimony againſt that ' 


- Which 1s corruptible and bad, by which 


mankind is led away into darkneſs, 
and there captivated under the ene- 
my 's power. : | 
But if any ſhall ay, T7 wiſh herein 
any ill to any one's perſon : I do ſay 10 
the Truth and Uprightneſs of my 
heart, that ſuch do fallly accuſe me 3 
For [know in the bleſſed Seed Inter- 
ceſſtion is made through me and many 
thouſands, that Light may fe in them 
w: 5 fit in darkneſs, that mankind, 


wa are dead ig treſpaſſes and fins, 
may 
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may be quickened, and raiſed into the 
glorious freedom and liberty in the 
Son of God, where we may live to- 
oether in Peace with God and one 
with anotber, to the praiſe and glory 
of his holy Name forever. 


Stephen Smith. 
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A Trumpet ſounding in 

_ the Ears of all Perſecutors, to 
awaken them out of their dead 
ſleep, in which they have taken 
Prey from the Innocent , who 
have made themſelves drunken 
with Malice and Enwy ;, and (o, 
Nabal-/ike, are ſaying, Whacr 
are theſe, that we (ſhould re- 
gard them, &c. 


” YOme Perſecutors, Awake, A- 
Wake, hearken how the Cows 

” and the Oxen Low 1n your 
Earsz When you lye down to ſleep, 
doth not their Lowing trouble you? 
And when you riſe, are not you tor- | 
mented at the noiſe of their Lowing? 
{leep as ſecure as you can , you-will 
be. awakened at laſt; and: then the 
| noiſe 
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noiſe of the Lowing of Cows and Oxeti 
will ſound in your Ears: Ia your 
lying down, in your-riſi ing up; in your 
Eating and Drinking 3 3 in your going 
about your buſmnels ; It will be a dread- 
ful noiſe, when the cauſe of the In- 
nocent, whom you have wronged, 

comes to be laid before Fou. 

Come Perſecutors; Awake, Awake, 
hearken ; do yeu not hear the Bleat: 
ing of Sheep, which have been taken 
from Innocent people, for keeping the 
Commands of Jeſus? ſtop your Ears 
as hard as youcan, they will be open- 
ed at laſt; and their Bleating will 
be ſo loud ſounded: in your Ears, that 
you cannot avoid the cerrible noiſe 
thereof. 

Come Perſecutors, Awake Awake; 
hearken what a dreadful noiſe | is a- 
mongſt the Pots, Kettles, * Skillets, 
Frying-pans, Dripping-pans, Pewter- 
diſhes, Flaggons, Chamber-pots, &c. 
the which have been taken from ah In- 
nocent people, for keeping their Con- 
ſcience void of offence towards (God 
and man; thatmen take offence = 


the Ears ofall Perſecutozs, 147 
the Innocent, when no proof can be 
made thereof ; that is the ſteps of the 
wicked in all Ages : But hearken Per- 
fecutors, ſure yeu are not ſo faſt a 
ſleep, but that you may hear the rat- 
ling of theſe things in your Ears ; well, 
they will make a fearful noiſe at laſt. 
Come Perlſecutors, Awake, awake ; 
open your Eyes, they will be opened 
at laſt, and then the Beds, Cloths, Corn, 
Hoggs, Horſes, Butter, Cheeſe, Ba- 
con, and all ſfortz of Commadies taken 


from Tradeſmen,, out of their Shops, 


and working Inſtruments from poor 
people, Shoe-Leather, and abundance 
of other things, too long to name 3; 
all taken from an Innocent harmleſs 
people, who ſeek the good and well- 
being of all men: At laſt all theſe 
things ſhall be laid before your Eyes, 
you ſhall not be able to ſhut them 
againſtthem, nor to ſtop your Ears, 
from the ſeveral dreadful noiſes 3 but - 
they muſt ſound in your Ears, and 
you muſt know, that all theſe doings 
proceed from a corrupt rotten heart 
and mind, which is abhorred by the 


-_ 


living God. And. 
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And now after all the ſpoil , that 
hath been made on the Goods and 
Perſons of an innocent people, many 


of whoſe bloods have been ſhed in 


your Stteets, witneſs Forſly-down meet- 
ing: After all this, the matter of Fat 
which the Innocent people, led 
Quakers , have been accuſed of , 


| hath not at all been prov'd oinſf- 


theniz neither hath there been any 
cauſe of a ground given to fhſpett their 
Meetings to be any wayes tending to 
Sedition, &c. They have been al- 


wayes peaceable on their parts; and 


therein the peace and well-being of all 
hath been ſought? When you are 
awakered, atid the Book opened 
wherein your wickedneſs is recorded ; 
then will the Meetings of the People 
called Quzzkers, appear unto you as 
aforeſatd, And ſo all you, who are 
wondering at 4 peoples {tanding (till 
in Siſence to wait upon the. Living 
God, to receive Connſel of him, thar 
by the ſame they may be guided in 
the way and path of Life : would it 
ot be good if all would do the ſame? 
; h And 
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go 
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And not run forward in Satans Coun- 
ſels, in envy, hatred, and malice, till 
you come to be bitten and devoured, - 
one of, and by another: What is it 
the near to have the hames of Chri- 
ſtjans , when there-is none of Chrifts 
Spirit or Nature in you. Be not de-' 
ju the Living God will not be 
mocked; though in his tender mercy,, 
he hath 'yet ſpared - many Vials of 
wrath and hath not poured them forth, 
but- inſtead. thereof he hath cauſed 
many to go out in dread, and fear, to 
teſtifie of his good will, upon repen« 
tance and amendment of life, but that 
love having been (lighted , the con- 
trary will come heavy at laſt; and 
then your courage and valour which 
you have exerciſed againſt an inno- 
cent people, that will fail you?, and 
fear, and trembling, and amzement, 
that will ſcize upon you. Brambles and 
Thornes, whoſe nature is to Tear and 
Rend, cannot ſtand againſt a conſum- 
ing Fire. 

Come, hearken al! that have a Fin- 
ger iti this Diſhz have you not be- 
K trayed 
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trayed your Maſter ? are you not cal- 
led Chriſtians? and ſhould not Chr;- 
ftians have all one Maſter? Did not the 
name of Chrif#za# come by him who 
is Maſter of all, and hath all power 
in Heaven and Earth? and was it not 
given to them who came out of the 
Heatheniſh nature, who came under 
the power, which was manifeſt to de- 
ſtroy the works of the Devil, and the 
nature of the Devil's power, which 
1sto Rend, Tear, and Devour z com- 
ing in Troops, as he did upon Jobs 
Goods, in Troops of Caldearns , and 
Bands and Troops of Sabeans? So 
yaye not you, who are in the ſame 
works now, fas the Sabears and Cal 
deans were then(in ſpoiling the Goods 
of Innocent men, who love that which 


is Evil? have you not betrayed your 


Lord and Maſter, having given your 
ſelves up to ſerve a wicked Ruler, he 
that is Prince of the power of darkneſs, 
who hath his rule in his Servants, who 
are departed from their obedience to 
him who is Lord and Maſter of all, 
and ought to be ſerved and feared by 

all; 
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all; fince there is no bleſſing, nor any 
thing that is-good, bur what is of him; 
and from him, who created all , and' 
upholdgall, whois Lord of all, bleſſed 
for ever. - | 

Come, be awilkened. and tearken; $ 
where do you find (by the example 
or. Dorine of. Chriſt Jeſus , who is 
Lord of all., and hath all power in 
Heaven and Earth,) or do you read 
of any ſuch works afore-mentioned, 
done by. hin} or his Followers ? No; 
no; you have betreyed him, who call 
him Lord, and yet live in ſuch works 
of malice arid revenge; he taught;and' 
teaches quite contrary,even to learn of 


| him, who is meek :and lowly in heart, 


admoniſhing all to love ore another, and 
to do good for evil, and-to love enemies 3 
who dwell with them that are of a 
contrite and humble fpirit, who teaches 
the humble and meek, and who. waſh- 
eth and cleanſeth his Followers from 
their filth, as in dayes paſt, ſo:to day 
and-for ever. Oh you betrayers of 
him, who have. readred him a hard 
Maſter, in that youd deny him: ; for - 
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I; righteous, juſt and true, and gives 
power to them that receive him, -and: 
obey himpatiently, to bear the re- 
proaches, of the wicked; andeto uns 
dergo their cruel mockings, and fcof- 
_ and ſpoilings, til] his pleaſure is 
o plead the cauſe of the Innocent; 
__ have no Arm of Fleſh, nor Car. 
nal weapon; but therr cruſt 1s in him 
who is Lord of all,. unto whom all: 
Tongues mult confeſs, and every Knee 
muſt bow 3 though for.a while; the 
wicked, with their.-Ruler the Devi], 
may be looſe, he muſt be chained at; 
laſt, and caſt. into..the. Lake of Fire; 
where their. part and -portion will be; 
who continue ſerving him (a ſad Bars 
gain.) So all you betrayers of the juſt: 
holy principle of Light -and' Life 'in* 
your hearts, be awakened ; come, ſee: 
what a Dream you have been i 10, and: 
what Dreamers you have followed;: 
who are, ofit of the way of the Lord 
and yet for Jucre ſake; by art and pox! 
licy, keep people confeſling they are. 
out of the;way of the Lord , perſwas: 
ding its nor to be found, OT asif there / 
were no ſuch thing. ©: Oh, 
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Oh,” be awakened, and ſee what a 
Dreanr you are in, and whar filly 
Dreamers theſe are, who have* put 
from them Chriſt, *the way of Truth 
andthe Life, by which all that-ever 
come-- to God, it muſt be by him, 
whom many have found , (o cannot 
but confefs him before men, there be- 
12g: No other way out of Evil, and 
which' brings and leads to peace this 
isa perfe&t way, and tryed way, into 
which no unclean perſon, nor envious 
perſon can come into ; he muſt for- 
fake his Envy, and arcleanne!$; -and 
all the-Devils works, f ever he comes 
there. « 

Come; don't top! your Fars,, and 
ſhut your 'Eyes, It will be all in vain; 
for he that is Lord'* Maſter and Crea- 
tor of all, ſees and beholds all, you can 
hide. nothing from him, and he will 
call you to an account” then, What 
can the betrayers ſay ? 

Oh, you whoſe dayes are not quite 
over, +onfider what you are a doing, 
ad what you are a treaſtring up 3 
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rupt root and ground, which is curſing, 
Come, 'be awakened, (ceaſe to-db 
.evil, then learn to:do well, if happily 
you may obtain mercy 3 reſtore. the | 
pledge and repent : Keep nothing back 
that hath been taken by violence. - : 
' Be awakened, and ſee how filthy 
your hands are; . through Malice. and 
Cruelty, which hath brought a fikhy 
ſmell and curſe upon your Eſtates ; a 
fad portien for your Children , fo | 
their Fathers to die with their: Eſtate 
entailed in the Curſe , the -which car 
never be: removed , from Father «| 
Child, till the cauſe of the Curſe be 
repented of; and done away, andfo 
the hands waſted. 1 innocency;5 until 
which time .eyery..one: ſhall bear hi 
own iniquity, - -becauſe of the accurſed 
thing that is in. their hands, + '*'t: + 
 Soout of loye to. Truth, and goo 
will to all 1s this written , whateve| 
conſtruction youmay make thercofjr-| 
to-whoſe hands it may:come: in bv 
Gght who ſeeg all things, I am. clearsh 
that.herein I with, the good afall.. 


The. oth: - of the. j i £ 
3th, Month,1670. 


Stephen Saith| 
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| Upholdingthat Miniſtry 
_ that doth Receive the ſame. 
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Fries 71 "Aiew fo the Truth, and for 
the ſake thereof, and 7 ire Love to my 
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| Soph Smith. 
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_ I Hriſt Jeſus he is Lord of Hea- 
-\.. ven and Earth},* and hath 
" Power oves all fleſh, by 
whom the World was made, who 1 I; 
; K 4 | Help 
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Heir of all things, and hath right of 
overnment 1n the Hearts and Con- 
ſciences of all - people,” and over al] the 
Kingdoms of men, the right of ordain- 
ingand appointing Miniſters being in } 
him, and alſo in ifing forth his Righ- 
teous Law and Commands mn their 
Hearts, where he ought to reign, 
where his Miviſters ſoordained of him 
are to wait, , with their Minds ftaid in 
his Light, to receive of him «freely a 
ſupply of wildom;and: power, and to 
communicate from the ſame freely, and 
to be contented with 'what proviſion 
the Lard is pleaſed to make for-them; 
and by him there being a change of 
the Priefthood under that Covenant 
wen.unto Moſes. and: the people of 
Thvel there-1s:made .of necefiity a 
change allo of the Law ;-and+ foral- 
much;/as-the Prieſts in this Age, who 
are not ordained of Chriſt, do uphold 
that which the Lord hath ed 
rherefore wedo deny then! and that 
which | they. __ "£Or" theig Main- 
oy nn 6 > TI Cty 
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I 1. Theſe Prieſts being not ordain- 
edof Chriſt, nor appointed to that 
Office by him, they therefore do u- _ 
ſurp that Authority , the which doth' 
of Right belong to Chriſt Jeſus, the 
which are preſumptious fins, and there- 
fore we dodeny them. 

ILL Theſe Prieſts having denyed 
the Revelation of Chriſt's Spirit now 
adayes, and ſet up the Letter and 
Law without above the Spirit and Law 
within, by which its plain and evident, 
that they 'are. Strangers to the great 
Love of God in his New Covenant, 
and. being void- of the knowledge of 
the gift of God -to,; the World, they 


have nothing but Imaginations and In- 


yentions of their,own Brain:ſtudy, and 
out of others Works; and Labours, 


therefore we do deny them. 


I V... They..not being ordained. of 
Chriſt they bring forth, no ,pleaſant 
Fruit ,. as ,is evident, but being or-- 
dained of man, being man-mage Mi- 
niſters,: they are/men-pleaſers, ;{o no 
Servants of Chriſt Jeſus, but of their 
own ,Bellies, and Or the ſake. thereof 


—_—_ they 
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they are abominable greedy of filthy 
Lucie, and therefore we do deny 
V. They being out of the way of 
the Lord, and ſtrangers thereunto, 
therefore they can be no guides there- 
in, having ſet up Imaginations 'and 
Devices 1n their own Hearts, they fol- 
low them in defrauding people, there- 
fore we deny them, 5 
* - VI. Foraſmuch as Chriſt hath faid; 
John 10. All that ever came before me 
are Thieves and Robbers ,' or as it may 
be reridred, AP that go before him: 
(Now mind) before 'Abraham was he 
was, and before the Prophets were he 
was; ſo the true Prophets they did 
not go before him, they waited fot 
the Sjgnification ''of Chriſt's 'Spirit, 
which was in them, the' which 'was 
their Foundation; and this was the 
Apoſtles Foundation , and the © Be- 
levers in the Primitive ' time were 
built upon the ſame; but the Thieves 
and Robbers were the falſe Prophets 
and Prieſts that came before him, Who 
ſteajthe true Prophets words, _— 
RISES? them 
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them in their Divination for Money; 
and Rewards, and Preaching for Hire, 
the which were wicked practices; teſti- 
fied againſt, ' and cryed out againſt by 
the trtie Prophets; among which wick- 
ed practices we finding the man-made 
Miniſters in this Age and Generation, 

who go before Chriſt, and being of 
that number Chriſt Jeſus ſpoke againſt, 

therefore we deny them. 

VII. All takenotice, that the Teſti- 
mony againlt Prieſts that preach for 
Hire is no new (thing of twenty. or 
thirty years ſtanding, as ſome'do vain- 
ly imagine; thoſe abominable practices 
were teſtified againſt by the true Pro- 
phets5z read Micah 3. Iſaiah 66, Fer. 5. 

Exzck. 13. Hoſea 6. and read Chriſt's 
Teſtimony againſt Hirelmngs, Joh 10. 
(and mind) all the holy men of God 
were and are of the ſame mind. And 
for Prieſts and People now adayes to 
pretend to CoſpeE-order and Goſpel- 
dayes, and to livetn the ſame, An if 
not worſe practices then the falſe Pro- 
phets, Prieſts, Teachers and People, 
who were before the more powerful 
Fas __ » Ma- 


S 


154 Some Reaſons agafilt. 


manifeſtation of Chriſt to fleſh, the 
everlaſting Goſpel, who is the end of 
the Law for Righteonbreſs to' all that 
believe; thisis a very great ſhame even 
to the name of Chriſtzanity, and the 
falſe Teachers the Prieſts being the 
Leaders into theſe Abominations ; ; 
therefore we do deny them. - + © 

V III. Paul an Apoltle 'of Jeſus, 
he did exhort the then Believers; to 
follow him as he was a follower of 
Chriſt, who ever was, and is a bleſſed 
Leader out of Tranſgreſhion, 'out of 
ſin; and therefore out of Strife and 
Contention ; be taught and teaches 
to love enemies , for this Canſe was 
and 1s the love of God in his Son ma- 
nifeſtin fleſh , even to condemn fin in 
the fleſh, and to deſtroy the Devil's 
works of Malice Envy, Luſt, Pride; Ex- 
ceſs, Covetouſneſs, Lying, Guile, Hypo- 
crilie, Decett, Fraud, Vain Worſhips, 
Vain Services , Perſecution, and all 
other Abominations that may be men- 
tioned ; the true and faithful witneſs, 
even the Light of his holy Spirit in 


mankind, never did nor will aſſent un- 
to 


to any thing that is evil. And for- 
aſmuch as the Prieſts are led by ano- 
ther Spirit,and acted by another Spirit, 


as by their Fruits and Practices they 
are manifeſted, even tobe led by the. 


ſpirit of Caiz, he being the firſt Perſe- 
cutor about Religion; and the Prieſts 


being in the ſame ſteps of Perſecution, 


they may fay if they ſpeak truly, Be- 
Icved, be you followers of us as we are fol- 
lowers of our fore-Fathers, Cain, the falſe 
Prophets and Teachers in Ages paſt 3 
they bringing forth the ſame Fruits, 
therefore of neceſſity they muſt ſpring 
from the ſame corrupt ground and 
root ; and therefore let all the wiſe in 
heart judge, whether we have not 
good caule to deny them. 

I X, It hath been ſo from the be- 
ginnng, that he that was born after 
the Fleſh, perſecuted him that was 
born after the Spirit, even fo it is how 
and when we turned our backs upon 
ungodlineſs,and waited in the grace of 
God, that we might live godly and 


rizhteouſly in this preſent evil Wartd, 


ve did believe we might ſuffer by un- 
realonable 
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reaſonable ungodly men, . who live ex. 
alted above the Grace of God, of which 
number the Prieſtsare chief; and there- | 
fore we deny them. : -. + | 

X. And whereas Chriſt: Jeſus, who. 
is Lord of the Sabbath , did above ſix. 
teen; hundred years ago ſet. up+ the. 
everlaſting Worſhip in the Spirit and 


Truth, and direced all to take that for 


their Leader i into all Truth , and the: 
Truth and bleſſed effefts whereof be- 
ing witneſſed to the praiſe 'of God this 
day, asit was 1n the. Primitive time. 
And whereas the man-made Miniſters - 
of this Age and Generation, who are 
not ordained nor ſent of Chriſt Jeſus, / 
do teach for Dofrine the Commands 
of men, and fo worſhip.in vain, and by 
their Traditionsand vain Cuſtoms they 
have excluded that Worſhip in Spirit 
and Truth, the which Chriſt Jeſus ſet 
up 5 therefore we do deny them. , 
XIE. Whereas the man-made Mini- 
ſters now adayes do make that their 
Plea for their Perſecution and wick- 
edneſs, they have a Law, ſo ſaid their. 
fore-Fathers, the Scribes, Phariſees, and. 


Chief 
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Chief Prieſts, who Crucified Chriſt, they 
ſaid, they had a Law; and what Per(e- 
cutors about Religion ſince Caiz had 
not ſome ſeeming pretence and cover- 
ing? though indeed theſe in this gene- 
ration do excel inrare Arts and Cover- 
ings to hide their wicked bloody Spi- 
rit of Perſecution under ; but he is riſen 
and come that ſees through them, and 
teaches, his Followers of them 3 and 
therefore we do deny them. 
XII. And we do commend the Read- 
er for his full and compleat ſatisfaftion 
about the ground and (etting>p of 
Tythes,fince the Goſpel-dayes, unto a 
Book Entituled, The Great Caſe of 
Tythes Revived, by. Francis Howgil, 
who dyed a Priſoner for the Teſtimony 
of Jeſus 3 in that Book are all Reaſon- 
able Objections clearly anſwered, and 
there is clearly ſhewen, what a dark 
night of Apoſtacy was over people 
when Tythes were ſet up by a Law, 
and how many hundred years it was 
after Chriſt , before that groſs Igno- 
rance was uſhered in, in making Laws 
to Proſecute and compel about TR 
An 
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And unto al} we do fignifie , That we have 
bnpes in our Lord and Maſter, Ghrift Fefus, oxr 
Savionr, thet be will maintains by his Grace, 
and ſupply us owt of his fulnſs of Wiſdom and 
Power to live godly , Joberly and righteoujly in 
this preſent fe, giowg no juſt Gauſe of Offence 
to any, but 21 ail things to live any innocent 
harmleſs life, k;+ping. our Conſeience wid of 
Offenc-, bth betore God and aill ment Andif 
any tht my be among us, and profeſs to own © 
Our Principle. ſhould do stherwiſe then right and 
aſt, bet noxe be ſo rrſÞ as to condemn prty jaſt 
Principle, or thoſe that Ive in it, becauſe of the 
wnl Auf aineſs of ſome that may make ſome Pro- 
feſiorÞhef it, aud not live up toit: And we dy 
pray for all in Autrority, that the Lord of Hea-. 
ven and Earth may pour out his Spirit of Fudg- 
ment and Wiſdom upon them, that they may be 
opened, an that the Nobility of their Under. 
ſtandings may be cleared frem Darkneſs and Er. 
for, that they mayaiſecyn between the Precious 
and tne Vile, ani th at they may be for the Pu 
niſpment of them ih:t do Evil, and forthe Praiſe 
of them t1ut do well, 


Thc 6th. oi the 1ft, 
Month, 1676, 
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In TRUE LOPE to all. 
called CHRISTIANS; 


To provoke them to the Royal 
Law of Love, as it isin Jeſus 3 and 
to the Bleſſed and Effectual 
WORKS therein. 


He Lord of Heaverrand Earth, 
who by his great power an41 
wiſdom did Create all things 

good, whoin the beginning gave un- 

to mankind Dominion over the Earth, 

and God blefled them, and faid unto . 

them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and 
L 


Yes 
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repleniſh the Earth , (and ſubdue it) 
and have Dominion over the Fiſh of the 
. JSea, and ova the Fowl of the -Air, and 
every Living thing that moveth upon the 
- Farth: And the works of the Lord 
were all good (and are al] good, fa- 
voury pleaſant ) being ordered by his 
univerſal power and wiſdem , by 
which they were created. 

But mankind being fallen from the 
ſenſe thereof, they have formed and 
faſhioned many Inventions in. their 
minds, being captivated under the 
enemy s. power of Darkneſs, wherein 
they are become corrupt and unſa- 


voury , having loſt their Dominion, | 


inſtead of ſubduing the Earth, they 
have let the Earth over them, and be- 
ing become Earthly-minded, the things 
that move upon the Earth have Domi- 
nion over them 3 and thus being cap- 
tivated under the enemy's dark power, 
ſet the enemy's dark power above the 
power aud wiſdom of God, Chriſt, 
the ſame yeſterday,to day,and for ever, 
by whom all things were created, who 
is Heir of all, by whoſe Power, _ 
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and Immortality is brought to Light ; 
glory be to him for ever. 


But people being imbondaged and 


corrupted, they are become ſuch 
ſlaves thereunto, and in ſuch a ground 
of Infidelity, that they cannot fo much 
as believe in God's power and wil- 
dom , which is manifeſted to create 
again into 1ts own primitive, ſavoury, 
holy Life,in Dominion over the Earth ; 
but in the State of Infidehty, man- 
kind being plunged with their nar- 
row ſpirits they go about to meaſure 
the things of God, and in their fallen 
Farthly wiſdom to weigh things of 


Eternity (and being confounded in 


their works) what variety of cover- 
ings do people get to cover their 
ſhame in all parts of the World, as 
well as in Chriſteadowz ({o call'd) where 
indeed they do greatly excel other 
Nations 1n curious Arts to make co- 
verings to hide their great ſhame ; (a 
miſerable Trade! but very coſtly in 
m this Nation.) And foraſmuch as the 
love of God hath been, and is largely 


manifeſted, through which many have 


E414 been 
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teen,and are redeemed from that great 
folly and madneſs, in that vain travail 
and labour, wn- joyning with thoſe 
Arts-men of the Times , who ſpend 
their dayes and conſume abundance 
of Treaſure, in making falſe coverings 
'to cover their fhame; out of which 
confuſion many being redeemed, who 
are baptized into Chriſt, and have put 
on Chriſt's beautiful Garment, and are 
comely in his fight, who is Lord of 
Heaven and Earth, before whom every 
Creature is manifeſt : and becauſe ſuch 
cannot run with them in the ſame Ex- 
ceſs of Riot, and pay towards. the 
Maintenance of thoſe Sotriſh Arts- 
men, what a wonder they make of it! 
and cry to the Magiſtrates for help, 
to puniſh the Innocent people, for 
keeping their Conſciences void of 
offence both towards God and man: 


What Impriſoning, even many to | 


Death, and Spoiling , Tearing and 
- Rending of Goods,ſeeking thereby the 
deſtruftion and ruin of many thous 
ſands of induſtrious laborious Fami- 
Ties, F 


"I 


| 
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A practice not ſo common amongſt 
the very Turks, among whom I having 
lived, Edid obſerve ſomething of their 
Behaviours to the C hriſtzas and Jews 
that live amongſt them, and one unto 
another z and in many common Ci- 


{ vilities, which are called moral], in 


which they ſCemed to exceed many 
who are called C hriſtzans in Chriſten-. 
dom; the Chriſtians that live amongſt 
them of ſeveral Opinions agreeing to- 
gether 1n outward concerns, do enjoy 
the Liberty of their Conſciences in 
their ſeveral ways of Worſhip 3 and 
the Jews have the ſame freedom, the 
Jews obſerving the Seventh day, and 
are quiet 3 and the ChrifF:ans the Firt 
day, and are not diſturbed ; and the 
Turks obſerve the Sixth day; and 1 
did not perceive any Penalties inflict- 
ed cither oR Chriſtians or; Jews for wor- 
ſhipping of God as they ſuppoſe they 
ſhould ; but they do live quietly and 
peaceably one with another in thele 
Concerns. 

And concerning the Turks Modera- 
tion, in permitting the Chriſtians (0 
L 3 quietly 
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quietly to enjoy their ſeveral perſwa- 
fon in Religious matters, Tmade ſome 
Inquiry, What reaſon they could give for 
th: ſame? and thus antwer was re. 
turned me, thus ſaith Tark, Jn caſe we 
ſhould go about to compel or force them to 
be of our Religion, fear might overcome 
ſome of ther, for fear of the Funiſhment 
ſems may gicelds and in caſe we ſhould 
ferfwade them by promiſes of Cutward 
*Preferment, for the Advantage ſake 
ſome might yield; but { (aith the Tark) 
where we have done all, we cannot alter 
or change their Belief, the which they 
reta7ning, though they may yield unto 
2s, it would be but in Eypocrifie 5 and in 
caſe we ſhould accept of them :on thoſe 
terms, they then would have an oppor- 
#nnity to do us hurt. And hefein they 
{ſhew more Zoderation then the Apo- 
| ſtare Chriſtians 1n many places of C hri- 
ſtendomw. © | | 
And concerning the Turks Deport- 
ment, and (vil reſpect. one unto ant 
ther, in meeting and greeting one aut 
ther ; they ſeem to exceed the Chri- 
ftians in Morality 3 it being a cauſe of 
| = Laughter 
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Laughter unto them to lee the Chri- 
ſiians Beggarly Airy Bebaviours one 
unto another, in Scraping with the 
Leg, and Dotting the Hat, and 
fooliſh Geſtures, too too much uſed 
amongſt many who are called Chri- 
ſtians, who want the more ſolid, and 
more comely, and truly- courteous 
Behaviour , which the Truth guides 
unto. 

Bat leſt any ſhould miſtake, who 
do not know the difference which 1s 
amongſt them called Turks, wherein 
I ſpeak of the Behaviour of the Tyrks, 
as before, I do not ſpeak of thoſe Nets 
and Dens of Theeves and Robbers, 
who are made 'up of Chriffian Rux- 
nagadows, Moors and Turks; neither 
do { (peak af the aſpiring high-mind- 
ed ones amongſt them ; but I ſpeak 
of a -plain people, called Tark-men, 
whom I have truſted much , and hav- 
ing found them faichtul, I perccaved 
they had an Awe and Fear of God up- 
on them, they often expreſſing theſe 
words [| The Lord is juit, and therefore 
we zauit do jaitly | And by occalion 

L 4 having 
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having proved a Zyrk, I ſhall in brief 
give an Inſtance of his Faithfulneſs, 
wherein he declared the Fear and Awe 
of God that was upon him: Being or- 
dered by a Merchant that then lived 
in Aleppo, to fend him up 1500 Dollers 
privatelely from Scanderown, where I 
lived ; according to order, the Money 
© being delivered, and haid upon a Horſe 
Ma Satchel, as their: manner is, the 
Horſe by Chance ran away with the 
Money before him, it being in a dark 
Night he could not find him, and mi 
the Morning betimes the Horſe with 
the Money was feeding at a Turk-147s 
Crib, the Tark taking hold of him, and 
feeling the Money, and ſeeing the 
Chriitians Mark, there being none to 
accuſe him but the witneſs in him, he 
-might clearly have kept the Money, 
and turned the Horſe going 3 but the 
faithful and true Witneſs was ſo preva- 
lentin him, that he took the Money 
carried it unto an Hgaw; which in that | 
place 1s ſomewhat like untoa Lord of a 
Manner, and after diligent ſearch;what 


he had done was ſhewed unto me, 
and 
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and the Money recovered: But mind 
the Awe and Fear of God that was 
upon the Turk, after Inquiry concern- 
ing his Doings, this was his Anſwer ; 
ſaid the Turk, The Lord hath bleſſed 
me with Cattle of ſeveral ſorts, accounts 
ing his Outward Riches; iz caſe ( (aid 
he ) 1 hould have put that Money to 
that which the Lord hath bleſſed me. 
withall, that being none of mine , the 
Lord would have brought a Curſe upon 
all that 1 have. Hear this O Chrift:ans, 
and awake to Righteouſneſs, and 
don't perfiſt in your Gain- 
ſaying the preaching the Col. 1. 23, 
Golpel to every Creature, 
leſt you be cut off from the goodneſs 
of God through your unbelief and 
hard-heartedneſs; and thoſe whom 
you ſodelpile,be grafted in; ( all things 
are poſhble to the power of the Lord) 
for of a Truth, as ſaid Peter in ano- 
ther Caſe, The Lord is no ReſpeFer of 
Perſons, but in every Nation he that 
feareth him, and worketh Righteouſneſs 
7s accepted with hizz. So mind, it's not 
a bare talk of Righteouſneſs that will 
ſerve 
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ſerve; and what have you more who 
ſav, Viſors are ceaſed, and Revelations 
arc ceaſed, and the Taſpiration of God's 
Spirit is not to be known now adayes ? 
Oh blind Apoſtates ! what Goſpel have 
you to preach? No; the Goſpel is hid 
to you , in whom the God of this 
World hath blinded the 
'2 Cor. 4. minds of them that believe 
- 3, 4 not , leſt the Light of the 
Glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
who is the Image of God ſhould ſhine 
unto them + The Confeſſion out of 
your own Mouthes will riſe up againſt 
you in the day of account, which 
| haſtens: The midnight of 1t 1s much 
over you, and the day of the Vilita- 
tion of God's love to many of you 1s 
far ſpent: Do you think that your 
having the holy mens Teſtimonies of 
the Righteouſaels of God will add to 
your Comfort in the day of account, 
if you be found out of the Righteouſ- 
nels there teſtified of ? No; aflured- 
Iy they will be a witneſs againſt you. 
The learned Jcribes and the Phariſees 
they had the Law and the Prophets, 
which 
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which witneſſed to the Righteouſ(- 
neſs of God (but they reſi iſting the Spi- 
rit of God) how blind and ignorant 
were they of the Law and Prophets! 
ſo that goodneſs of God they being 
ftrangers unto, through their hard- 
heartednels , in reſi ſting the Key of 
knowledge, they were ſo far from the 
comfort thereof, that they took oc- 
_ cafjon by them to reſiſt the righceouſ- 
neſs of God ; lo thoſe bleſſed Teſti- 
monies which witneſſed to the righte- 
ouſneſs of God, were a witnels againſt 
them for refuli! ing the ſame: And for- 
aſmuch as the C hrifiaz-Nations have 
more of the holy mens Teſtimonies 
concerning the righteouſneſs of God 
in the bleſſed operation of his holy 
Spirit, and do grieve if, and do de- 
{right unto it , and are found in 
the day of account out of the life of 
the righteouſneſs thereof, the more 
and ſtronger will the - Scriptures of 
Truth be a witneſs againſt them : So 
then the Scriptures are profitable and 
comfortable, through the bleſſed Spi- 


rit that opens them, and gives power 
to 
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to live the life of the ho'y men record. 
ed therein : But if the righteouſnel(3 
of God's holy Spirit , which 1s wit- 
nefied unto throughout the Scriptures 
of Truth, be rejected, then will the . 
Scriptures be unprofitable and uncom- 
fortable in the day of account, when 
every one (ſhall receive a reward ac- 
cording to ther Deeds done in the 
Body. 
Oh! that people would confider, 
and not go on ſtriving againſt the 
works of the Lord , who is exalting 
the peaceable Kingdom of the Son of 
his Love, which is in righte- 
R-m. 14. Ouſneſs, peace and: joy 1n 
I 7s his holy Spirit. ( Oh! its 
for want of knowledge that 
people periſh ) and rather then they 
will deny themſelves, that they may 
have knowledge of the righteouſneſs 
which 1s of God, they will perſiſt and 
perſiſt, and periſh in their own un- 
righteous Works: For the 
Zam. 1. Wrath of man worketh not the 
20 righteouſneſs of God + For the 
eyes of the Lord are over the 
' righ- 
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| righteous, and bis Pars are 

oper unto their Prayers, but 1 pe. 3« 
the Face of the Lord is againſk 12. 
them that do Evil. Oh that 

people had a true knowledge of the 
Scriptares! but they do erre , not know- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the power of 
God > The goodneſs and mercies of 
God, both in the holy Teſtimonies, 
as recordedin the Scriptures of Truth, 
and otherwayes manifeſted, ſhould 
lead unto true repentance of every 
evil way and work, whereby God's 
righteous Spirit 1s grieved and quench- 
ed, 

Aſſuredly the more God's holy and 
righteous Spirit doth ſtrive many waycs 
with a people or Nation, and they go 
on, not regarding the operation of 
the hand of the Lord therein, but do 
continue to grieve and quench the 
bleſſed motions thereof, it will be more 
tolerable in the day of Judgment unto 
that. People or Nation which profeſs ' 
leſs, but do more : So it's not a bare 
Profetiion and Confeſſion, what peo- 
ple do thatis acceptable ; butit's in do- 
| 1g 


172 eahotſome advice in true 


ing the Willof God, through the moy- 
ngs of his holy $pirit, in every Nati- 

on they that fear God and work righ- 
teoulnels are accepted ; and for = 4 
end, that people might fear God and 
work righteouſneſs, his univerſal Love 
in his univerſal Spirit and power doth 
imlighten all mankind, whereby they 
may (ee the evil and the good ; and 
to them that receive him in his tenders 
of love, he gives them power to ef- 
cliewthe evil and to love the g00d, 
of what Nation, Language or Coun- 
try they be of: In the time I lived 
among the Txrks it appeared to me, | 
that they had more Charity and true 
Love one unto another, then* may be 
found amongſt many who are called 
Chriſtians, who live in Error, out of 
God's way: Surely ſuch Chriſtians are 
driven farther from true Love one to 
another, and Mercy, and Patience, 
and Selt- denyal, then the very Turks: 
They may be aſhamed when they look 
back into thoſe malicious works ma- 
nifeſted upon an Innocent-People 10 


this Nation ;; I they are not iP 
c 
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be parallel'd amongſt the very Tarks : 
po. for ChriSfendom, \(o called, 1n ge- 
neral, who are apoſtatized from the 
T ruth, how many Religions and high 
Profeſſions there are made bf God and 
Chriſt, but how little of the bleſſed 
example and humiliation of Chriſt is 
followed / Let the wiſe in heart take 
but a view of the greateſt part of 
Chriſtendom , {o called this day , and 
ſee what works of Envy, Malice and 
Hatred ( Evil Fruit) 1s ſhewn forth, 
where they ſeek the ruin and deſtrudti- 
on one of another ; ſuch wilde Fruit 
doth not proceed from Chriſt the Vine ;_ 
no, no; ſuch Fruit proceeds from a cor- 
rupt root, which Ax of the Lord muſt 
be laid to, and it muſt be cut down, 
| the word of the Lord muſt come over 
 1t, which muſt be felt a Hammer to 
beat down corruption, and a Fire to 
conſume it 3 this Croſs that Chriftzans 
muſt take up, if they arrive at that 
bleſſed Haven of reſt which the Lord 
of Heaven and Earth has appointed for 
them that love him; thus Chriftians 
bowing under the Croſs, the mw 
O 
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of God, and Crucifying their corrupt 
Wills, and Aﬀettions, and Luſts, with 
that exalted, proud, arrogant ſpirit; 
that carryes people above the Fear of 
God and the bleſſed example and hu- 
miliation of Chriſt ; Chriſtians ({o cal- 
ted) coming under this Croſs, then 
will you be a gond example to all 
Turks and Tnjidels in the World, and 
your good Converſations and wue 
Love one unto another will convince 
the Tark that the Lord is with you of 
a Truth, there being no other way to 
true happineſs and peace with the Li- 
ving God, but by Chriſt, the Way, the 
Truth, the Life, which people being 
_ converted to and living in , therein 

ſhewing forth the great Love of God 
to the World in his Son; this will 
preach forth the righteouſheſs of God 
unto them whe are ſtrangers there-, 
unto; and the people thus gathered 


to the Lord, the Lord will be with 


them, and plead their Nauſe, whilſt 

ou obſerve that great and chief Com- 
mandment, in loving God above all, and 
your Neighbonrs as your ſelves ; in do- 


ing 


i 
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| ing this you will pleaſe God, and reach 
to the Witneſs in them th! at do not 
| know God : Put if you continne meer 
| Talkers and high Profeſſors of what you 
F ſhould do, and leave that undone which 
| ſhould be doi, therein you will be a bad 
| example, and anill ſavonr to other Na- 
| tions, and a fink, which the Lord of 
| Heaven and Earth will never be pleaſed 
with; though you may.cry /.ord, Lord, 
in your deep Diſtrefs, h= will not hear, 
if you regard Iniquity (be Prayers of 
the wicked are abomination to the Lord ) 
Iſpeak the Trath in the love of God 
unto you, in dealing plainly , accor= 
ding to his blefſed Wii: You that 
fay, you are.Chrjtians, examine your 
ſelves ; . will the name Chriftian avail 
you, if you be out of the ChriStian- 
« Life and Nacure? What will it avail 
you to retain a Name of being Chriſt's 
Followers, and if you be fonnd in the 
way of the Scribes and Phariſees , bv 
whom he was Crucified > What will 
| it avail you to talk of 1116 Truth in the 
mward. parts, that whici is lovely in 
the ſight of the Lord, if you be found 
M IN 
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in a Spirit of Deceit and Falſhood in 
the Friendſhip of the World, reſiſting 
the Juſt, and he doth you no barm, 
What will it avail you to cry Loyd, 
Lord, and not wait to know his 
Will and doit? What is it the niear 
for you to talk' of God's great ,Love 
to the World in the Son of his Love, 
_ who invited all to him, who was and is 
meek and lowly, where the Reſt and 
Peace is in the joy of the Lord to 
Immortal Souls, if you be found in || 
froward, peeviſh, exalted, imaginary, 
proud, ambitious ſpirits? What willit 
avail you toread and talk of the holy 
mens Lives and bleſſed Practices, it 
you be found in the Life and Practice 
of Cain; Nabal and Hamman 2 The 
Followers of Christ Jeſus , the. Heavenly 
man, they were and are to deny them- 
ſelves, andtake up a dayly Croſs to Caitts 
Nature, to Nabal's Nature, to Haman' 
Nature : The bleſſed and effeQual 
Croſs that (ayes the Enmity,and makes 
a reconciliation” by the bleſſed Crols 
(the Power of the Lord. and Saviour) 
Chriftians being plung'd, dipped, wn 
tIZEC, 
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tized, and brought under Chriſt , the 


ower and wiſdom of God: And in 


the blefſed Goſpel-order eſtabliſhed, 


and therein ſhining forth tothe Praiſe 
and Honour of God ; this will preach 
and reach to the Zarks and Infidels in 
the World, and overcome them, and 
make them confeſs, That Chriſt Jeſus 
is a bleſſed Leader , and all that fol- 
low him are blefted and happy forever 


and that there is no other way to true 


Peace and Happineſs, but by following 


ChrifF's bleſſed example and great humi- 
liation, by all that ever come to attain 
to his ReſurreFion, he muſt lead them in 
the way. 
. So, away with all your J/oodez, 
Brazen, Iron, Goldex Croſſes, 
with all your Trumpery The very 
thereunto belonging, with Turk ſees 
all Images, and Religions 92er #. 
which are turned into Trades 
and Merchandize, whereby ſpiritual 
wickedneſs and the Myſtery of Ini- 
quity is upholden ; away with it all, 
it. ſtinks. Now the great Myſtery, 
ChriSt in #4 the Hope of Glory, is open- 
| M 2 


ed; 
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ed, a bleſſed Fountain to waſh in, 
which makes clean the inſide,” and fits 
and prepares for his glorious and ever- | 
laſting Kingdom ; the deſire of all Na- 
tions 1s come, and coming 3 bleſſed are 
all they that wait for him, and receive 
| him, where there is neither 
Col. 3.1t. Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, 
Scythian, Bond nor Free, but 
Christ is all and all. | 

And this Love of God to the World, 
in his Son Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth , by his univerſal 
Power and Wiſdom hath raiſed thou- 
ſands of Living Witneſſes, who can- 

not deny him before men, knowin 
aſluredly that the Canſe is the Lord's, 
and he will plead it with all flefh; and 
fo all faithful and true witneſſes, that 
continue to the end,they ſhall have aCrown 
Immortal Þ ife, the which Life and Im- 
mortality is brought to Light through the 
Go)pel (praiſes be to his holy Name 
forever) So its for True C hriitianity that 
many who are call'd Quakers have fo 
deeply ſuffered to this day; and 1 
this true SeK-denyal and dayly Croſs, 
following 
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following our bleſſed Leader and Com- 
mander Chriſt Jefus ,* we have fought 
the good of all mankind , teſtifying 


againſt 1»frdelity and Corruption where- 


ever 1t appears. 


Take but a yiew of this Nation, and + 
ſee what abundance of poor diſtrefled 
Families are begging up and down, 
and many are ready to periſh for want 
of Conveniencies ; and do but view 
how others. do (ſwell in Pride .and 
Luxury, and cover themſelves over 
with a Name of Chrifian ; whatever 
eſteem this may have 1n the fight of 
fallen men, I am ure it hath none 
with God, nor thoſe who are raiſed 


| unto ſome degree of knowledge of his 
| divine power and wiſdom, by which 


all things were created gaod in the 
beginning , and by which alone that 
which 1s out of order muſt be put in- 
to order again. \ 


The Lord God proſper his bleffed work, 
of Reformation , which he hath 
begun inthe Earth, ſaith my Soul, 


3 and 
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and the Souls of all who are. 
truly ſenſible of his _— | 


therein. 


The 8th. day of the By one that did 
12th. Month, 1673 Live ſeveral years 
| amon2(t them, + 


Stephen Smith. 


7 M0 
Faithful Teſtimony 


Concerning the 


SCRIPTURES; 


And Dangerous Eſtate that they 
are in, who through their private 
Interpretations do add unto, and 


diminiſh from, the Holy Propheties 
therein Contained : 


And do thereby make void the End 


and Tendency of Gods great Love,throffgh 
the Moving of his Holy Spirit in Holy 
Men, in giving forth thoſe Bleſſed 
Teſtimonies plainly ſhewnj" 
And the Bleſſed Motion, Operation, Revela» 
' tion and Divine Inſpiration of Gods Hoe 


ly Spirit in'its Blefled Works and Manifeſta- 
tion in this daytime (and ſeaſon Aſlerted.) 


And an Exhorrtation anto allro Bow ro the Light and 
. Manifeſtation of Gods Holy Spirir in them ; leaſt the things - 
which concern their Everlaſting Reſt and Peace be hid 
from them. With ſome brief Inftances of Wicked mo- 
tions, and their Effets ; and Blefſed motions, and 
their Effeds, taken out of the Scriptupes. . 


—_— 


Revel. 22. 18. For I Teftifie unto every man that heareth the words of 
' the Propheſie of this Book:If any man ſhall add ante theſe things,God 
ſhall add unto hinz the Plagnes that are written (in this Book, ) 
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Faithful Teſtimony 


Concerning the 


SCRIP I URES 


N Ome all Profeffors of the holy 
Scriptures tothe tryal, whe- 

— ther there may not be great 
and high talking of, by thoſe who are 
real oppoſers of the very end and ten- 
dency of that love and mercy of God 
which through the Scriptures is teſti- 
fied unto: Come to plain dealing, and 
weigh things ina true ballance; and 
let that which is light and vain, which 
1s a Jett that the Noble Seed cannot 
_comeforth: Let that be caſt off, that 
the Nobility of your Underſtandings 
__ may 


» 
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may be opened and cleared from dark- 
neſs and error, that the things which 
concerns your everlaſting peace may. 
.be witneſſed , before you go from 
hence and ſhall be ſeen no more. 

* The 2 Pep 1. 20, 21. Knowing this 
firſt, that no Prophecy of the Stripture 
is of any private interpretation. For 
the Prophecy came not in old time by 
the Will of man; But holy men of God 
ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, * Now mind} fince the Pro- 
pheſies in Scripture is of noprivate in- 
terpretation ; let all who would not 
be ſupppoſed to be of that number, 
who are giving their private Interpre- 
tation of thoſe weighty and high can- 
cerns, conlider what Spirit they are 
led and acted by therein. For as much 
as thoſe weighty concerns cannot be 
underſtood, but by the univerſal love 
and mercy of God in and through the 
manifeſtation of the Light of his holy 
Spirit, given to every man to profit 
withall : Therefore all had need to 
conſider, whether they feel and un. 
derſtand the mind and will of God 
through 


w_ 
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through the manifeſtation of his bleſſed 
Spirit, leading and guiding them into 
the knowledge of thoſe Prophefies 
aforeſaid : Andif this love of God in 
the manifeſtation of his Spirit, be not 
taken heed unto, and received and 
uſed for that end it is given ; all they 
who negle& it can give no other In. 
terpretation of the Prophefies , but 
what they conceive in their private 
Conceptions, the whica 1s a danger- 
ous Eſtate ; the Prophefies being deep 
things, wherein the great Salvation 
of the Lord unto mankind is ſignified 5 
and this goodneſs and mercy of the 
Lord 1s only revealed by his Spirit, as 
ſaid the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 2. 10. But God 
hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit, 
for he ſearcheth all things , yea, the deep 
things of God. So its by taking heed 
unto the manifeſtation of the bleſſed 
gift of God (by which the love and. 
mercy of God were witneſſed unto 
by the holy men of Cod ) that the 
Scriptures of Truth come to be clearly 
underſtood: And this Spirit of God 
giving to man kind light. and  under- 
ſtanding 


196 A Faſthful Teſfimony 


ſtanding in the things of God ; this alſo 
pure and holy in man, the which 
muſt be taken heed unto by all that 
comes to a clear underſtanding in 
thoſe weighty concerns of life and 
peace under that penalty , Jeaſt they 
be hid from them : Therefore there 
is a neceſlity even far all to take heed 
 tothatlove of God in the bleſſed ope- 
ration and ini{hining of his holy Spi- 
rit in them, as ſaith the holy Apoſtle, 
Rom. 1. 19. Becauſe that which may be 
kno: of - 0A, Zs manife J; 7 them, for 
Cod wvath frewed 7 mnto them. 

And rhddos all that deny this 
univerſal ove of God, the wing of 
his holy Spirit, and do not take heed 
to the manifeſtation of it inthemſcives; 
they are they who are the _— of 
the love and mercy of God ſiznified 
through th- Scriptures; 

And thus in the works of darknef, 
being fonnd ovpulers of the ttuc in- 
tent and mcaning of the will of God, 
through the bletied operation of his 
good Spirit 3 how are people giving 
private Interpretations of the Prophe- 
files 
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Ges in the Scriptures according to theit 
own private Imaginary conceivings, 
adding and diminiſhing to bring them 
to their corrapt minds and wills : In 
which works of darkneſs they make 
void the great love of God teſtified of 
by holy men throvghout the Scrip- 
tures, and ſo ar= without the real be- 
nefit, which is and may be received 
through Faith and Comfort of the 
holy Scriptures, by them who do tru- 
ly take heed to the manifeſtation of 
God's holy Spirit in them, which con- 
vinceth the World of fin', and there- 
fore univerſal ; and take that for a rule 
and guide to walk by out of darkneſs, 
and to guide and lead into all Truth. 
Oh it's the carnal mind which 
is enmity again} God; for it Rom. 8.7. 
is not ſubje to the L,aw of God, | 
either indeed can be. Tt's that mind 
that would make void this love of 
God 1n the manifeſtation of his Spirit 
to every man to profit with; as faith 
the Apoltl=, 1 Coy. 2. 14. Put the na- 
tural m4 receiveth not the things of the 
OIpirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs u##- 


to 
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to hin; neither can he know them , be- | 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
Therefore it is of neceffity for all to 
take heed to the Revelation and Ma- 
nifeſtation of Gods holy Spirit in them, 
if ever they come ta a true knows- 
ledge of the love and mercy of God 
teſtified unto in old time : And there- 
foreit's good for all to conſider what 
ſtate they are in, whether 1n a _natu- | 
ral or ſpiritual, whether in a capacity 
to receive an underſtanding in the 
things of God teſtified of in the Scrip- 
tures, or whether in a natural eſtate 
wreſting them to their own deſtrudi- 
ons: In that ſtate what falſe concep- 
tions about the things of God are 
brought forth, the which genders to 
bondage and corruption. 

And in this Worldly wiſdom, what 
diverlity of Inventions do people get, ' 
make and find out, to keep them 
from the Croſs which Chriſt exhorted 
his followers to take up dayly and fol- 
low him? Though this may be ac- 
counted as, fooliſhneſs to them that 
periſh; yet as ſaid the Apoltle, But 


unto 
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unto us that are ſaved, it's the power of 
God. It was not the intent in the 
moving of God's holy Spirit ( in holy 
men, in giving forth thoſe bleſſed 
Teſtimonies of God's righteouſheſs and 
love therein unto the world) that 
people in their carnal minds and na- 
tural eſtates,ſhould cover their unrigh- 
teouſneſs therein, and deck and trim 
themſelves therewith for ſome ſelfiſh 
advantage ; the which are very pre- 
ſumptuous ſins that have gotten do- 
minion in the hearts of thoſe who do 
accout themſelves Leaders of the peo- 
ple: And, mdeed if the people did not 
love to Have it ſo, they wonld bow 
to the manifeſtation of God's love and 
' mercy in them : But being contrary 
minded, then to yeild to the good 
will and pleaſure of God in the mov- 
ing of his good Spirit ; how greatly 
do they provoke the Lord of Heaven 
and Earth in grieving and vexing of 
his holy Spirit? as ſaid the Prophet 
Iſaiah m another Caſe, 63. 10. But 
they rebelled and vexed his holy Spirit 3 
therefore he was turned to be their —_ 

an 
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and he fought againſt them : In that 
ſtate it's a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the Living: I do therefore 
beſeech all to be conſiderate in this 
weighty concern, wherein the Souls 
ImmortalJare ſo deeply concerned, and 
let not the day of God's Viſitation in 
and by the ſtriving of his good Spirit 
paſs over your heads, leaſt you be 
left mourning and grieving without 
God in the World, and ſo without 
any certain hope of all the Saints and 
Sandtified 1f1 the Truth + And through 
the bleſſed operation and revelation 
of the holy Spirit of Truth, he is now 
the hope of. all them , who are real 
denyers of that which hath a tenden- 


cy.of grieving and quenching his ho- 


ly Spiritz and in this is Chriſts 
Doftrive obeyed, in deftiying that 
which is contrary to the will of God, 
whoſe bleſſed will is the ſarisfaRtion of 
all, and for that end hath he given 


of his good Spirit unto alt, the which 


ought to be taken unto by all, 

The gain-ſaying of theſtriving there- 
of, was the caule of the Worlds over- 
| throw 
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| throw of old; in that they grieved his 
good Spirit, and therein provoked the 
Lord of Glory, till in his hot diſplea- 
| ſure, he laid, his Ipirit ſhould not al- 
| wayes ſtrive with them : And the cauſe 
of the Scribes and Zhariſees Crucitying 
the Lord of Glory by their wicked 
hands, was by their doing deſpite un- 
to Gods holy Spirit, they being ititF 
Necked , did reliſt the moving and 
ſtriving of Gods holy Spirit, as their 
Fathers did before them, which brought 
thoſe ſad and miſcrable Calamities 
(which may be read of ) upon them. 
And that which was the cauſe of Ig. 
norance in Dayes, Ages and Gene- 
rations paſt ; is now the caule of great 
1enorance in which the people living in 
error know not the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God ; and for want of the 

knowledge thereof, people do peritÞ; 
Thus plain and evident 1t 1s to all 

who i the Eyes of their under- 
ſtandings opened, that they who are 
true owners of the Scriptures, their 
ſenſe and knowledge thereof comes 
by the moving of the Spirit of Chriſt, 
N who 
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who lighteth every man that comes 
i0to the world, unto which the true 
Goſpel Miniſters turned people, even 
from darkneſs that was in them, unto 
the Light that was in them 3 which 
Light that ſhineth in Darkneſs, and the | 
Darkneſs comprekendeth 1t not. In 
this principle of the Light of Gods ho- 
ly Spirit, which makes manifeſt the 
Deeds? of Darkneſs, muſt all beheve, 
and obey, that come to find Life and 
Peace : "And read John 1, 1. what 1s 
there ſaid concerning the word of 
God, by which all things were made, 
the which the Devil is out of ; though 
he may get the words, and talk and 
preach of the word : But being out of 
the word of God, he cannot preach 
that: Fe that can receive it, let him: 
for in him the word by w -bich all 
things were mide, is t ife x "and ihe I ife 
is the "= tf of men: And for the 1n- 
ſhinin?2 and breathing forth of this 
Licht c out of Darkneſs,” muſt all wait 
in the Sclt-denyal of all dark works, 
raking up the Croſs dayly thereunto; 
that Lite and Immor tality may be 
brought 
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{ brought to Light through the Go!pel: 
| And if this be hid: 7t 7s hid to them 
| that are loſt, Tn whom the 

| God of this If orld hath blinded », Cor, 3, 
| the minds of them that. be- 3, 4. 

| lieve not, leaſt the light of his 


glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, who is the 


Image of God, ſhould ſhine upon them. 


| And whilſt this love of God teſtified 


unto through the Scriptures, remains 
hid ; what_ true benefit can ſuch. be 
ſuppoſed to have of the Scriptures, 
though they may be never ſuch high 
Talkers and Profeflors thereof : Oh 
that people would conlider what they 
are doing, that they may not Jabour 
and travail all their days in vain, and 
lye down in ſorrow at laſt. 

Come, be ſober, be wiſe you Pro- 
tcflors of the Scriptures, and 'remem- 
ber that it is witten: For we 
muſt all appear before the Judg- 2 Cor. 5. 
ment ſeat of Christ z, that every 10. 
one may receive the things 
done in the body, whether they be good 
or bad: What then will a bare Profet- + 
lion of holy mens words and works 

N 2 wrought 
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wrought without you, avail you? if 
you be found in uncleanneſ(s, in un- 
ſavoury woids and works? What 
will it avail you to have read what 
blefled and holy Lives the Saints and 
Servants of the moſt Hizh God led and 
policited, if you be found in an un- 
ſavoury Life, and in an unholy Con- 
verſation, in an unclean Poſicfiion ? 
If ſo, will you not be found denyers 
of the ſcope and tend ency of Scrip- 
tures; Where 1t 1s written, to be ſpi- 
ritually minded, is 7 ife and J; eace 3 and 
all that polls this are in a clean "and 
holy poſleſhon : The Scriptures ſaith, 
to be ſpiritually minded is Life end 
Peace - So to the ble{fſed motions of 
Gods holy Spirit you mult tfirn your 
minds, and eye 1ts leadings and gut- 
dings; this 1s the way the Saints and 
Servants of the moſt high God were 
directed to, and guided in, by the true 
Preachers of the everlaſting Goſpel: 
And therefore unto that of God which 
he manifeſts and thews, you muſt bring 
your hearts and minds , before you 
can know the law of the $ Spirit of Life, 
to 
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| toſet you free from the law of fin and 
| death : Oh conf{tder, will a talk of free- 
dom avail] one in Captivity ,. whillt he 
ſees no way but that he muſt remain 
ſo all his Life time? Awake, awake 
out of your Dream uv unto righ1! te ouinels, 

| and fin not, that you may know he 
| Lordand his way 3 the whi: " ibove 
mans ways, as the Heaven is above 
the Earth : The Lord of Heaven and 
Earth hath ordained a means and way 
to evcrlaſtimg Peace and Haypinels, 
and the Scriptures teſtifie the ſame : 
Even of br iſt. ſpiritual — who 
7s the lay, Truthand 1 ife; ſo to that 
of God which is holy, ms? every yas come 
that is made holy unto that which is 
righteous, muit every one come that is 
truly made righteous and meet for the 
Kingdom of God, the which - unrigh- 
teons cannot inherit: Oh that people 
would conſider their wayes WHErein 
they walk, and not go 0n in evil wayes, 
and ſatisfic them(clves with a talk what 
they have heard of the righteous way, 
and live out of it; for the great love 


of God in his Heavenly giit to the 
N 3 World, 


I 
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World, was and is, that people ſhould 
be led by it to that repentance never to 
be repented of, even to forfake that 


which 1s manifeſt to be wrong, falſe | 
andevil, by the faithful and true wit- | 


neſs the Spirit of Truth in every one: 


As it is written, Pehold T | 
Tlaiah 55. have given him for a witneſs | 


4 to the people, a [ eader and 
Commanadey tothe people : And 

it is alſo written, 1 Joh.5. 10.Fe that be- 
lieveth on the Son of God, hath the wit- 
eſs in himſelſ:Blelled are they who are 
in the way of the knowledge of recon- 
ciliation unto this faithful and true 
witneſs, and live up unto #t ; I his will 
be to their joy and comfort 1n that 
lite and peace which is everlaſting : 
And to them that do not beheve, 
he is a witneſs of their unbelict and 
hard heartedneſs, to their ſhame and 
confuſion ; as you may read, 

Malachi And T will come near to you to 
3. 5. Fudgement, and Twill be « ſwiſt 
witneſs against Sorcerers, and 

_ againſt the Adulterers,” and againſt falſe 
Swearers, and againſt thoſe that opprep 
Fe 
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the Hireling in his Wages the Widow and 
the Fatherleſs, and that turn away the 

ranger from his right, and fear not me, 
ſaith the L ord of Hoſts ; read Rom 8.16. 
Joh. 1.5. By this you may fee how 
plentifully the Scriptures teſtifie of the 
Spirit of Truth witneſs: And now 
iry in your ſelves, come to the exa- 
mination,if any be unclcan in Thought 
or Action; 1s there not that within 
that ſhews it, and witineſſeth againſt 
it? If any be unmercitul this witneſs 
will witneſs againſt it, if any back-bite, 
or defraud, or murmur, or lye, or ſteal, 
or bear falſe witneſs, or contemn the 


counſel of the Lord, and proud and 


high minded in contemning his holy 
Law and Commandment ; this faith- 
ful and true witneſs will ever be a 
witneſs againſt all ſuch, and againſt 
all that 1s bad, and hatha tendency of 
defiling and corrupting any: And 
therefore all they that deny this, are 
real denyers of the love and mercy of 
God teſtified unto through the Scrip- 
tures: And further, concerning this 
faithful and true wirneſs Chriſt the 

N 4 word 
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word of Goda ; obſerve what the Scrip- 
ture ſajth, Hom: io. 6, 7. Say not in thy 
heart, who ſhall —_— into Feaven £2 
(th: tf 15 , . hoy C fr ſt down from 
above; or w »ho ſhall deſcend into the deep? 
that is, to ih 711g tp ( briſt again from 
the dead.) But what ſaith it © the word 
is nigh thee, even in thy month, and in 
thy hecrt 5 that is the word of faith 
which we preach « (Now mind) are not 
you oppoicrs of the love and mercy of 
God, in the movirg of his holy Spirit 
in thoſe holy men which gave forth 
the Scripture 3 whilſt you remain 
gain-ſayers of that more ſure word, 
ſonigh the heart and mouth 5 and in 
Your "exaltedneſs of Spirit in a fleſhly 

worlily wiſdom, being puft up above 
what 1s written :; what a vain travail 
and labour they live im ? In imagining 
and creating to your ſelves, a contrary 
way to what the Lord hath ordained 
to ialvation : Come to the witneſs 1n 
you, and by that (if you - continue 
your abjeliicn thereunto_) you will 
be ſenſble that it is the Jove of God 
unto 301; and in this love be admo- 


niſ{ht 
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niſht to give private Interpretations of 
the Propheſies in the Scripture, leaſt 
thereby you provoke the Lord , till 
ſwift deſtruction comes upon you. 

And for your further Information, 
obſerve what the Sripture faith, 1 Joh. 
That was the true light which lobte th 
every man that comes into the World; 
as many asreceied him, to them gave 
he poxeer to become the Sons of Cod + The 
Scripture doth not far, as many as 
profeſs him, fie gives power 5 but 1t 
ſaith. as z2 any as receive hit who light- 
ethe VETY 21472 8 Fhat cozzes into the [7 orld, 
to them he gives Sven &c. Indeed 
ne 1s to be Tecerved in his ſpiritual 
app PERTaTIEE þ and for that end he 
ſtonds at the door and kno ESI gentle 
reproofs and convincem: ent , whereby 
the hard heart malt be broken, and 
{:t open unto him, and receive him, be- 
fore the remiſſion from evil be wit- 
ne{jed, and the great horrible clouds 
ot darknets be expclled, and the vail 
over the heart rent, and power re- 
ccived to overcome the wicked one; 
as It 1s Written, Lehold T ſtand at the 
door 
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| door, and knock : Tf any man 
Revel. 3. hear my voice, and open the 
20s door, 1 will come into him, 
and will Sup with him , and 
he with me, This 1s a great tender of 
love and mercy; be they not very 
hard hearted, that ſaith unto him, de- 
art from us, we deſire not the know- 
ledgeof thy ways; theſe arethey that 
oppoſe the Scriptures Teſtimony, axd 
' ſhut up the Kingdom of Heaven 
Mit.23. againſt mens for ye neither go 
13. 71 your ſelves, neither ſuffer ye 
| them that are entring to go in. 
This was the ſad and deplorable con- 
dition of thoſe high profeſſors of the 
Law and the Prophets, whom Qhrilt 
pronounced dreadful wo againft : And 
all that are refiſting the Spirits Teſti- 
mony 1n themlelves, as they did, are 
In the ſame ſtate of Hypocriſie, and un- 
der the ſame ſentence of dreadful wo 
and miſery : Therefore I beſzech you 
to conſider what ſtate or condition you 
are 1n, and dont go about to exalt 
your ſelves in wiſdom above what is 


written, but take notice what Cariſt 
ſaid 
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ſaid, Zuke 17-For behold the Kingdom of 
God is within you: Thele are plain and 
true words, a wiſer then he that ſpoke 
them never was, nor ever ſhall be: 
Indeed it's very great preſumption for 
any to exalta wiſdom above his; and 
to ſet at naught his bleſſed 'counſel in 
ſo great and weighty a concern : And 
for further proof of the necetlity of 
bowing to that of God in you ; ob- 
ſerve allo further what Chriſt ſaid, 
Put whoſoever drinketh of 

the water I ſhall give him, TJoh.4.14. 
ſhall never thirſt but the 

water that TI ſhall give hin, ſhall be in 
him a well of water ſpringing up into 
everlaſting lije : See how plain and 
evident are the Teſtimonies in Scrip- 
ture, unto that which is pure and holy 
of God within: It muſt needs alfo 
be as plain and evident, that thoſe who 
do oppoſe the way to the knewledge 
thereof, are real oppoſers of that love 
_ and mercy of God teſtified unto by the 
moving of Gods holy ſpirit, as re- 
corded in the Scriptures : Tndeed that 


is a very {ad ſtare, and miſerable will 
be 
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be the end of ij;<rm who live and dye 
in it: * Therefore Þe admomihed to 
take hee) tr the Light o7 Chile with- 
in thee, which is 2 bleſſed lead ler, PIo- 
ved oy many thouſands, Who are Ii- 
ving witneites of tis Dicijed Jeading, 
them that are Je 5m} guided by tt, 
outor that which world harm them ; 
an! a bl-f>d Commander he i 1s, who 
'g1vcs power to them that receive him 
to key his Commandments, the which 
are NO Way STIeVOuss5 and 1n the do- 
ing thereof; there is great PEace , as 
ſaid David, Plal. 119. 165. Great peace 
bawe they that love th oy law, and nothing 
ſhall offend their : The Lawis pure, 
holy and good, and to be 
7r.31. taken heed unto in rhe heart: 
33- Come, come to the pure prin- 
ciple of God within, or elſe 
you can never know the Truth and 
its freedom, nor the will of God figni- 
fied through the Truth, under what 
denomination ſoever 3 the end and 
cndency of Gods love thereby, being 
that all ſhould come to the knowledge 


of the Truth and be ſaved; to which 
end 


—_—_ 
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end none can come, but as they take 
heed to the bleſſed mottons of Gods 
holy Spirit in _— Ceaſe therefore 
your vain labour and hard travail un- 
der that {laviſh ſervitude , where the 
prince of the power of the Air ruleth 
them who doth deſpite unto the Spirit 
of Truth ; ana. he blinds and darkens 
the minds of people, ſo that unto them 
he makes darkneſs ſeem as light, and 
light ſeem as darkneſs; and ſo he 1n- 
ſtructs his Vaſſells and Slaves, to call 
lieht darkneſs, and darkneſs 
light 3 evil he calls good, and Iſa.5. 20. 
good evil; and thus 1n and 
through his dark works he brings 
people, and keeps them under wo 
and miſery. Oh that people would 
fear the Lord, and depart from evil, 
and wait upon the Lord in the leadings 
and guidings of his good Spirit in 
them, the which will draw them un- 
to the knowledge of Chiſt in them, 
the hope of Glory 5, even unto Chriſt, the 
way, truth and lifes the ſame yeſterday, 
rd. 29, and for ever ; the reſurreSion and 
the life, the firſt ; born of every — 

who 
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who ſaid , Search ( or ye ſearch) the 
Scriptures, for in ther ye think 
Jobn 5, to have eternal life, and they are 
they that teſtifie of me: And ye 
will not come to me, that ye w1ieht have 
life of me : Itis very plain and evident 
by what hath been ſail, and may be 
ſaid ; That except people come unto Chriſt, 
the power and wiſdom of God to all that 
believe , they cannot ſee life , but the 
wrath of God abide on them; aud being 
dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, under con- 
demmnation, and the wages of (in which 
zs death : In this ſtate, what ever 
high talk and profeſſion may be made 
from what may be read 1n the Scrip- 
tures of Truth, of the Heavenly gift, 
which 1s Life Eternal ; this will but 
add to their condemnation, who do 
put Chriſt at a diſtance far from them, 
and will not rece.ve him 1n his {pirt- 
tual appearance ; but do deſpite to his 
Spirit of Grace, 1n quenching and 
grieving the motions thereof: Such 
prophane unprofitable talkers, are real 
oppolers of the Spirits Teltimony, the 
which teſtifies of Chrilt : Uo vm | 
4 
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all muſt come, that do receive Eternal 
Life; even unto his quickning Jpirit, 
the I ord from Fleaven; And wait to 
feel his power to raiſe out of the ways 
of death and deſtruction, and to tran(- 
late them by the blcfled work of ree 
generation and converſion, into the 
way of life and peace: This 1s the 
work of the Spirit, and not of the 
Letter: For the JT etter killeth, but the 
Spirit giveth life. (Mmna,) It is not 
the Letter and Teſtimony of the 
Law written, which cfecs this bleſſed 
work, in giving life; ut that holy 
and blefled Spirit of lite in Chriſt Jeſus 
which ſets free from ſin and Ceath : 
The which Law of the Spirit, is teſti- 
fied of, and born witneſs unto, by the 
Letter and Teſtimony of the Law and 
Prophets, and the Apoſtles and Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt Jeſus : Therefore I do 
in the moving of the Spirit of Truth, 
according to my meaſure therein, ex- 
hort and perſwade all to take heed un- 
to the manifeſtation of Gods holy Spi- 
ritin them, for the opening the eye 
of your underſtanding in thoſe weigh- 

oy 
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ty co:1--rns of everlaſting lite, as teſti- 
fied of through the Scriptures of 
Truta: And that the Scriptures may 
Re (ct m their right places, and the 
honour which is due unto the Lord 
of Heaven nd tarth, may be given 
unto him, who hath p- \werover all fleſh, 
and gives Eternal Life to all that are 
freely o1vert up to him3 and with 
whom he is well pleaſed, and doth ac- 
cept: As it 1s written, "x" ſheep hear 


| 219 voice, and I know them, 
Tohn10. and they follow me3 and I 
27,28. givenrto them Fiernal Life, 


and th 6 fhall newer periſh, 
neither ſhall any man pluck, their out of 
219 PE Ot!, ve admoniined to leave 
off civing private Interpretations of 
tie Prophe lies, the SCIIPLUres 3 and 
bow to the utiiver fal love and mercy 
of God in the moving of lits Spirit of 
Truth, that the ereby vou may be led 
and 2uided into all Truth, 

And ior your ſakes, who dclire 
that Truth and Righteouine \s may 
take piace 11 the Earth again ; for 
Y Our CIEarer Intormation take notice 
it 
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it is writtenz He that committeth ſire 
is of the Devil, for the Devil _ 
faneth from the beginning, Job. 3. 8+ 
for this purpoſe the Sor of God 
was manifeſted, that he might deStroy 
the works of the Devil. (Now ob- 
ſerve) what a ſad condition they are 
in, who through unbelief and hard 
heartedneſs, in refiſting the ſpiritual 
appearance of the quickening Spirit, 
the Lord from Heaven , in which 
works of darkneſs, do draw (ach a vail 
of groſs darkneſs over them, that they 
cannot ſo much as ſee to the begin- 
ning of that bleſſed work and redemp-. 
tion from under the enemies power of 
darkneſs in fin and corruptien: The 
which bleſſed works of redemption, 
was, is, and is to be wrought by the 
manifeſtation of Gods great love to 
World in his Son; but people being 
darkened, and their minds and un- 
derſtandings blinded , through the 
God of this World ; they do in this 
dark and ſad condition, plead and 
contend for fin, the which is the De- 
vils work, the which through dark- 
| O neſs 
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neſs, they conclude muſt continue for 
term of Life : Now mind, he that 
committeth fin is of the Devil; and 
therefore this Doctrine of pleading for 
fin,muſt allo be of the Devil, (in being 
the Devils works thoſe wor ks of plead- 
ing for {11 mult ao be the Devils. 
And thus through groſs darkneſs 
and great and horrid fgnorance, are 
the works of the Devil, the grand ad- 
verſary and enemy of Souls, exalted 
above the blcited works of Chritt Je- 
fus, who was and 1s manifeſt to de- 
ſtroy the Nevils works; {ven the Son 
of Gods love (Chriſt, the ſame yeſterday, 
to day, and for ever ; And tliefe works 
of God, in and throuzh the manifeſta- 
tion of the Son his love unto all man- 
kind, are in every. degree righteous, 
perfet, holy and pure forever ; and 
herein 1s his power, dominion and 
elory {een, felr and clearly underſtood 
Dy them who are his workmanſhip, 
reated again unto good works, the 
wal ich he hath ordained and appointed 
for mankind to live and walk in. And 
by and through them is his m 
Q- 
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dominion and glory confefled unto, 
and ſet above all, and over all the ene- 
mies works, and power of darkneſs, 
it was in the Primitive time, by —_ 
in whom the Spirit of the Lond had 
place to live and move in ; and in the 


blefled mott> 0s thereof were thoſe 


bleſſed Teſtimonies 1n Scripture given 
forth, wherein is ſhewed his great love 
to the World, in the manifeliation of 
his power and wiſdom in fieih, to de- 
ſtroy the Devils works : And by the 
ſame bleſled Goſpel, through which 
the righteouſneſs of God was then 
revealed ; by the preaching of the 
ſame Goſpel is now the righteoul- 
neſs of God revealed, and confeſled 
too by them who are raiſed by the 
ſam: power to be the hving witneſles 
thereof: And to that ſame power and 
wiſdom, by which the Devils works 
are deſtroy ed, and deſtroying | in theſe 
laſt dayes, is Confeſſion made by them 
who are raiſcd in ſome meaſure unto 
the knowledge thereo!; and by the fame 
power and wiſdom 1s Teltimony given 
againſt the Spirit of Aatichriſt, the 
0 2 which 
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which came in, in the Apoſtles dayes; 

Faving a form of godlineſs, 
2 Tim. 3- but denying the power thereof, 
5- as {21d the Apoſtle, froze ſuch 


ſuch turn away. Now take | 

notice, that it was by this Spirit of | 
Anrichriſt, That the falſe Teachers | 
- were ſet up and maintained, | 

2 Pet.2. by whom the damnable Fiereſies | 
came in, in denying the Lord | 

that bonght them, by whoſe pernicious | 
wayes, the way of Truth hath been, and | 
zs evil ſpoken of : In all the Congrega- | 
tions and Aflembles of unbelievers, |} 


where the beaſt with his many Heads 
and Horns, doth exerciſe his power 
and Antichriſts Spirit, is head Leader 


and Commander : There this dam- | 


nable Hereſfje 18 maintained ,. that no 
more of the Revelation of Gods holy 
Spitit, 1s to be known now adayes, 
ſay they Revelations are ceaſed; and 


they look upon it to be preſumption, | 


and of a dangerous conſequence for 
any to ſpeak or teſtifie of what the 
Spirit of the Lord reveals and makes 
known now adayes, or for any to 
EX- 
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expet new-Revelations now adayes: 


' Oh damnible Hereiie, what people 
| that have but the leaſt glimmering-of 
| the things of God, would give away 
| their reaſon and underſtanding there- 
| in, and maintain ſuch falſe Preachers, 
| by whom theſe damnable Hereſies is 
' maintained ; this is the work of a ſubti] 
_ enemy,umo whom people being joyn- 
| ed, do betray the light and under- 
| ſtanding, the which in ſome degree or 
{ meaſure at ſome time or ſeaſon,through 
the ſtriving of Gods holy Spirit, they 
| have or may be inlightned withall in 
| the things that concern their everlaſt- 


ing peace and well-being in that world 
which is without end: For as much as 
the good Spirit reaches to all that they 
may profit in their perverting their 
underſtanding therein, and not profit- 
ng thereby, will be no good anſwer 
nthe day of account, when the faith- 


| ful and true witneſs will riſe up againſt 


them, teſtifying unto what they have 
had; and how they have betrayed it: 
ta Talent or Talents are hid 1n the 
Earth , the Earth then ſhall not be 

Q 3 able 
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able to conceal it; but the hidden 
things maſt be brought to light, and 
every one will be rewarded according 
to the Decds gone 1n the body, whe- 
ther they be cood or evii. It will be 
a ſhame to ſay then,my fins and iniqui- 
tics were not manifeſt unto me by the 
Spirit of Truth 3 and fo think to hide 
them and cover them with lying ex- 
cuſes; ſaying, it was a natural Light, 
or as ſome have called it, a Devil: 
Thus mankind being darkened by the 
enemy, the man of fin 3 He 

2 Theſ'2, now exalts himſelf above all | 
3, 4 that is called Gods, and. fits | 
| and judges the motions of | 
Gods holy Spirit to be deluſions, or jn- 
ſufficient to lead and guide out of evil 3 
accounting thatReligton good enough, 
that can talk of what is recorded in 
Scripture 3 how the Primitive Chrt | 
ſtians were moved and acted by Gods 
holy Spirit : Burt ſaith this man of fin, 
to expect new Revelations now @- 
dayes, this 1s dangerous 3 Revelations 
are ceaſed, the operation of- Gods Spt- 


rit is not to be known now adayes3 
an 
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and thus the man of fin brings a fear 
upon all his vaſſais and ſubjedts, that 
they dare not own the Spirit of Truth, 
as maniteſted in them,to lead and guide 
them into all Tr wh: though Chriſt 
Jelus did bear witn«ſs toit , and did 
commend 1t unto the world ; Zves 
that Spirit of Truth ::hich reproves the 
World of fin, 8c. But the man of fin 
teaches his SubjzCs to deny the tufh- 
ciency thereof, and f=ars them , and 
keeps them in ſuch ſubjection 3 that 
tiey muſt not ſo much as confeſs to 
the ſufficiency thereof - Now beleve 
in it, ſaith the man of fin, the Scrip- 
tare 1s the only rule of hfe;z and in 
this bzliet.he keeys them who are on- 
ly profeiiors the reof, under his ſtrong 
deluſions 12 many Sets and Opinions, 
wrangling and ſcoiding about their 
coverings; one Sect of Profeſlors, of 
what holy Lives and bleſted Conver- 
ſations the Saints and Servants of the 
Lord of Heaven and Earth lived by 
the guidance of his holy Spirit in the 
Primitive time : This Sect cryes, my 
dreſs, my covering is thefaireſt and beſts 
QO 4 anoe 
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another Sect cryes down that dreſs 
and covering, and ſets up another dreſs 
and covering 3 andjwhat abundance of | 
theſe Sects there be,let the wiſe Judge, | 
who live under the wo and miſeryzas is 
written : Wo to the rebellious 

Ia. 30.zr. Children,ſaith the Lord,that 
| take counſel, but not of me; 
and that cover, with a covering, but not 0 
my Spirit, that they may add fin to ſin : 
And as Peter {aid of the falſe Teachers; 
| Having eyes full of Adultery, 
2 Pet. 2.14. and that cannot ceaſe from | 
ſfin,begniling unſtable Souls; | 

an heart they have exerciſed with covet- 
ons PraGices , curſed Children: And 
as 7ade 1n his Epiſtle ſaid of them who 
was then departed from the Faith and 
bleſſed works of the holy Spirit; ſoit 
- may be as truly ſaid of theſe: Theſe be 
they who ſeperate themſelves, ſenſual, hav- 
ing not the Spirit: But thele ſpeak evil 
of thoſe things which chey know not, 
but what they know naturally as 
bruit beaſts: And being thus corrup- 
ted and exalted, live above the pure 
tear of the Lord 3 they in this one 
E nels 
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neſs pervert and wreſt the Scriptures, 
to bend them to their corrupt wills 
and imaginations: They doin the dark 
works of the man of fin, give their 
private Interpretations of the Pro- 
pheſies in Scripture, and in a myſtery 
of iniquity, they ſpeak evil of the mo- 


' tions of Gods holy ſpiritz in which 


bleſled motions, thoſe bleſſed Pro- 
pheſies were given forth; and cannet 
be underſtood, but by the bleſſed. 
operation and moving of the ſame 
bleſſed ſpirit 3 but the moving of this 
bleſſed ſpirit, being mocked at by 
Hagar's brood, that Birth after the 
fleſh, which gendereth to bondage ; 
this brood in their ſeveral Sets, do ex- 
alt the myſtery of iniquity, and ſpiri- 
tual wickedneſs in high places 3 and 
under this myſtery concluſions are 
made , that. Chriſt who ſuffered by 
wicked hands, hath done all for them z 
and that their fins are forgiven, in what 
he did and ſuffered without them 3 
and their Confeſſions and Profeflions 
to this purpoſe, they look upon to 
be (ound and good Religion, though 
| {1n 
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fin and iniquity they live in, and plead 
for it for term of Life : But let all the 
wiſe in heart, who have not fo far be- 
trayed their reaſon and underſtand- 
ing in the things of God, but that 
ſome little glimmering and deſcerning 
they have thereof: Conſider and judge, 
whether the man of fin be not the 
Author of that Religion z and whe- 
ther {ch dark works have not a ten- 
dancy of overthrowing the true pur- 
pole and intent of all the holy mens 
Teſtinomes, given forth by the mov- 
ing of Gods holy ſpirit, as recorded 
in the Scriptures : Much might be 
written concerning theſe workers in 
the works of darkneſs ; but I give but 
ſome brief hints thereof, and leave the 
wile in heart to Judge- 

And 1 do ask this queſtion; whe- 
ther in caſe the Motions, Operations, 
Revelations and Infpirations of Gods 
holy fpirit of Truth, have not the 
leading and guiding of peoples hearts 
and minds in their converfations and 
all their ways and works, where this 
is denyed? Whether then doth nota 

ſpirit 
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ſpirit of error and fallhood, deceit and 
hypocriſfie Jead initead thereof? 

Indeed miſery, and miſerable will 
be the end of all tnoſe who do perſiſt 
and go on under the cover of the An- 
tichriſtian ſpirit , to oppoſe the great 
love of God in the manifeſtation of 
the Son of his love, who both was, and 
is manifeſt to deſtroy the Devils works : 
And in this glorious manifeſtation of 
Gods ſpirit of grace, light, power and 
wiſdom, is the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth at work this time and ſeaſon, to 
create again and redeem mankind out 
of the fall, death and curſe 3 and is 
pouring out of his blefied ſpirit upon 
all eſh, as was Prophefied of through 
the moving of Gods holy ſpirit in old 
time by the Prophet 7oel 2.28. And 
it ſhall come to paſs afterward, that T 
will pour out my ſpirit upon all fleſh; and 
your Sons and your Daughters ſhall Pro- 
pheſie, your ol4 men ſhall dream dreams, 
your young men ſhall ſee Viſtons 3 and 
alſo upon the Servants, and upon the 
Handmaids in thole dayes, will I pour 
out wy Spirit, Now Hagars wu 
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do objet; and ſay, that this was ful- 
filedin the primitive Chriſtians days, 
but now it is ceaſed, ec. 

Anſwer, That the ſpirit of the Lord 
was poured out upon the primitive 
Chriſtians, who believed and waited 
1n the manifeſtation thereof, that is 
evident to all who read what bleſſed. 
Lives they lived, and toly examples 
they were, in their day and genera- 
tion: And they were built upon the 
foundation of the holy Prophets and 
Apoſtles; and this was the ſpirit of 
Chriſt, as you may read 1 Pet.1.10,11- 
The Spirit of Chriſt which was in then 
did jimifie, when it teStified before-hand 
the ſuſſering of ChriSt, and the glory that 
ſhould follow : Tt was by the moving 
of the ſpirit of Chriſt in the Prophets, 
who propheſied of the grace that 
ſhould come : This ſpirit of Chriſt in 
them, was their foundation on which 
they built, and from whence they had 
thoſe bleſſed Revelations and Viſions 
of that great ſalvation, the which 
through the pouring out of the ſame 
bleſſed ſpirit of Chriſt upon all fleſh 

| ſhould 
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ſhould come: And thoſe who deny- 
ed themſelves, and took up the Croſs 
and followed Chriſts blefled example, 
even 1n his great humiliation and pa- 
| tience, they were witneſles of the ful- 
| filling of thoſe bleſſed Prophefies : And 
| the Apoltle in his Epiſtle to the Ro- 

mans , ſaith plainly: Now if 

any man have not the Spirit of Rom. 8. 

4 brif, he is none of his: (Let 

all take notice) that it 1s alone by the 

ſpirit of Chriſt that any can be truly 

ſaid to be followers of Chriſt, and fo 

true Chriſtians, as being baptized by * 
this one ſpirit into one body ( out of 
the many Sects.) And all them who 

were poſleſſers and injoyers of Chriſts 

Spirit : In them was fulfilled the Pro- 

pheſy ſo far, as they were partakers 

of the ſpirit thereof. 

But unto what a degree of pros 
darkneſs are people plunged into, 
through a great night of Apoſtaſie 3 
where concluſions are made, that the 
Operation, Revelation and Inſpiratr- 
on of this Spirit of Chriſt is ceaſed now 
adays. They may as well ſay, —y 

| hat 
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hath now adays no followers, there- 
fore none are true Chriſtians; the 
many Sects and Opinions have gotten 
varieties of Bapiaims, bat all out of the 
Spirit of Chritt: That is cealt ( they 
ſay) nowadays , the operation and 
work thereof was fulfil'd in the pri- 
mitive dayes. Now every one to his 
private Interpretations, and © build 
ſome Babel; the Nations are now be- 
come as waters, and the Whore with 
her Golden Cup of Sorceries rids over 
all; and the Nations have drunk of 
her Cup of Fornications, and are made 
ſo drunk therewith, that they ſee no 
need of the Revelation of Chrilt's Spi. 
rit now adays : Their Mother Myſtery, 
Babylon the Mother of Karlots, ſhe 
aſtructs her brood of Children to 
kindle fires of Confeſton and Profe(- 
ſion, without true Faith and Obe- 
dience of what bleſſed Teltimomes 
are left upon record, and to warm thems 
ſelves by the ſparks of their fire ; and 
to cover themlelves with the Harlots 
Attire, even their own ſelt-righteoul- 


neſs, 1n teigned Faiths, and feigned 
Humi- 
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Humilities, in teigned Worſhips, and 
feigned Beliets 3 thaving denyed the 


ſufficiency of the Arm and Power of 


God now adays, and the SanGiificati- 
on, Wildom, Righteouſneſs and Re- 
demption of Chriſt Jetus now adaysz 
contenting themſelves with Profe(- 
fion and Confeftion of Chriſt Jeſus, 
that he was made Righteouſneſs, Wil- 
dom and SanGification, and Redemp- 
tion, to them taat believed in the 
Primitive time, by the pouring out 
of his blefled Spirit; then the Arm 
of the Lord was revealed, and the 
power of the Lord did redeem people 


from under the enemies power, and 


the Faith of Gods Elect was then very 
precious: Andthe power of Chriſt Je- 
ſuis, who hath power over all fleſh, 
that then was the higher power, and 
people did then bow under it, and con- 
fefled him before men ; then indeed 
Chriſts DoGrine and Commands taught 
and received, and his precious. blood 
confeſſed unto by them that were 
witneſſes thereunto, who through the 
vertue and ſufficiency wereredeemed 
from 
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from under the man of ſin's power, 
and ſo cleanſed from the filthy Gar- 
ments of fin: Then indeed the Lord 
had a people, the which were his pur- 
chaſed poſleſhion, being ſanctified 
throughout in Sou], Body and Spirit, 
by the pouring out and renewings of 
Chriſts holy Spirit - They were not 
their own,being purchaſed and bought 
with a price ; they all confefled unto 
the Lord that had bought them, and 
all the true Preachers of righteouſs 
neſs, they preacht up then the ſuffi- 
ciency of the Blood ofthe Lamb, and 
the uncorruptable word of life, and 
laboured and travelled for the form- 
ing of Chriſt in the Believers, that they 
might preſent them perfe&t in Chriſt 
Jeſus : All this faith the Seed of the 
bond-woman, where Miſtery Babylo# 
hath her brood ; we cannot deny but 
that the ſtate and condition of the 
Primitive Chriſtians were as aforeſaid : 
Put they may lay, if they will ſpeak 
the Truth, our Mother Miſtery Baby- 
lx hath tanght us another Leſſon now 
adays: Alas, for you our fore-Fathers, 

Demas 
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Demas and the Antichriſtian Spirit, 
| that Jed abundance from among the 
true Chriſtians; many in the Antichri- 
ſtan Spirit went out and imbraced this 
World, and in the Wiſdom thereof, 
| the God of the World blinded our 
| our Fore-fathers Minds, and then the 
| Goſpel was hid, and in the Apoſtacy 
we grew, being inwardly ravened 
| from the Spirit of Chriſt, we loſt the 
| ſenſe of the ſufficiency | 'of the power 
thereof : Then the Spirit of Antichriſt 
that led and became head, and the 
Beaſt, and falſe Prophet, with many 
Heads and Horns, ſome like a Lamb, 
having received power from the Dra- 
2on, became in time ſich a great head 
and mountain, that they made War 
with the true 'Woman and her Seed, 
and caſt out floods of urigodlineſs a- 
gainſt that Birth and Seed that was 
conceived by the free Woman; and 
in ſuch a degree the Beaſt prevailed, 
that he proclaimed open War; ſay- 
ing, whois able to make War with 
the Beaſt : Thus the Seed of the bond 
Woman, who are conceived and 
P brought 
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brought forth out of the Womb of 
Miſtery Babylon, may truly'ſay ; the 
Arm of fleſh is now accounted for the 
higher power, and we teach for 


Doctrine the Commands of Men ; our | 
Mother hath trained us yp, and taught | 
us to deny the power of the Lord to | 
be the higher power, and to deny the | 


infallible teachings of the Grace of 


Gods Spirit; and to deny the Ope- | 


ration and Revelation, and Inſpiration 
of Gods holy Spirit now a dayes, aid 


to ſay that is ceaſed now adayes: | 


And now we can live bravely in the 
Luſts of our own eyes, and in the Luft 
of our own fleſh, and in the Pride of 
Life, under many Fair Coverings that 
our Mother hath made us; having 


caſt off Chrifts Yoak,, we are now at | 


fiberty in the fleth to uſe our Tongues 
in our own wills and pleaſures; the 
Beaſt and falſe Prophet hath purchaſed 
this liberty for us, and our Mother fits 
as Queen, and faith, we ſhall ſee no 
ſorrow: It is ſervice good enough 


ow adayes to be high talkers of the | 


holy mens words and works, and _ 
IP * 
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| ſet them up for Teachers who have 


an Art and ſubtilty to pleaſe men beſt 
with their good Words aiid fair 


| Speeches. As for the univerſal Spirit 
| and.power of the Lord Jeſus and his 
| blefſed Office to fir and prepare for 
the bleiled Miniite AY £ Gur Mother 
| Miſtery Pabylon hath taught us to Ce- 


ny the fuffticiency thereof ; and to ſet 
up Univerſities and Schools to make 
Miniſters by, and let them be a&grace- 
leſs as they will, ſo they be Witty and 


| Learned,and can talk Learnedly of the 


good words and Teſtimonies that pro- 
ceeded from the moving of Gods Spirit 
through Fiſher-men, Shepheaids and 
Herds-men, and the ike : If they can by 
their floods of Eloquence and high 


| flown DoGcrines and Speeches , under 


fairſhews of Confetiion and Profeſiion 
of lome rhings that have been done, and 
of ſome things that ſhould be dove, 
and yet leave all undone ; and ſtop the 
very motions of the Spirit of Truth, 
by and in which. alone every thing 
that 1s good 1s done, and without it 
we can do nothing that's good and ac- 

P 2 ceptable 
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ceptable and well pleafing to God, 
We the Chiliren of Miſtery Z ebyloy, 
may ſay,if our Preachers and Teachers 
do ſo well apply themſelves to Learn- 


ing , and get ſuch curious Arts and | 
Eloquence, as to ſtop the motions of | 
the Spirit of Truth , now adays they | 
do our Mothers work well, and de- | t 
ſerves geod Incouragement (fome long | 
Coats, ſome ſkort Coats) ſome Shop: | 
keepers,and Trades; (a vaſt Reveney | 
by the year) ſome more,ſome lefs, ac- | 
cording as weand our Merchants can | 


agree : And for this Trade and Mer- 
chandize, we are beholding to the 
Beaſt and falſe Prophet, who hath pur 


chaſed this liberty for us, to deny the | 


Revelation, Operation and Divine In- 
ſpiration of the Spirit of Truth now 
adayes: And fo to give our private 
Interpretations of the holy Propheſics 
in Scripture, and to make void 
the very end and tendency of the 
moving of Gods holy Spirit through 
holy men, in giving forth the ſame. 
Thus you may ſee the Fruie of yout 
Doctrine, you Seed of the bond Wo- 
man ; 
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. | man.3 who are nouriſhed and trained 


up by your Mother Miſtery Zabylon, 
im whoſe Womb all the Treachery in 
' Cruel Butchery hath been conceived 
and brought forth z who have been (© 
drunk with the Whores Cup of Sorce- 
| ries, that you have not ſpared to drink 
| the Blood of the holy Prophets, Apo- 
| ſtlesand Saints, and Martyrs of the Itiving 
 God;and this 1s,znd hath been the fruits 
and effects of the motions of your own 
proud, arrogant, exalted ſpirns, where- 
by you have diſdaineq4 and mocked 


* | the very appearance of Gods holy Sp1- 


nt of Truth, and the Light thereof : 
| Tou have contemned and ſpoke (hght- 
ly and evil of, and all this have you 
done under a Miſtery ; wherein, 1n 
four drunken fits, you have killed 
and ſpoiled the Servants of the living 
God, and then wip't your Mouths 
Ike Sheep-biting Dogs z and made the 
World believe that Worſhipped the 
beaſt, that you had done ſome ſervice 
for the Lord : You are the Generati- 
on whom Chriſt fpoke of, Mat- 23. 33: 
le Serpents, ye generation of Vipers, 

| 2 3 how 
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how can ye eſcape the dammnation of Hell? 
Fill up your meaſure , that upon you 
may come all the righteous blood ſhed 
upon the Earth. 


Forof a Truth, the good Husband- | 


man, the Loid of Heaven and Earth, 
hath all this wt1le re{erved a Seed, as 
| It is wittten 5 And as Eſaias 
Rom. 9. ſaid bejore , except the T ord 


29. of Sabbath had left us a Seed, | 


we had been as Sodoms, 
and been made like unto Gomorrha: 
And in this is the Lord repleniſhing 
the Earth and making of it fruntul m 
vertue, 1n life, in praiſes to his holy 
name, even by the ſame ſpirit of Truth 
that moved in the holy men of God, 
that gave forth thoſe holy Propheles 
and bleſſed Teſtimonies in the Scrip- 
tures of Truth: And this is the time and 
{caſon wherein the Lord is pouring out 
his ſpirit, even the ſame ſpirit as be 


did pour out upon his Sons and Daugh | 


ters inthe Primitive time : And its by 
the Operation, Revelation and Divine 
Inſpiration of the ſame ſpirit of Chrilt 
Jeſus, in and by which th2 Holy Pro 
phelies 


= 
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phefies and Teſtimonies in the Scrip- 
ture comes to be underſtood : Andin 
this ſpiri®the Lord hath, and is ordain- 
ing. Miniſters that they may go, and 
bring forth fruit, and that their fruit 
may remain: And by the power and 
efficalte thereof,are thouſands of living 
witneſſes raiſed now in theſe dayes, 


| unto whom the goodneſs, mercy and 
 bovmg kindneſs of the Lord is reveal- 


ed, even by the Operation , Divine 
Inſpiration and bleſſed effects of the 
ſame ſpirtt of Chriſt Jeſus, which the 
holy men of God were witneſles of in 
the Primitive dayes : And in and by 


this ſpirit of power and wiſdom, is the 


Lord made Righteouſneſs, Wiſdom, 
canctification and Redemption unto - 
his people who are believers this day, 
as he was in the Primitive days unto 
his people who did believe in him : 
And by the power and effeQual works 
of this ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus 12 theſe 
days, time and ſeaſon ; The 
Blind receive their Sight, and My. 11 
the Lame Walk, the Lepers 56. 
are Cleanſed , and the Deaf 

P 4 Hear 
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Hear, the Dead are raiſed up, and the 
Poor have the Goſpel Preached to them: 
And bleſſed is he whoſoever ſbll not be 
offended in me : This ſpirit of Chriſt 
Jeſus was the Foundation of the Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, on which the true 
Believers (which were the Church of 
Chriſt) was built; and its on this 
Foundation that the true Believers 
(which 1s the Body of Chriſt ) which 
1s his Churchis built this day,time and 
ſeaſon, where Chriſt is Head, Leader, 
Law-giver and Commander ; and by 
his ſpirit 18 the blefled Worlbip ſet up 
now in the Church of Chriſt, the 
which Chriſt (et up in oppoſition to all 
falſe Worſhips in the Primitive time ; 
as you may read: But the hour cometh, 
when the true Worſhipers ſhall 
. Jobn 4 Worſhip the Father in Spirit 
23:4. and in Truth; for the Father 
ſeeketh ſuch to Worſhip him : 
God is a Spirit, and they that Worſhip 
bim, muſt Worſhip him in Spirit and in 
Truth. Therefore yours 1s the falfe 
Worſhip now, where the Revelation, 
Operation and Divine —_—_— 
—_ enis 
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this bleſſed ſpirit of Truth is denyed 
now adays: Your Worſhip is falſe, 
imaginary and conceited 3 for none 
can truly call Jeſus Lord, but by the 
leading and guiding of the ſame holy 
ſpirit of Truth; and all that makes 
mention of his holy Name, let them 
depart from Iniquity: And all you 
who do not; but do continue in the 
Miſtery thereof, in ſabjeftion to the 
man of fin; your Prayers are the 
Prayers of the wicked, rhe which is 
abomination to the Lord - And your 
patcht up Sermons , the which you 
Study and Frame up in your Brain 
from the works of others: They are all 
alike abomination 3 and how coftly 
theſe works of abomination are, let the 
Wiſein Heart judge: Andin all where 
this bleſſed ſpirit of Truth is rejected 
and ſtoped in its motions, and ſo griev- 
ed and quenched, and another ſpirit 
leads; all their labour and travel 1s 
yain, and your Conſultations are vain, 


and whatſoever you form up, be it 


an Inſtrument never (o cunningly and 
wiſely wrought in the deepeſt -of 
your 
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your Skill and Councel, in the higheſt 
degree oi the Worlds Wiſdom to op- 
pole the out-goings of this bleſſed Spi- 
rit of Chriſt Jeſus; it ſhall never pro- 
{per, neither ſhaſi the Contrivers ever 
profper in their works: Look back 20 
or 30 years paſt, where great under- 
takings have been,Ceven if it had been 
poſtible )ro have ruined and ſpoiled all 
thoſe who gave. Teitimony to this 
Spirit of Truth : And ſee what fad ef- 
fects thoſe works of Oppoſition have 
produced; what hath your turning of 
things uptide down availed you ? Alas 
for you, your worth is the product of 
ruine and miſery; that which you in- 
tend to your peaceable Neighbours 
( will come upon your (elves, ) your 
own works 1n your fingular exalted 
ſpirits is the purchaſer thereof: Oh 
you Ignorant Fools, who are blinded 
by the God of this Wold, and are (6 
high flown, that you go about to limit 
the holy God ja the goings out of his 
holy Spirit; you may as well under- 
take to alter the courſe ofthe Sun, and 
ſtop up the courſe of the Ebbing and 
Flowing 
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Flowing of the Sea : Your fins of Pre- 
ſumption would be much alike , and 
your Folly will end in as great ſhame 3 
Indeed your preſumption ariſes from 
an Arm of Fleſh, and long continu- 
ance 1n vain Cuſtoms, Traditions and 
Inventions: And becauſe you can 
clap up in Priſons, and make Havock, 
and Ruine, and Spoile of People and 
their Goods; your ſpirit that leads 
you 1n theſe works, being an envious, 
Malicious, Cruel, Abominable, Wick- 
ed ſpirit 3 therefore proceeds this 
wrong Judgment from you, even that 
Gods holy Spirit m Revelation, Ope- 
ration and Divine Inſpiration, as mo- 
ving through holy Men in the Primi- 
tive time, 1s now ceaſed: But if 1t 
were (o, as you vainly Imagine; then 
ſhew where the difference lyes be- 
tween you who call your ſelves Chri- 
{tians, and the Heathens, if the Spirit 
of Chriſt Jeſus, the Spirit which peo- 
ple were brought under in the Pri- 
mitive time, and thereby to be Bap- 
tized into one Body, the which was to 
be ruled and governed by that Spirit 


of 
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of Chriſt. Now if the Revelation, 
Operation and Divine Infpiration 
thereof be ceaied, then te}l me by 
what ſpirit Chriittans, io called, are 
Baptized into ſo many Bodyes and 
Fellowſhips, and what Spirit rules and 
governs? And what diffe--nce there is 
between them called Heatnen in their 
Fellowinips, and them called Chri- 
ſtians in their Fellowſhips, where the 
Authoriry, Rule and Government of 
Chriſts Spirit is denyed. 

Come to plain dealing , and don't 
Shuffl; you. have been long enough 
in that work alreadyz and the more 
you perfilt therein, the more you will. 
beconfounded, and the deeper plung- 
ed into the horrible pit, and your Feet 
w1ll be faſter ſtuck in the Mire : There- 
fore be admoniſhed to deal plainly, 
leaſt you be your own Executioners 
through your high preſumptuous 
mindedneſs in bringing (wift deſtruci- 
on upon you; for of a Truth thouſands 
have been bowed before the Lord un- 
der a (enſe of their own inſufficiency 
to perform that which 1s good and ac- 
| ceptable 
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ceptable of themlelves, and have tru- 
ly waited upon the Lord in a deep 
filence of the fleſh : And indeed Chriſt 
hath appeared the ſecond time in his 
bleſled Spirit and power, and hath 
quickened and revived many hungry 
Souls, and he hath made known his 
ſufficiency and help in the needtul time. 
And all them who have 1n Trurh laid 
hold of him, cannot part with him ; 
for it's by him that we can ao all 
things well pleating and acceptable in 
the fight of God and man: And all 
that have begun in this Spirit, and are 
faithful and obedient thereunto, have 
Hope, Faith and Confidence to grow 
up and be made perfect thereby z and 
ſoattain to the mark and prize that is 
before us : Though many may and do 
turn afide through unfaithfulneſs and 
diſobedience, and the many and great 
tryals that may be met withall,through 
the Oppreſſion and Cruelty of the 
Worlds Spirit; yet over all that hath 
been, and may be met withall; we 
have Hope and Faith , that in and 
through the aſliſtance of the Spirit and 

Power 
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Power of our Lord and Saviour Chriſt 
Jeſus, we ſhall perſevere and go. on, 
bearing the bleſſed fruits of his ſpirit, 
which 1s1n all Goodneſs , Righteoul 
neſs and Truth, Patience, Meckneſs 
and Tanocency, to the finiſhing our 
Teſtimony, and Jaying down our 
heads in Patience and Joy in Life Ever- 
laſting- 

And further, concerning the out- 
. goings of this bleſſed ſpirit, I do teſtt- 
fie my Faith therein; that the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth will by the Majeſty 
and power thereof, overturn, over- 
turn, overturn the power of darkneſs, 
and deſtroy all the curſed fruits that 
have ſprung from the corrupt root 
and ground thereof : And by the light 
of the ſpirit of Chriſt Jeſus, a fight 1s 
o1ven to many faithful witneſſes, that 
the Ax of the Lord is laid to the root 
thereot: And the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth that hath begun the work , will 
carry it on, and perfect it, to his own 
praiſe, honour and glory; and to the 
eſtabliſhment of his purchaſed poſle(- 
fion, where he Tabernacles and De- 

lights to dwell forever. And 
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And now this root and off- 
ſpring of David, this bright and moy- 
ing Star, hath taken deep. rooting in 
many hearts and minds, from whence 
fruits ſpring and grow , to the praiſe 
and honour of the Lord of the Har- 
veſt; and to the joy and comfort of 
all the faithful and true labourers 
therein, whoſe out-goings being in 
the movings, leadings end guidings 
of his holy ſpirit; the which having 
taken deep root downwards, now 
yields fruits upward, in ſome an hun- 
dred, in ſome ſixty, andin ſome thirty, 
fold: As you may read of 
. the Parable of the Sower and Mat. 15. 
the ſeed that fell into the 
g00d ground: And from the Lord of 
the Vineyard, whoſe 1s the Vineyard 3 
he having planted many Heavenly 
Branches into the Vine, his good Hus- 
bandry and Care 1s ſeen to be over 
them : And all whom he hath, or may 
ordann to be Inſtruments and Servants 
in this bleſſed work, he ever did and 
doth maintain them , never ſuffering 
them to lack Food and Rayment, 

| things 
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things neceſſary both for this Life and 
that which 1s to come: But none that 
keep within the bounds of the lead- 
ings and guidings of his bleſſed (pirit, 
did ever covet Silver or Gold, or 
Preach for filthy Lucre-fake : And now 
the Lord of Heaven and Earth, hav- 
ing prepared by his Eternal ſpirit and 
ower ſuch a Miniſtry again, and ſent 
forth into the Nations, who have no 
ſach thing in their Eye to draw them 
out of filthy Lucrez but purely and 
clearly do ſeek the honour and glory 
of God, and the good and well-being 
of people. This makes the corrupt 
and falſe Teachers of the Nation, who 
are made ſo by man in the Worlds 
ſpirit and wiſdom , being drawn out 
for filthy Lucre fake; ; and in more then 
ordinary manner, coveting after Silver 
and Gold ; this makes theſe Diviners 
mad: The day of Chriſt being ſo clear- 
ly come , and the man of fin (their 
Maſter) (ſo clearly revealed, and a 


Teſtimony ſo clearly goes out ' againſt 
them ; Eat their Maſter the man of (in . 


in all his Transformations, though he 
appear 
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appear in them and they in him, as 
Miniſters of rigliteouſneſs, and by all 
the beſt arts and cunhing in perverting 
and wreſting the. holy mens Teſti- 
monies by private Interpretations, ad- 
ding to,and deminiſhing from the Pro- 
pheſies thereof - And ſeemingly by 
caſting mifts and fogs before peoples 
Eyes, they curn the very end and 
tehidericy of the -holy mens Teſti- 
monies and Prophelies left upon .re- 
cord, to afiother uſe then. what they 
were intended and given forth by the 
moving of Gods holy Spirit for: And 
this they do partly through Ignorance, 
being (o wilfully , to hide their Cor- 
rupt, Proud; Arrogant, Covetous and. 
Idolatrous practices under. 

And let all whoſe defires are -after 
the khowledge of the Lord, and the 
peace and- reſt of their. Souls 1n that 
unſpeakabſe comfortand joy, in that 
life which is everlaſting ; take but a 
view of the bleſſed motions of Gods 
boly Spirit through holy men in old 
time, as iFleft upon record: And com- 
pare the Covetous, Idolatrous practices 


Q_ of 
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of the falſe Teachers of the Nation; 
and fee how unlike the good they are; 
and how juſt like rhe wicked they are, 
Ger: 4- Cain, who was of that wicked 
ene; he offered , but unto his Offering 
the Lard had no. reſpeg: 
1. Joh, 3. Abel offered. 71: Faith., and 
1.2. the LT ord. had reſpe# unto 
| Abel and his Offering : «And 
Cain was Wrath, andienvyed him, and 
Murdered hin, becenje his own marks 


wereevil,and his Brothers righteaus. See | 


your Father all you Perſecytors about 
Religion, and: the ground: of his wick- 
ednelſs. Wo to; id 
And the Lard, ſaid,my Spirit ſhall,ndt 
always firive with man, for that he alſa 
is fleſh, and God. ſborjned big 
Gen. bo dayes; and. ſaid; every imagi- 
ation of the thoughts of his heart 
| ras only evil continually 3 far afl flelb hag 
corrupted his mag, and the Eapth-is filled 
with, violence through, them: Theſe 
were. the effecGs, of. fleſhly, motions; 
But Noah: found grace in, the.eyes. of the 
{iord.z and: read: what. blefled,c ed 
his; maying.therein; had- Th 
| | e 
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The falſe Prophets moving in a 
flattering lying Spirit, inticed Ahab to 
go onto his Deſtrugtion ; | 
Micah the true Prophet 2 Chron. 18. 
moving 1n the Spirit, of _ 
Truth , . and for ſpeaking the Truth, 
was Impriſoned, and Fed with Bread 
and Water: The lying Prophets for 
lying, flattering and diſſembling are 
at Liberty. | 
Mordia as being one of the Lords 


| reople,he conld not be moved to bow 


to Haman, nor do him re- 
verence , . though. he was FEfther 3: 
told by the Kings Servants _ 
often that he tranſprefled the Kings 
command: This filled Hamay with 
wrath, and in his wicked motion he 
fought the deſtruction of Mordicaz and 
all his people 3 but read what became 
of him and his motion. 

Read what dreadful effe&s the- 
wicked. fleſhly motions of _ 
the Sodomites lads 5 and the Gen, 19. 
bleſiedeffects of Zot's righte- 
os motions againſt their wickedneſs: 


Q 2 Read 
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Read what the falſe Prophets mo- 
ved for; and how the true Prophet 
was moved to cry againſt 
Tſaiah 56. them, and ſaid, They are all. 
10,11, dumb dogs; yea, they are 
greedy dogs, which can never 
have enough: They all look td their own 
way, every one for his gain from his 
quarter : And he didnotrail in ſaying 
{o, he ſpoke the Truth. IX 
| Read what wicked motions there 
was In the fleſh, and the motion of the 
true Prophet againſt theni 3 ſaid he, 
They were as fed _— every 
Fer.5, one _—_ after his neigh- 
bours Wife : The Prophets pro- 
pheſie falſly, and the Prieſts bear rule by 
their means, and my people love to have 
# ſo; and what will ye doin the end 
thereof 2 
Read the true Prophets motion itt 
the word of Truth againft the falſe 
fleſhly Prophets motion 5 Who moved 
for handfuls of Barley and 
Ezek, 13- pieces of Bread 3 Read how 
wicked they were: The 
wicked falſe Teachers in this Age, have 
a 
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a larger and richer Trade; they 
move for Thouſands of Pounds, 

The true Prophet moving in the 
Truth, cryed out againſt the horrible 
wicked fleſhly motions of the Prieſts ; 
and ſaid, As troops of Robbers 
wait for a man, ſo the compa» Hoſca 6. 
ny of Prieſts murder in the 
way by conſent ; for they commit lewd- 
eſs : Obſerve they were agreed in 
their motion. 


Read the wicked motions of a 


wicked fpirit in the Preſidents, Princes, 
Governours, Counſellers, who moved 
the King to make an unalter- 
alterable Decree to inſnare Dan. 7. 
Daniel, becauſe he was Ho- 
neſt and Juſt: And though Daniel 
was acquainted therewith, and knew 
the penalty ; yet he was moved in a 
good Spirit to open his Windows and 
pray as before : And read what be- 
came of the motions of the wicked ; 
and alſo of the bleſſed motions. 

The good Spirit in the Prophet 


moved him to teſtify againſt the falſe 


Spirits motions, both in head and tail : 
| | —_—_ Said 
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Said he, The heads thereof judge for re- 
ward, and the Prieſts there- 
Mic. 3- 1. teach for Fiire , and the 
Prophets thereof Divine for 
Meney ; yet will they lean _= the Lord, 
and ſay, is not the Lord among us? 
20ne evil can come upon us. Oh the 
preſumption and confidence of wick- 
ed motions; and obſerve how hireling 
Prieſts were cryed out againſt in for- 
mer dayes , as well as in theſe laſt 
dayes: | 
__ Chriſtin his DoGrine gave people 
warning, To beware 0 yh the Scribes, which 
love to go in long lothing , and love 
Salutations in the Markt 
Mark12. places, and the chief Seats i 
' the Synagogues, and the uf- 
permoſi Rooms at Feaſts : Which de 
wour Widows houſes, and for a pretenct 
make long Prayers: But they are worſe 
that make Widows, and devour 
Eſtates z examine the Jailers Calen- 
ders for near 3o years laſt paſt. 
As the 20. The Apoſtle was mo- 
ved by a good Spirit to declare what 


 thould come after him 3 | ſaying, For] 
n know 
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know this, that after my departing ſhall 
grievou# Wolves enter in among you 5 not 
ſparing the Flock. And what a won- 
derfu] motion this wicked generati- 
on have had for near this 3o years, let 
all them that have heard and (een, and 
are more moderate and wile in heart, 
judge. 

1 7oh. 2. There you may read that 
there was then many Antichriſts, and 
the evil motions of that wicked Spirit, 
the which was then in the World. 
Chap. 4+3. was todeny Chriſt's coming 
in fleſh; 

And 7ohn being 1n the Spirit on the 
Lords day, had wonderful things re- 
vealed unto him; both of 
the Beaſts riſing out of the Revelation 
Sea, and out of the Earth ; 
and with what {welling Pride he ex- 
alted himſelf over the Saints and 
Servants of the Lord God: And how 
that Kings agreed to give their ſtrength 
and power unto the Beaſt with one 
mind, to make Wat with the Lamb 3 
and the Lamb ſhall overcome them : 
For he is Lord of Lords, and King of 


Q 4 Kings, 
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Kings, and they that are with*him are 
bleſled , and choſen, and faithful : 

And he ſaw the downfall of Babylon, 
and the End of the Beaſt and falſe 
Prophet : Read chap. 19. And this is 
coming to pals, and muſt be fulfilled, 
glory, praiſes and honour be given to 
the Lord God forever. 

' And thus unprejudiced Reader, 
who hath ſome Breathings after the 
knowledge of the Lord , and canſt 
not takeup a reſt in a ſinful ſtate, but 
defires that true Judgment 'may go 
forth: Here 1s plain Truth, and alſo 
{ome brief inſtances therein, which is 
but few to what might be given from 
Geneſis tothe Revelations,of the wick- 
ed Spirits motions, and their Effects; 
and of the bleſſed motions of Gods 

good Spirit, and their Effets; by | 
which thou mayeſt fee, by the fruits 
and practices, who are of that brood 
and generation of Cai and his fol- 
lowers; and who are of the generati- 
on of Abel and his followers - And 
what a wicked, proud, arrogant Spirit 
thatis, which dares preſume to limit'the 
moving 
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moving of Gods holy Spirit in its Re- 
velation, Operation and Divine Inſpi- 
ration. And by which wicked and 
preſumptuous works, that proud, am- 
bitious and aſpiring Spirit, hath turned 
the very end and tendency of the 
love and mercy of God in the movin 
of this holy Spirit through holy Men, 
in giving forth thoſe bleſſed Teſtimo- 
nies and Propheſies in Scriptures, even 
quite to another uſe, then intended. 
And how the Antichriſtian Spirit, 
which was in the World in the Apo-: 
ſtles dayes, wrought in a Miſtery of 
Iniquity, and in Confeſſions and Pro- 
feſlions from the true witneſſes Teſti- 
mony 3 that Chriſt was come 1nto the 
World, and how he was Born, and 
how he Suffered, and was Aſcended, 
and will come again (which 1s all true.) 
But under this fair covering, the Mer- 
chants of Babylon (et up their Trades, 
and fraighted their Veſſels with the 
Whores Trumpery, and with fair 
Speeches and good Words, out of the 
Life, out of the Power ; they have dee 
laded poor Souls, making ——— 
O 
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of them ; ſetting up that which is pros 
fitable in the way of righteouſneſs, for 
the way of righteouſneſs; and fo ex- 
cluded the ſecond coming of Chriſt in 
Spirit to them that look and wait for 
him without {in unto Salvation : This 
great miſtery, the which is Chriſt in 
us the hope of Glory , the way of 
Truth and Life, the way of Righte- 
oulneſs unto the Father , out of which 
none can come unto him ; this by 
their Arts they have wholly excluded: 
And thus having ſe the Scripture for 
a chief rule, and only. rule of Life ; 
they have excluded the Spirit of 
Truths guide and Jeadings, the which 
the Scripture directs unto ;z and ſo ſet 
the Scriptures above the Spirit, by the 
moving of which they were given 
forth : And the Words and Writings 
of the Scripture, they have ſet up, for 
the word it (elf. And this Spirit hav- 
ing put the Declaration and Writings 
of Matthew, Mark, Znke and Joh for 
he Goſpel; here the Goſpel, the 
power of God, that is exchided, and 
Chriſt the word of God in the heart 
All( 
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3nd mouth, that is excluded: And 
thus having turned the Scripture up- 
fide down 5 The man of fin, 
the Son of Perdition , who 2 Theſ. 2. 
oppoſeth and exalteth him- 3. 
ſelf above all that is called 
God ; fitteth in the Temple of God, ſhew- 
ing himſelf that he is God: And now 
ſaying 1n effect, that theday of Chriſt 
1s paſt, as touching his appearance and 
coming in the fleſh, he is ata remote. 
neſs 'or diſtance from his peo 
Now Revelations are ceaſed, ſay they, 
and the beſt term they can give the 
Light in man, 1s to'call it a Natural 
Light : So Natural and Brutiſh is man- 
kind become, through the works of 
the enemy; and in this Natural State, 
reading the Scriptures, having put the 
moving of Gods Spirit a far off from 
them, by which alone the things of 
Cod therein are underſtood : They 
in that Natural Eftate, doth not un- 
derſtand what they read , neither can 
they receive the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are fooliſbneſs unto 
them: Oh people be admoniſhed to 
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come down to the Light of Chriſt in 
you , that makes manifeſt the deeds 
of Darkneſs; and as the man of ſin 
comes to be revealed in you, by the 
Light of Chriſts Spirit, you thereby 
will come to the knowledge of Chrilts 
day and coming in righteouſneſs , to 
make War againft all unrighteouſneſs, - 
and to put an end to tranſgreſſion, and 
finiſh fin, and bring in everlaſting 
rizhteouſneſs :- So away with all pri- 
vate Interpretations and vain Imagi- 
nations, and come to the univerſal 
love of God that Spirit or Light; the 
which makes manifeſt that which 1s re- 
proveable, and turn at his reproof, and 
he will pour out his Spirit upon you: 
And thus by the coming of: the day 
of Chriſt, the day of the wicked will 
be ſeen, and the Bed of Torment they 
mult lye down in, who go on in wick- 
edneſs, oppoſing the Spiritual ap- 
pearance of Chriſt Jeſus: Oh ſad will 
their day be, who perſiſt in their pre- 
ſumption of mocking and ſcoffing at 
the moving of Gods holy Spirit now 
adayes; that is a proud arrogant Spt- 
rit, 
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rit, which will lead all that follow it 
to the end, to miſery, contempt and 
ſhame; and at length to everlaſting 
deſtruction. Bleſſed are they that are 
not defiled with it : And therefore be 
admoniſhed to put your whole truſt in 
God 5 and wait for the appearance of 
his grace, that you may have Salt and 
Savour 1n your ſelves; orelſe, not- 
withſtanding you may talk high things 
of what you read in Scriptures, yet if 
you be not regenerated and born of 
the Spirit, you cannot enter into the 
Kingdom of God. And thus in the 
Leading, Guiding, Operation, Re- 
velation and Divine Inſpiration of 
the Bleſſed Spirit of Truth, am I moe 
yed to give Teſtimony to the Truth 
and way of Life and Peace, in true 
love to all the Creation of God, for 
the undeceiving of deceived and de- 
laded Souls, that their underſtandings 
may be cleared of Darkneſs and Er- 
ror; and that they may know the 
Truth as it is in Jeſus, and be ſaved, 


The 11th, Month, 1676. 


Stephen Smith. 
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A Teuder Greeting to the 
Fleck of ( hrift in Bed- . 
fordſhire aud Hunting- 
tonſhire. 


Dear Friends, | 
N the everlafting Sced, Power and 
Life, keep the ſubſtance of all ſig- 
nified in Ages paſt , under many 
Types, Figures and Shadows, now 
known and dwelt in by them who 
have believed the good report of the 
holy men of God, which is left upon - 
record, who was redeemed from the 
Earthly part z even that they might 
be Gods witneſſes of his Heavenly 
gift, wherein-is all the Treaſures of 
wiſdom and' knowledge hid'; which 
Treaſure hath been freely opened un- 
tous, who through faithfulneſs, and 
diligent waiting, have GET 
am 
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ſame, as a ſure reward of the bounty 
and goodneſs of our Creator for ever. 
So that all the obedient and upright 
hearted cantruly ſay; for ever be the 
day had in remembrance , when we 
were awakned out of Carnal Security, 
we had in vain Cuſtoms and Traditi- 
ons of men in the Fall; who have 
_ ſoughtout many Inventions, through 
which comes blindneſs, hardneſs of 
heart, and unbelief; from whence 
proceeds envying, hatred, malice, un- 
cleanneſs, and all other evils whatſo- 
ever : He who is Prince of Darkneſs, 


having his Power and Authority there 


in blindneſs and darkneſs, carries the 
Creature into bondage at his will » he 
being ruler in the Children of diſobe- 
dience : But glory and praiſes be to 
the Lord our God, who is the great 
God, and beſides him there is none: 
It's he alone that opens the under- 
ſtandings of them that fear him 3 who 
hath diſcovered unto us, the Miſtery 
of the workings of Satan, and the 
bredth and length of his rule and do: 


minion, and the end thereof; for ever. 


Is 
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is he who thus opens unto them that 
fear him, greatly to be admired by 
all his Sons and Daughters, who are 
redeemed by his great power out of 
Adam 1n the Fall , up into him that 
never fell, through whom we have 
acceſs into his preſence , the which 
ſweetens all to us, and carries all that 
truly truſt in him through all Tempeſts 
and Storms whatſoever : Even by his 
Arm and Power, who will and can 
appeaſe and lay all Tempeſts and 
Storms when they have accompliſhed 
that for which they were ſuffered to 
be raiſed , he being ſeen and known 
'| who: walkes upon a troubled Sea 3 
asin dayes paſt, ſo yeſterday, and to 
day, and forever. So Dear Friends, 
keep our his appearance, who would 
work queſtionings and reaſonings con- 
cerning the Rod of the wicked, with 
which the Righteous are threatned : 
({t's for the Fire) CIrt's for the Fire) 
that's Gods Word : So all to abide 
faithful in his power, by whom all 
appearances of the wicked one may 
be reſiſted in his many wills, who is 
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a Murderer and a Thief 3 who walkes 
about in the Earthly mind , compaſ- 
ſing there, and betraying there ; and 
draws back into the Earth there ; 
And then when tryals come, the 
Earth is in the way; and then the 
falſe ballance is ſet up in the heart, 
and the precious Jewel being weighed 
therein,the Earth that appears heavieſt, 
and fo carries the ſway in the mind, 
and ſo comes to be ſet up in the heart: 
So thereby many come to loſe the 
everlaſting reward. of peace, and joy, 
and comfort, which 1s in that Life 
which lives and abides for ever : $9 
Dear Friends, have an Eye to there- 
ward of well doing ;z even that Peatl 
of great Price, and let it have domi- 
nion in the heart, and the Earth ſet 
under all ; that ſo we may. continue 
to the end in all well-doing ; and 
patient and meek running in that race 
which 1s fet before us, unto whom 
belongs the Crown of Immortal Life 
When the Lord pleaſes to: ſhew me: a 
clear. way unto. you, I ſhall be willing 
toſce your Faces, tothe end that we 
may 
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may be refreſht together ; even from 
that everlaſting Fountam, from whence 
comes all our freſh {pringgs which glads 
the Souls of the upright for ever : But 
at preſent I find my Teſtimony re- 
quired, where TÞ have had the greateſt 
time of my Converſation in the ever- 
laſting Covenant of Fruth, Light and 
Life. | 

That wicked ruler who rules in the 
Children of diſobedience, hath many 
Agents here abouts, as well as in o- 
ther places, who have been at work 
amongſt us: They took from me. 
fix Cows, for a Fine of 20 /. for ſpeak- 
ing the things of God according to his 
will, (but they had great trouble with 
them :) From my Brother Joh nine 
Cowes, for a Silent Meeting at his 
houſe ; and from another all his Beds, 
Cloaths, two Geldings, Pewter, Bras, 
Leather, and abundance of other 
things, to the value, as1s ſuppoſed, of 
nezr 50/7. for a Silent Meeting at his 
Houſe : At K7zgſton on Thames, Friends 
have had abundance taken from them, 
and they kept out of their Meeting 

| =. 2g place, 
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place, and not ſuffered to ſtand quiet- 
ly in the Streets ; but ſome were taken 
and ſent to Priſon, and others drove 
abour by Souldiers in 2 barbarous 
manner; and ſeveral other Fines have 
been levyed, too Jong to mention : 

And Meetings being diſturbed, Friends 
being haled out, ec. all which works 


for good to them that truly fear and 


obey the voice of the Living God: 
The more they ſtrive, the more doth 
Power and Life appear; which keeps 
Friends Clear, Sweet and Innocent; 
even to love God above all, and their 


Netrghbours as themſc]ves, greatly de-: 
firing that they may ſee a neceſlity of 


building upon the fame Rock ;z even 
Chriſt Jeſus, whois the power of God, 
and wiſdom of God, who feeds al 
that truly hunger with ſpiritual Meat, 
an] all them that truly thirſt with ſpi- 
ritual Drink ; him who was glorified 
with the F ather | in the beginning , by 
whom all things were made, who con- 
tinues the ſame yeſterday, to day, 


and forever: Through whom Friends 


Meetings 1n thele parts are freſh, lively 


and. 
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and conſtant : But the great Boaſters, 
as Preebyterians, Independants and B gp- 
tiſks, who have kicked againſt the 
Everlaſting Covenant of Lite ip their 
own hearts, yer in rheir Imaginations | 
have ſaid they would follow Chriſt, ee. | 
But they now, as in days paſt, when 
the ſtorm was up, are drove. into 
their hofes : But they wonld not be- 
lieve it ii days paſt, butore the ſtorm 
was ſeen, when it was teſtified unto 
them 2 But they are Foxes, they can 
cover themſelves no more ; if they turn 
not to the Truth now, they ſtand in 
danger of being ſwallowed up in dark- 
neſs for ever, 

So Dear Friends, that which con- 
cerns us, is to be thankful, and to 
meet often together , that ſo we may 
growup together, even from one de- 
oree to another of an Heavenly ap- 
pearnce of him in whom 1s al] glory 
that ſo we may bear his Heavenly 
Image for ever. So in true watchful- 
nels, keep over all the appearan-es 
ofthe Enemy: And in true love and 
tenderneſs, keep watchful aver one 
R 3 ſcekingz 
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another; ſeeking one anothers good, 
and the ſtrong bearing with the weak, 
"that ſo all may be preſerved in the 
way of the upright, out of all evil; 

that ſb we may be ſanGiified through- 
Out In Soul, Body and Spirit, even to 
the glory and praiſe of the great God, 
who made all things at his pleaſure 
who iath appointed rimes ard ſeaſons 


and boun's to all: Whoſe. work 1s 


great which he is bring ng to paſs, 
and in vain do the P-therds ſtrive 
azain't itz of a certain he will 
daſh them to pieces: So 1n the Ever- 
laſting Seed is my Dear Love unro all, 
who loves and obeys the appearance 
of him who brings Salvation, who is 
over al), bleſſed for ever and ever. 


Pirbright, the Sth, 
day of the 5th. 
Month, 1679, 


Stephen Smith, 
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An Anſwer to a Paper, 
called, 1 he(_hriſtans 
Vow in Baptiſm. 


Paper coming to my hands, In- 
A tituled, The Chriſtians Vow ire 
Baptiſm, Explicated and Re- 
zewed 5 given forth by an unknown 
Author, who 1s crept into his hole 
again, from whence he brought that 
bundle 3 which upon due confidera- 
tion he will have cauſe to be aſhamed 
of, being works of Darkneſs; where 
many words are uſed out of the wif- 
dom of God, the which hath a ten- 
dency of darkning and hiding Gods 
Counſel from mankind; and there- 
fore that I may be clear in this matter, 
in giving check to that high preſump- 
tion manifeſtly ſhown in the (aid Paper 


as above, 1s this given forth. 
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Firſt, He calls it, The Chriſtians 

Solemn Vow; afterwards he faith, lex 
the remembrance of the Vow of God in 
Baptiſm: Something he would have 
it, but he knows not what s and fo 
he colours it over with many Scrip- 
tures, wherein Gods Covenant with 
man is expreſled 3 where he tumbles 
new and old together, as one igno- 
rant of him from whence both came, 
and therefore unlike to have the 
knowledge of either. 

So now as one high flown in Ima- 
g1nations, undertakes to make a Co- 
venant for others: But the better to 
colour over and uſher in his Pabel, he 
takes many of the true Prophets words, 
and therewith decks himſe]f over, that 
he may appear the more beautiful in 
'the (ight of his good Maſters. A thing 
highly eſteemed of by man; but was, 
and is an abomination in the fight of 
the Lord. But to begin with ſome of 
his words : Oh wonderful grace , when 
thou hadſt forfeited all , and wert no 
more his by nature, then the Devils and 


damned in Eell ! 
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Anſwer, Tn this Confeſſion, what a 
humble man doth he appear to be; 
ſee where he ſets you who are con- 
cerned with him, even equal with the 
Devils nature, and damned in Hell. 
What a rare Arts-man this would be, 
if he could make the Devils nature 
good; by ſaying over ſo many words 
as he hath ordered in his Paper: 
But in the dark where he is foaming 
and tumbling about in an endlels 
work, (eeking to make the Devils na- 
ture good, which alwayes was, and is 
bad and envious againſt good : There 
he is left bound till he repent of his 
preſumption. 

Now to F#ſau's Pottage, which is 


_ uſhered 1n ag a Prayer after his manner; 


the which he would have all to fol- 
low, cither in that Image, or as hke 
itashecan, But let all wiſe people 
conlider, and compare the true Pro- 
phets Prayers with his : The true Pro- 
phet taught his followers to Pray, 
Our Father, &ce. as you may read, 
every word being of great weight, 
But all you who are followers of this 
Imaginary 
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Imaginary man in his works of Dark- 
neſs, ſee what a broad way your 
leader hath found , to tell over a 
pennyworth of Prayers, and then you 
are fit for his invented marriage ; and 
incaſe you ſhould loſe that Paper, you 
may buy a pennyworth of anather 
ſort ſomewhat like it: So paſſiag by 
much of his ſuppoſed goodly ſtuff, 
come to the Marriage Bond in his 
words : And do here ſolemnly joyn my 
elf in a Marriage Covenant unto him. 
Oh bleſſed Jeſus, I come to thee hungry 
and hardly beſtead, poor, and wretched, 
and miſerable, and blind, and naked ; 
a moſt loathſom pointed VWretch, a guilty 
condemned Mualefator , unworthy for 
ever to waſh the Feet of the Seruants of 
ay Lord; much more to be married to 
the King of Glory : But ſuch is thine 
unparallzled love, I ds here with all my 
power accept thee, and take thee for my 
Head and Husband, Did you ever 
hear of a more Loathſom, Impudent 
Harlot, who in all her filthineſs and 
abominations , - preſumes to ſay that 
God is her Husband: Oh high pre- 
ſumption 


fumption, which ariſes from the nature 
of the Devil :; this 1s made indeed in 
the Earthly wiſdom,and there ratified, 
the which I leave all you to judge who 
do return 1m ſome degree or meaſure 
the Divine, Pure, Holy nature of the 
Son of Righteouſneſs, into which all. 
do grow ; and ſo take a view of the 
Heavenly Marriage of the Heavenly 
man, and compare it with that loath- 
ſome conceited marriage, Mevel. 19. 
Let us be glad and rejoyce, and give 
honour to him for the Marriage of the 
T amb is come, and his Wije hath made 
her ſelf ready: And to her was granted, 
that ſhe ſhould be arrayed in fine Linnen, 
clean and White ;, for the Linnen is the 
Righteouſneſs of Saints, &C. 

Alteluja, for the Lord God Omni- 
potent rezgneth 3 kere is a Heavenly 
melody : Had the Author of that Pa- 
per been ſo Ingenious to have come to 
that Marriage Supper, he might have 
partaken of the Heavenly joy and com- 
fort, and not have been left to that 
oreat confuſion manifeſted in that 
Paper : For the Invitation unto it hath 

gone 
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gone thro::2hout the Nation , that 
they that would come, migitt come, for 
the Fountain to waſh and prepare for 
it, hath been and is open, glory to 
God for ever. But further , ſee the 
confuſion of the Author of that Paper 
in theſe words: fnd the Covenant 
which 1 have ratified on Earth , let it 
be ratified in Heaven: What, atter the 
Marriag - is concluded, to be made? 
What work is this ? he bath ratified it 
on Earth, and would have it don= ſo 
in Heay n * but whether he will or 
no, it ſeems he doth not know > fo all 
1s {eft in doubt and fear again : What 
a (ad bargain you have made all this 
while ; who ſpent your Money and 
time after ſuch Idle Immaginary do- 
ings. | 
Now all yon who have feen and 
read the Authors ſuppoſed Covenant, 
be ſo Ingenious to read how God was 
pleaſed to give forth his Law and Co- 
venants, the which he ratified in Hea- 
ven; and compare them with the Au- 
_ thors pretended Covenant which he 
ratified on Earth, without any know- 
| ledge 
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ledge of the parties conſent ; he pre- 
tends to be concerned ; let any prove 
the contrary it they can , and ler him 
ſhew if he can in all the 'Scripr ures of 
Truth, where God ever left it to vain 
man to make a Covenant to be bind- 
ing to all others in that marner, &*c. 
That many did vow obedience, and. 
were incouraged intheCovenant of the 
Lord, that is true and manifeſt through 
the Teſtimonies of the Prophets ; but 
' Where did any preſume to bind God mn 
that manner ? Oh grols Idolatry : ; But 
the bleſſed holy God art all times and 
ſeaſons, according to his blefled plea- 
ſure and good will to mankind , did 
give forth his Law and Commands, 
and ſo Covenanted to be the God of 
his people, to keep them in Peace,e>c. 
On condition of their living in obe- 
dience to his will and pleaſure mani- 
feſt in his time and ſeaton, as you may 
read, Newt. 5. and F'xod. 19. The I ord 
our God made a Covenant with us in Ho- 
reb: The / ord talked with them face 
to face in the Mount, inthe midſt of the 
fire; which cauſed a fear _—_ trembling : 

Theſe 
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Theſe words the Lord ſpake unto all your 
Aſjembly, &&c- and he wrote them jy 
two tables of ſtone : Wherein the Lord 
ſhewed his glory and greatneſs; and 
they ſaid , we have ſeen this day that 
God doth talkwith man, and he lrveth': 
So the 1.aw was added becauſe of tranſ- 
greſſzons till the Seed ſhould come, Gal. 
 3- 19. Jo Chriſt is the end of the I aw 
for Righteouſneſs for every one that be- 
lreveth, Rom. 10. 3. But concerning 
the firſt Covenant which God made 
with his people when: he ſhewed fa- 
vour and love; In taking them by the 
hand to lead them out of Egypt, Heb. 8. 
Becauſe they continued not in my Co- 
venant, I regarded them not , ſaith the 
Lord : But now mark that ſecond 
Covenant which is without fault: 
Aſter thoſe dayes, ſaith the lord, Twill | 
put my Laws into their mind, and write 
them in their hearts and I will be to 
them a God, and they ſhall be to me 4 
LFeople : And they ſhall not teach every 
man his Neighbour, and every man his 
Brother, ſaying , know th: Lord ;, for 
all ſhall know me from the leaſt to the 


greateſt 
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reatef + For I will be merciful ts their 

unrighteouſneſs, and their ſins aud their 
iniquities will F remember n0 10re : Oh 
for ever bleſied 1s this Covenant, there 
1sno fault in it; and that it is a bad 
nature indeed by which Imaginary 
Covenants are made, which hath a 
tendency of drawing peoples minds 
out from waiting to know this bleſſed 
Covenant in the mind and. heart : So 
to the ſober and wiſe in heart] write, 
that they may weigh theſe weighty 
things in a true ballance , and from 
thence give forth true judgment. 

And mind further the Authors 
words: This Covenant you are adviſed 
to make not only in heart, but in word, 
ot only in word, but in writing: Sure 
he thinks all's done ; but if that muſt 
be made or written in the heart, then, 
there will be no room for Gods Cove-: 
nant, for that doth not at all agrec: 
with that confuſed ſtuff; and what 
pity it is that any ſhould be deprived 
of Gods righteous Covenant, finze 
Gods love is univerſally tendered 
therein, and inviteth all unto it, that 


they 
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they may partake of its pure, holy na- 
rure to convert ſinners, and make wiſe 
ſimple and Ignorant people, who are 
ready to periſh for want of know- 
ledge; the which is communicated to 
them that fear God!, and wait to feel 


his bleſſed promiſe to extend his mercy. 
and goodneſs therein, to overcome : 


_ and give victory over that which is 
evil and corrupt : But further he ad- 
viſerhz To ſpread the writing beſore the 
Lord, as if you would preſent it to him 
as your at and deed: So here is an at 
and noa&t, ſometimes preſumed to be 


don2 and ratified, then again in 


_ doubtful terms ; as it you would do 
' ſo, ec. Andfaith the Author, when you 
have done this, ſet your hand to it. 
Arnſwer, fo you may ſtand to it be- 
loved, whilſt he that exhorts you 
runs away, Fox-like, creeping into 
his hole, ee. why 1s not his hand to 
it. Note further, Keep 7t, ſaith he, 


as a m:mvrial of the ſolemn tranſations 


' that have paſſed between God and you. 
An{wer, Since God here is made party 
conveinel; you that concern your 

ſelves 
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ſelves therein, had need know when 
and how. God appeared unto: you; 
ſure elſe (if you be not wilfully blind) 
| you Will ſee all that ſtuff to be meer 
Imaginations, if you cannot ſee them 


to be Deviliſh Inventions, the which 


indeed they are; Now take this laſt 
advice in theſe words: That you may 
have recourſe unto it in Doubts and 
Temptations; what think you now, 
either the Paper muſt bean Idol, or 
Chriſt? It is not Chriſt , therefore it 
muſt be an Idol, then the Author 
muſt be an Idolaterz let them that 
concern themſelves with it deny. it if 
they can : Hath not this a tendency of 
making void the love God through 
Chriſt Jeſus, who is ' the way to'God 
out of doubt, and through his power 
and wiſdom all doubts are reſolved ; 
who alſo is the ſucconrer of them that 
are tempted,and the deliverer of them 
who are guided by him out of tempta- 
tions; into his holy Name all are to be 
Baptized, Dipped, Plunged,that Sin and 
Iniquity may be brought under, and 


conſumed by Fire and his holy Spirit ; 


S which 
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which is the one true Baptiſm, through and 
by himwho is to increafe in all his Bleſſed 
Office as Prieſt to Miniſter according, to the 
neceſſities of all that come unto-him , a 
proper to open the Myſieries that are hi 
from the Wiſe and Prudent; a Biſhop. to 
overſee what is lacking in the Ghurch, 
Shepherd to lead his Flock in an out , and 
toFeed them in Green Paſtures of Life and 
Peace, a Phyſitian -to heal the Wounded, 
a Prince to give forth his Righteous Laws 
and Decrees in his Churrh 3 where his Righ- 
tcous, Holy Laws are written in the Heart, 
is to be read and ſpread before all , that all 
who are met in his holy: Name , may partake 
of his-Divine Nature, and fo become Her 
of his everlaſting Kingdom , which never 
ſhall have. end: Sb Blefſed are they who. be 
lieve in,God, and. do not make haſte , but 
wait patiently for the fulfilling of his' pro- 
mile z that you may be delivered and k 

from Worſhipping th t 
in good witl to al who havea defire to Truth 
is this given forth by. - 
The 27th dayofthe | 

8:h. Month 14673, ” 
Stephen Smile 


ce Inventions of men: Þ | 


eAn Anſwer to a Paper 
called, The Goſpels 


Glory. 
A Glory,or the Covenant of Grace 3 

aud Grace of the Covenant, 
Unfolded. | 

And for the better underſtanding of 
them who Impartially deſire to know 
the Truth as 1t1s in Jefas, 1s this brief 
Anſwer given. 

The Bleſſed Goſpel of Chriſt, glad 
Tydings of Chriſt, The - 
Power of God unto Salvation Rom, t. 
to every one that believeth; 16, 1). 
therein is the righteouſneſs of 
God revealed from Faith to Faith - 
This was preached unto Abrahax 
which was hundreds of years before 
Moſes, and therefore ſo long before 
S 2 his 


Paper Intituled , The Goſpel” 
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his Writings : And the ſam» blefled 
Goſpei they which are of 
Gal. 2.8. the ſame faith with bleſled 
Abraham, are bleſſed with 
him in the knowledge of; this 1s in- 
viſibly to be felt and ſeen, to expel 
the Clouds of darknefs and error, and 
to rent the vail thereof ;* and to break 
down the Partition wall which is 
made up through fin and iniquity; 
and thus to finiſh fin and put an end 
to tranſpreſſion, and to bring in ever- 
laſting rightcouſneſs; and herein is 
the righteouinels of the law fulfilled 
in them that believe, through the Go- 
(pel of Chriſt, he being the end of the 
law for righteouſneſs to them that be 
lieve : And in this inviſible glorious 
work 1n opening the underſtanding 
of them that believe, 1s the glory of 
the Goſpel manifeſtly ſhew 
2 Cor. 44 ed: But if our Goſpel be hid, 
| Shes it is hid to them that are bit: 
in whom the God of the World 


4 


hath blinded the minds of them. whict|he 
believe not, leaſt the light af the glorionſſho 


Coſpel of Chriſt, who is the Image "_ 
| ſhould 


T# 


the Covenant unfolded ; 


- (hows: What birth he 1s of, 
of - 


uli 


the cauſe why people have not the 
knowledge of the Goſpel which the 

Apoſtle was not aſhamed of, it being 
the power of God unto falvation, the 

wer of a Saviour, the wiſdom of 
a Saviour, Chriſt Jeſus the Heavenly 
man: In his bleitea ſpiritual ap- 
pearance for the refreſhing of every 


truly hungering and thirſting foul 
Galatians ſaith , the Goſpel 


which was preached of me is Gal.1.1:, 
nt after man; for I nei- 12. 

ther received ## of man, nei- 

ther was T taught it, but by the revela- 
tion of Jeſus C briſt 3 ſo that the blefled 
Goſpel 1s an inward glorious work, 

wrought by the Spirit and power of 
Chriſt Jeſus, the foundation of all the 
Prophets and Apoſtles; on which the 
true believers were and are built, to 
tie praiſe and honour of God for 


ever. 

And whereas he Gaith , the grace of 
therein he 
which 
s 3 might 
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ſhould ſhine unto them; fo unbelief 1s 


ifter his righteouſneſs - Paul to the' 


Wu 
io 
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might fitter be imployed in its Poetry, 
in making of Balads, then to be found 
ſo preſumptuous in affirming the grace 
of the Covenant unfolded in that dark 
(imaginary ſtuff in that Paper.) 


The grace of God being an invj- 


{ible appearance of Gods holy Spirit 
unto al} mankind, which is reftified to 
Paul and Titns ; For the grace of God 
that bringeth Salvation, hath appeared 
to all men, ( Teaching us, &c.) So het 
was and is the univerſal tove of God 
to all mankind ; not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all might knoy 
the Truth and be ſaved : So in that 
the grace of God appears unto all, the 


- renders of his love is therein ſhewed 
to all without reſpec of perſons - That 
in every Nation they that fear God 
and work righteouſneſs through tht 
bleſſed operation of the grace of hi 
holy Spirit, ſuch are accepted of hin; 
So than they are inthe way of a ble 
ſing, who believe in God, and wat 
in a full aſſurance ; And truſt in hin, 


for the knowledge of the infallibk 
teachings of grace, whereby way | 
: | miſt! 


_ 
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miniſtred unto a growth in grace, and 
in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Chriſt Jeſus: And thus far 
the Apoſtle did unfold the love of 
God, from what he had handled, felt 


| ſeen, of the mercies and riches of Gods 


great love toall mankind therein, be- 
ing atrue witneſs of the love of God 
through the grace of his holy Spirit ; 
by and in which the good of all was 
and is ſought, but indeed there be but 
few that doth regard it, though his 
hand of love be ſtretcht out all the 
day long : There be ſo many falſe 
Teachers, who by good Words and 
fair Speeches deceives poor ſimple 1g- 
norant people, through their great 
flouriſhing words about the grace of 
God ; out of the ſenſible feeling of its 
blefled vyertue and power in its in- 
falible Teachings and thereby bring- 
ing Salvation : And though this love 
of God hath appeared to all, all have 
not the knowledge thereof, as they 
had and have, who are true believers 
in God : As ſaid the Apoſtle to 77- 
ts, Teaching us, ſo true behevers 
S 4  Bap:+ 
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Baptized by one bleſſed Spirit into 
one body; and therein being re- 
ceived into Gods holy Covenant of 
race, cannot but cry out ; Oh the 
vertue of Chriſt Jeſus by whom comes 
grace and truth, which is of a healing 
nature, glad tydings indeed unto 
wounded: Souls, and none can be fur- 
ther truly (entible of the unfolding of 
this love of God,to the refreſhing and 
comforting of their immortal Souls, 
but by the feeling of its vertue and 
power, to quicken, revive and raiſe up 
out of ſin and iniquity the cauſe of 
death. | 2] 
And in his Poetry he ſaith ; Gods 
works preach not redemption from Fell, | 
the name of Chriſt there is not legible. 
Anſ. And in and by all Gods power- 
*ful and glorious works; both within 
man and without, is the bleſſed and 
powerful name of Chriſt to be read 
and underſtood : So its Gods works 
alone that preach redemp- 
2 Cor. 5.19. tion from the power of 
Hell and death, and there- 
inis Chrifts holy name legible: But 
| as 
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as it 1s written, that which is born of 
 fleſhis fleſh, and ſo a heap of fleſhly 
works are in that Paper, to the ſhame 
of the Author , in giving them that 
Title. ec. And as that which is born 
of fleſh is fleſh, ſo that which is born of 
the ſpirit is ſpirit; and theſe two births 
are contrary , for the birth of the 
fleſh, though it may (peak great (wel- 
ling words, and tell of the victory of 
Chriſt, and triumph in (welling words 
of his fame, as 1n that Paper; yet it 
being a worker of iniquity , it muſt 
have that Sentence , depart from me 3 
It can in no wile inherit the Kingdom 
of God, thouga it may glory and ſay, 
[ have preached and done many things, 
yet its product is but ſpiritual wick- 
ednels got in a high place, which the 
indignation of the Lord is againſt, fo 
it muſt be caſt out ; he that can re- 
ceive it let him. 

And thus much might be ſaid as to 
the words in that Paper ; but to all 
Impartial readers. this is ſufficient, to 
convince them that that Paper is none 
of the Goſpels glory, nor none of the 

Cove- ; 
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Covenant of grace, neither is the Co- 
venant of grace at all there unfolded? 
But it is a meer parcel of conceivings 
from the ſame imaginary ſpirit , that 
uſes to be Imployed about making of 
Ballads, 

And (o in true love to all unto 
whom this may come, IT counſel you 
to mind the fear of offending God, 
that you may be made ſenſible of the 
bleſſed appearance of the grace of 
Gods holy Spirit , that you may be 
received into the blefſed Covenant 
thereof, and therein be witneſs of its 
ſufficiency, in teaching what to deny, 
and what to do, this being the means 
ordained of God for the good of all, 
and all that becomes ſenſible of the 
infallible teachings of the . grace of 
God; ſuch will not wonder at Silent 
Meetings, as many do who are out 
of the ienſe of Gods love therein 
many ſuch grow deſpiſers, and won- 
der, and cannot believe the effectual 
works of the grace of Gods holy Spi- 
rit, though in the demonſtration and 
power thereof, they be declared and 

. | pub- 
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publiſhed from time to time: And I 
wiſh all to take heed of being exalted 
through vain glory in flefhly works, 
the which are attended with ſorrow 
and miſer y,and will bring all them that 
reſt there to the end, but in the Lord © 
is everlaſting glory. And mind the 
ſaying ofthe Apoſtle to the Fpheſiars 
But Ged who is rich in mercy for his 
great love mherewith he loved ns; even 
when we were dead in fins , hath he 
quickned us together with Chrift , by 
grace yea art ſaved; So mind the blefled 
teachings of the grace of God which 
1s pure, holy and perfect in every de- 
gree, and this the mark which all 
ſhould ſet before them as they expe&t 
to run well in their Heavenly race, 
and obtain the bleſſed peace of God 
to thetr Souls, which 1s the will of 
God; and in the knowledge thereof 
[ give this Teſtimony, who am what 
I am by Cods Grace, and therein a 
well wiſher to all who are truly ſeek- 
ing after the knowledge of Cod, in 
which love I reſt, 


The 11th. day of the | 
11th, Month, 1674, Stephen Smiths 
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A Teſtimony to the Tay 
of Truth and Life, 
with ſeaſonable Ex- 
hoxrtations thereunto. 


Hat which thath been of low 

l degree and little eſteem with 
mankind ; now 1s the Lord 

God exalting and will exalt and ſet 
over all ; the bleſſed Way, Truth and 
Life, Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, to 
' day, and for ever, the bleſſed way of 
the Lord opened unto the wiſe in 
heat, but ever was and 1s a miſtery 
{hut and hid from the wicked ; the 
Vultures eye hath not ſeen 1t, nor the 
unclean cannot enter into 1t ; but. a 
Fountain 1s opened ( praiſe to the 
Lord for ever) to waſh and to-cleanſe 
from (a and iniquity, and (© to fitt 


and prepare for the way of Truth and 
| - _ Life. 
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Life. Bleſſed are they who truſt in 
the Lord, and keep their minds ſtay- 
ed upon the blefled manifeſtation of 
his hight, and love and mercy unto 
them therein , with their eye ſingle 
unto the Lord, whoſe bleſſed ſprings 
of life and true refreſhment, will in 
the Lords time and ſeaſon rife in the 
hearts of ſuch, to the great confolati- 
on, and peace, and reſtoftheir Souls ; 
whom theSpirit of theLord will guide 
unto the knowledge and underſtan- 
ding the pure and unchangable Re- 
Iigion which comes from above, where 
the true Worſhip which Chriſt did 
and doth ſet up in the Spirit and | 
Truth, will be witneſſed: And this 
being poſſeſſed and enjoyed, all the 
falſe Religions and Worſhips which 
are out of the way of Truth and Life 
will be diſcovered ; and keepinglow 
in the ſilence of the earthly and ſen- 
' ſual wiſdom, wiſdom which is pure 
from” above will be manifeſt, and 
herein the works of the bleſſed day 
- of the Lord will be (cen, whois work-* 
1N2 a reformation 1n the Earth, 1n re- 
ſtoring 


284. A Teſtfmony to the 

ſtoring the bleſſed language of Truth, 
and ſetting up Truth, and Righteouſ- 
neſs, and Mercy, and Peace; and 
bringing a people to a pure language 
to ſpeak the Truth, from the guidings 
and leadings of the Spirit of Truth, 
which was Propheſied of 5 That the 
Lord would power out of his Spirit up- 
on all fleſh, Sons and Daughters : And 
the glory of the Lord ſhall be revea- 
led, and all fleſh ſhall ſee it together : 
Bleſfed are they who believe and 
truſt in the Lo , and patiently wait 
for the fulfilling of his promiſe, for the 
Lord will aſfuredly ſtam the plory- 
ing of all the fleſhly births ; and create 
and bring, forth a ſpiritual birth, unto 
which all his bleſſed promiſes are : 
And the Kingdoms of this World 
ſhall become the Lords and his Chriſts, - 
and he ſhall reign for ever; and he 
will exalt his everlaſting Kingdom, 
and of the increaſe of his Govern- 
ment there ſhall be no end: This 
poly Kingdom of the Son of his 
ove, .is in righteouſnels, peace and 
joy in his ho)y Spirit z whoſe Taber- 
nacle 
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nacle is with men, and the Ark and 
the Teſtimony, and the Mercy Seat 
over all his works , where he dath 
commune with them ; he takes plea- 
fure in and makes known his good 
will and pleaſure unto mankind, who 
receiving freely, communicates free- 
ly the good will and pleaſure of the 
Lord; here is the Wine and Milk 
without Money or Price: And the 
Spirit ſaith come, and the Bride ſaith 
come, and he that heareth ſaith come, 
and he that will come let him come, 
and take of the water of life freely 
for a fountain is open where life. ma- 
nifeſts it ſelf freely; and the ſtreams 
of Babyloz are drying up, where the 
Whore with her guilded Cup of Sor- 
ceries and Witchcraft hath ſat ; a 
Cup of Wormwood and Gaul is fil- 
ling to her , and a Bed of Torment 
will be the portion of her Merchants, 
and all that receive her mark, and 
wear it. on their forehead, or in the 
hand : So bleſſed are they who. do 
eſcape out of Babylon, and ſet their 
faces towards £7or the holy City, 

where 
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where the ſubſtance is injoyed, and 
that which was figured and eypified 
in the Law and Covenant given forth 


in Mount 7-47, in the Goſpel-in 


Mount i792 1s poſſeſſed the blefled 
Law and Covenant, in the Miad and 
in the Heart, Chriſt in us the hope of 
Glory , the Subſtance ; and herein 

that which the Lord hath ordained 
for peace is witn= fled, and in and by 


this great Ordinance are all Ordi- 


nances neceſſary to Salvation clear] 
underſtood': So bleſſed are they. who 
ceaſe from their own'vain labour and 
works, and believe and wait upon 
_ the Lord to partake of his glorious 
works, to expel the clouds of dark- 
neſs, and to command his 'Light to 
ſhine ont of it in the heart'to give 
the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God , in the face of Jeſus 
Chriſt; here's the pure powerful foun- 
dition which God hath laid for all 
mankind to believe in and build up- 
on, aud all that Jabour in darkneſs to 
comprehend what'the Light1s, its all 
vain lavour'z though Light doth 
ſhine 
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ſhine-in: darkneſs ; yet darkneſs can- 
not comprehend it; and Chriſt knew 
what he ſaid, when heſaid, I 2» the- 
Light ofthe World, though the World 
through malice, envy and prejudice 
are ſo corrupted and darkened , that 
he ts become unto them a ſtumbling 
ſtone and a rock of offence , yet he 1s 
the Light of the World, and doth 
light the Candle of the wicked : bur 
when the: wicked are. lighted; and 
their wickednels..njanifelt , they of- 
ten hate .Light that makes manifeſt 
their - wickedneſs, and puts out the 
Candle, .and ſo' adds fin to fin in get- 
ting covers to: hide their tranſgreſſi- 
on: And to ſuch the hands of the 
Lord is ſtretched out'in the love and 
mercy to them, but all; gain-ſayers of 
it do turn into vanity: calling good 
evil, and evil good, light daxkneſs,and 
darkneſs they call light ,. and - herem 
they reje& love and-mercy, and im- 
brace hatred, and, lay. other founda- 
tions which the Lord hath not laid; 
and io labour in vain, and build in 
yain, which are al] for the fire, and 
T muſt 
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muſt be deſtroyed, the mouth-of the: 
Lord hath ſpoken it. Oh that peo- 
ple would conſider and be wiſe, and 
not go on to provoke the Lord to 
ſhut them out mto utter darkneſs 3; fot 
out of darkneſs people are invited to 
turn to the Light , and from .Satans 
powerutito God, that they may have 
a ſenſe and knowledge of his love and 
mercy, who gives remiſfion of ſins to 
them who truly and unfeignedly re» 
pent of them, and forfake them, ap+ 
proving themſelves before him in ſo 
doing, and imbraceth that love and 
mercy and good will therein, and fo 
watching and walking in his light 
there will be more light and under» 
ſtanding given of his way, truth and 
life, the which he is making known 


in the Earth and his Salvation among 


his people. | 

Therefore be admoniſhed not to 
provoke him, and harden your hearts 
againſt his reproofs, for in ſo doing you 
will be more and more confounded, 
and\your bonds of corruption in dark- 


neſs will be made ſtronger, and when 
his 
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his good Spirithath done ftrivitig, and 
the light and councd thereof be taken 
from you, then! will you be left in 
utter darknefs where is weeping and. 
gnaſhing of Teeth : For of a Truth 
the Lord is riſen in great power to 
break down all the pleafant pictures 
and hikenefſes which mankind in their 
corrupt wills and affeRtion have made 
of Religions and Worſhips, and 
throngh their dark immaginary works 
therein, they have oppoſed the Lords 
making known the true Religion and 
the true Worſhip which Chriſt did 
and doth fet up in his Spirit of Truth, 
andis ſtanding and retnains firm and 
unchanpeable. 

And therefore in the bowels of 
lbve I admoniſh all you Who are not 
come to a true ſenſe and experience 
of the Lords good will and pleaſure 
in making known his way, Truth and 
Life , but are in ſome tenderneſs in 

anting after the Lord for the know- 
ge of his good will and pleaſure 
therein : I deſire you to be perſwas- 
ded to conſider whether you have bes 
T 2 lieved | 
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leved in-the Light that: comes from! 
him, and leads.'to him ; and if you: 
were true! believers in God .and-1n his 
Chriſt, then you cannat deny the ma-« 
nifeſtation of love and light that 
comes from him ; for what is known 
of God 1s manifelt in us, he ſhews it 
unto: Oh itsa good ching to wait up- 
en the Lord in Truth, with a fingle 
eye, unto him who' ſits with light and 


underſtanding of his bleſſed way, 


Truth and Life, Chriſt _ that was be- 
fore Abraham, and was in the body 
which was prepared for him to do 
the will of his Father ; in which he 
fuffered without the Gates of Jern- 
falem by wicked hands, and role a- 
gain” and ſhewed 'himſelf unto many 
hundreds of witneſtes, and hath many 
thouſand witneſles this day of his ſut+ 
ferings and reſurreqion; who ts the 
fame yeſterday, to day, and forever; 
2 miltery which is hid from the 
worldly wiſe and prudent, who live 
in an exaltation above the pure, holy 
manifeſtation of the Light of Gods 


holy Spirit 3 and ſo negleCting the 
| one 
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one thing neceſfary,-, do live in. the 
many - things where offence ro' the 
juſt is given dayly, and the moyings 
of Gods good Spirit 1s grieved and 
quenched ; ang then comparing them- 


(elves with themſelves, and meaſur- 


ing theniſelves by themſelves, they 
are not wiſe in heart 3, ahd therefore 
are they (hut out from the knowledge 
of the way of Truth and Life. 
Therefore I do perſiwade all to wait 
low at wiſdoms gate for the opening 
thereof, that your hearts' may be ſea- 
ſoned with grace; and then- that: 
which hath been of low degree, as to 
the eſteem mankind hath had of it, 
by the favour of Gods grace, it will 
be beloved and eſteemed, and exa]- 
ted ; and thoſe dark immaginary works 
which hath been Jets and hindrances 
of the knowledge of the Truth, Way, 
and Life 3 they will be hated and dil- 
eſteemed : And things wilk be putin_ 
order by the true wiſdom, to the 
praiſe and honour of God, and to che 
great peace and comfort of all the 
truly humble in heart: And tous in 
"8" 2s a ter 
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a few plain words is this Teſtimony 
of Truth given forth for the Informa. 
tion of the truly breathing and thizſt, 
ing Souls after the Way, Truth and 
Life, and the righteouſnefs therein: 
The which the Lord God Almighty 
exalt more and more unto the break- 
ing forth of the day of his perfeCt love 
unto all them that ſeek him in Truth, | 
and with an upright heatt. | 


The 27th, day of 
the 9th, Month, 
167 5- 


Stephen Smith 
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CHRIST 
Which 1s the 
LIGHT of MEN, 

| Exalted above the 
WORKS of DARKNESS. 


Being an Anſwer to a 
BOOK ; Inticuled, The Fun- 
damental Error of the Quakers 

| Detefed. 


By an Author wha hath con- 
cealed his Name. 


Herein is proved, That wen may 
ot become Chriſtians by following 
the. Light within. 


——_— cc. 


SH 


Rom. I. 18, 19. For the wrath of God is re« 
vealed from Heaven againſt all ungodlineſs 
and unrighteouſneſs of men, wha bold the 
Truth in unrighteouſneſs : Becauſe 1hat 
which may be known of God is manifett in 
them, for God bath ſhewed it umo them. 


—_—_— 
——— 


Printed in the Year, 1678, 
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4s "WII fo 4 Book Iituled, 
The Foundamenral Error of 
the Quakers detetted 3 Or, 
Thar men do not frm 
Chriſtians by tollowidg che 
Light within , without Ouc- 
ward Teaching, Oc. 


TP are the works of the 
E power of Darkneſs; to render 
the Light of Chriſt Jeſus of 
it (elf inſufficient to lead into: Chri- 
ſtianity 3 wherem the Author of the 
Book hath ſufficiently manifeſted his 
folly, in undertaking to detect thar 
for Error , which is a fundamental 
Truth. t 
 Indecd he hath made a bold at- 
tempt m kis dark comprehenſion, 
| Mm going about to limit the leading 
of the "Om of Chriſt Jeſus, which 
[2-ws 
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ſhews plainly that he is not acquain- 
ted with the way thereof; and in 
adventuring to ſpeak and to affirm 
things ſo confidently, that he hath 
no knowledge of; this beſpeaks him 
to be a raſh inconſiderate man : But 
leaſt we ſhould know him , (like a 
Coward ) he hath concealed his 
Name. And in our reaſonable and 
faithful confidence in Chriſt, the Way, 
Truth and Life, we cannot give ſuch 
dark ignorant works better enter- 
tainment then they deſerve; and by 
giving of them their due entertain- 
ment according to Truth , we have 
caule to believe the endeavors of ſuch 
dark immaginary Spirits will. grow 
weaker and weaker, and the turn- 
ing of things upſide down (as the Au- 
thor of that Book and his Generati- 
_ onhath done) will prove a miſerable 
hard travel and labour, that will end 
1n great ſorrow and trouble. 

But to come to the buſineſs 1n as 
brief manner as may be , that I may 
not be tedious to the nnprejudiced 
Reader: This ſhort anſweris recom- 
| | mended 
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mended , ſhewing the drift of that 
dark Spirit 5 by anſwering only ſome 
parviculars: Such manner of work as 
this having been often anſwered by 
many worthy Servants of the Lord, 
the which are faithful witneſles a- 
gainſt all ſuch dark works. 

By the way let it be remembred. 
I. That we.truly own the holy Scrip- 
tures, and all true and effequal out- 
ward Teaching in their place, as pro- 
ceeding from the holy Spirit. 2. That 
by the affiſtance of the ſame Spirit 
only, the Scriptures, ef-c. are. truly 
to be underſtood and be made profi- 
table. 3. This Spirit works imme- 
diatly in the underſtanding , where 
ever outward. means becomes ef- 
fetul. 4. Divine Light and Inſpira- 


-tion being all ſufficient to teach imme- 


diatly, it is not to be limited to out- 
ward means. | 
_ Firſt, to prove the ſufficiency of 


the Light of Chriſt Jeſus to lead into 
true-Chriſtianity, either without out- 


ward teaching, or by it : The Lord 
God of -Heaven and Earth be his glo- | 


rious 
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rious and powerful outgoings in the' 
Light, being not to þe limited ; take 
two or three inſtafices out of the Pro- 
phets concerning this bleſſed feader, 
the Light of Chriſt within, Pſa). 97. 
11. Light is ſown ſor the is, mo] and 
Ledneſs for the upright 7# heart ; and 
Tad d David, rejoyce iz the L ord yerigh- 
lens, and give thanks at the rerens- 
| brance of his holineſs : "The which 
many thouſands dq this day, (by the 
ſpringing up of this ever bleſſed Light 
within) even where outward Teach- 
ing is not; and by the effeQual wark- 

ing 1n its powerful operation in {pr 
ing up out of darkneſfs', . many, who 
had the name of that they were nor, 
were both ccnvinced .and converted 
and led into true Chtiltianity 2 And 
Iſaiah propheſyi ing the coming” of 
Cariſts kingdom, faith 7/2 2: $. O 
'  bonſe of Jacab, come and kt us walk 
in the light of the ffs ord ; and ip*the 
55 chap. 4 v. Behold IT have given his 
for @ witneſs to the people, a Rades an1 
commander to the people : And of this 
Covenant, this light ' promifed'to''- 
lighten 
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lighten the Gentiles: 7ohn the great- 
e{t Prophet that was born of a woman; 
God ſent to be a witneſs that all 
through him might believe, and this 
Teſtimony of the true light that Iigh- 
teneth every man that comes into the 
World, he.had from God who fent 
Him, and not man's Teaching : And 
Paul ſaith, Gal. 1. 12. ſpeaking of 
the Goſpel : For I neither received it 
of man, neither was 1 taught it 5 but 
by the Revelation of Jeſus. Chriſt : So 
here men were made Chriſtians b 
Chriſt the Light of the World, with- 
out outward Teaching, arid this over- 
throws the affirmation of the Author 
of that Book, who ſaith, That men 
do not becomeC hriſtians by following the 
I ight within, without outward Teach- 
#g - Bur the Author may know 
that theſe men true Chriſtians; and 
men. But I do afhrm that there was 
never a true Chriſtian made by mens 
Teaching, without the leading and 
guiding of the Light of Chriſts Spirit 
within z and that 1s by the leading of 
Chriſt within, that people are made 

true 
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true Chriſtians, and the gainſaying of 
the Truth is the cauſe there are (6 
many falſe Chriſtians now adays, by 
reaſon of ſuch natural men as the 
Author of that Book manifeſts him- 
ſelf to be,being ignorant of the Light, 
not knowing the way thereof ; nei- 
ther doth he know the fundamental 
principle of the people called Qua+ 
kers, the which is a manifeſt token of 
the groſs darkneſs that he is under, 
' In that he preſumes to call that error 
which he is aſtranger to: But neither 
henor any elfe hath yet proved our 
oppoſing the leading and guiding of 
the Light of Chriſt within, to its 
leadings and guidings in Teachin 
without : But we do oppole its bleſle: 
Leading within and Teaching with- 
out, to ſuch dark unchriſtian-like Spi-” 
rits that doth not know the way 
thereof; who in ſuch like dark works 
in a high degree of pride and arroe- 
gancy, are going about to limit and 
ſet bounds to the works of the Lord 
God Alniighty, 


So 
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Jo that which he calls a fundamen- 
tal Error, is a fundamental Truth ; 
that it is poſſible with God this day 
and time, as well as in days paſt, to 
lead by the Son of his love into true 
Chriſtianity ( with (or without) out- 
ward Teachiug) of which Truth the. 
Lord God hath raiſed abundance of 
living witneſles this day , and by his 
arm and power he is raiſing up more 
dayly, who are built upon the ſame 
foundation that the Prophets , Apo- 
ſtles and the Primitive Chriſtians 
were built upon, againſt which work 
and foundation the gates of Hell can- 


not prevaal. 


This Covenant , this Light , this 
Witneſs, this bleſſed Leader, ( Gods 
love, Gods-gift to the people} all 
mind that it did not only inſpire im- 
medijatly the Apoſtles, but alſo the 


. people 3 by which Inſpiration people 


come to underſtand when they have 
done evil, even when none without 
can accuſe them 3 by this love wick- 
ed people are made (enfible of their 
wickednels, though indeed, as it is 

written 
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written, the Candle of the wicked is 


oftez: put ont 5 yet many times they 
are overcome with the Light and 
Love of God therein , that thereby 
rhey forſake their evil (and turn from 
their wickedneſs;) and by yielding 
their - members (ervants- unto - this 
righteous appearance of the grace 
of God, and by obeying the infal- 
lible teachirig thereof, many have 
been converted into the true Chri- 
ſtians faith 3 anJ by the Truth (andi- 
fied, and then juſtified through their 
obedience to the Heavenly gift of 
God are made true- and living Chrt- 
ſtians, abiding the Baptiſm of Chriſt; 


who Baptizeth with Fire and the Ho- 


Iy Ghoſt ; and therein are confirmed 
and ſettled under the ſhadow of his 
wing, whoſe fruit is very precious 
and pleaſant: And it is by this Light 
that the voice of the true Shepherd 
comes to be known from the falſe 
Shepherd ; thus by grubbing up the 
root of the tree , the branches muſt 
riceds fall with it; 


Pa ge 
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Page 4. He proceeds thus, 2iz. ou 
know it was ſaid by our bleſſed Saviour, 
that ſtrait is the gate and narrow is the 
way that leadeth unto life, and few there 
be that find it: And I little doubt but 
that an appearance at firſt of a greater 
ſtriFneſs and narrowneſs in your way, 
then in theirs that differs from you; was 
a temptation to ſome injudicions Ser=. 
ſons, &C. | 
Amnſiver, If we were not in the ſame 
{trait and narrow way that Chriſt did 
ſpeak of, where we are partakers of 
Gods great love in that reſt and peace 
which he hath prepared for them that 
believe, fear ad love him, 1t were an 
ealte matter to go back again into the 
broad way; there be opportunities 
enough given beſides this great one 
given by this Author of that Book in 
his groſs abominable Inſinuations: But 
ſuch is the manner of ſuch dark Spirits, 
to pretend great love to the Souls of 
others, and are not in a capacity to pity 
and love their own. = 
But he ſaith, That might bave been 
eſcaped had we I that the ſtrid- 


neſs 
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neſs and narrowneſs, conſiſting in out- 
ward auſierities and incivilities, &c, 
Anſwer, whither may a rambler go 
when he is turned into the way of miſ- 
chief, and purſues his journey with- 
out care of what will be the end of it? 
But I percetve this is his great trouble 
as it was Hamans, Mordicai would not 
bow to him 5 we not going out of the 
faith of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt into the 
reſpect of perſons, but faithfully keep- 
ing his commands, and abiding in his 
DoG&rine; the which is true whatſo- 
ever he wickedly ſuggeſts to the con- 
trary: Thishe accounts Incivilities and 
a piece of Superſtition of our own de- 
viling ; and that ſeveral orders among 
. the Papiſts have been built upon the 
ſame bottom 3; (but mind) all this while 
his name 1s concealed, ſhewing that he 
1s not willing others ſhould know what 
bottom he 1s built upon 3 but who that 
are wile can expect any better fruit 
of ſuch a corrupt tree that grows up- 
on the root of Immaginations ? he hath 
nothing elſe for his bottom of all that 
he hath ſaid. 

And 
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And he goes on in page 6, 7. 1n theſe 
words: Je have taken liberty to walk 
loofly and caſt off this yoak, and that is 
in not governing your ſpirits , paſſions 
and tongues according to the Laws of his 
Kingdom, &c. And this he infers from 
ſome words he hath taken out of Fd- 
ward Purroughs's Book, as thou curſed, 
thou beaſt to whom the Flagues of God 
are due, a reprobate, a Child of dark- 
neſs thou art thou diſobedient one, &Cc. 

Anſwer, By this1t is manifeſt, that 
if that Author had been in the falſe 
Prophets dayes, he would have been 
as much offended with the true Pro- 
phets for calling the falſe Prophets 


greedy dogs, and dumb dogs, and many 


ſuch like words 3 and as David ſaid 
Pal. 49. 12. Man being in honour abi- 
deth not, he is like the beaſts that periſh 3 
or if he had beenin that day of Chriſt, 
who indeed was very humble and 
meek , but in his reproofs of Hypo- 
crifie he was very ſharp, as appears 1 
theſe words, Wo to you Hypocrites, 
lixening them to whited Walls, pain- 
ted Sepulchresz and he ſaid to them 

V 2 who 
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who ſuppoſed themſelves to be the 
Children of Abraham, and that they 
had one Father, even God ; But Chriſt 
ſaid unto them, ye are of your Father the 
Devil: And he faid unto the Scribes 
and Phariſees, ye Serpents , ye genera- 
tion of Vipers , how can ye eſcape the 
damnation of Fell? And the Apoltle 
Paul (aith, whatſoever he be that preach- 
eth any other Goſpel then that which we 
have preached untoyou, let him be ac+ 
carſed Here 1s but a hint of much that 
might be ſaid, what the Language of 
the Spirit of Truth was in thoſe days 
againſt thoſe dark oppoſite Spirits to 
the way of Truth; and there is no 
queſtion but Fdward Borronghs knew 
what Spirit of oppoſition he had to en:- 
counter with , that by the Light of 
Chriſt Feſus he knew what was -the 
portion of that Spirit : But let the Aur 
thor of that Book, or any for him, 
prove if they can, that ever Edward 
Borroughs did do any wrong either to 
Man, Woman or Child. 

And he ſaith, (ſpeaking of Chrift,) 
he hath ftriely injoyned his followers to 
be 
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be humble and lowly in heart, to eſteene 
others better then themſelves, to Jens 
of no man, &c, and not to judge, 
Anſwer, But all this while this x man 
that doth thus preſcribe from what 1s 
written, what others ſhould do, he 
himſelf doth not ſo; it appears by 
concealing of his name, he 1s not wil- 
ling to. be known; But ſure when 
he bethinks himſelf, he cannot ſuppoſe 
that the ſpirit of Truth doth lead its 
followers to eſteem Hypocrites, and 
thoſe that oppoſe the way thereof ( a- 
bove them that are led and guided by 


It. 


And ſire the Author by diſeſteem- 
ing of the Light of Chriſt, that ligh- 
teeth every man that comes into the 
World , rendering i it a natural ' Light, 
25 he hath done in many places, is be- 
come very blind indeed ; if he thinks 
the Spirit of Truth did forbid the 
judgment of Truth : by theſe words 
of Chriſt Mat. 7. Judge not, that ye be not 
judged , this he ſpoke to Hypocrites 
that went about to pull out a mote out 


of others eyes, and the beam remained 
V 3 in 
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in their own ; ſaying, Thou Hypocrite, 
firſt caſt out the beam out of thine own 
eze, and then ſhalt thou ſee clearly to caſt 
out the mote ont of thy Brothers eye: 
But ſuch groſs darkneſs hath happened 
to many that do not believe in the 
Light, and not knowing the way. of 
the Spirit of Truth z yet for (iniſter 
ends in great preſumption , undertakes 
to corre&t them who are born of the 
ſame, and are in meaſure acquainted 
with the way thereof; as that dear and 
faithful Servant of the Lord Edward 
Burroughs was, as may be ſeen by hi 
works, which ſtand a witneſs againſt 
deceitful flattering Tongues : But this 
is the old way of the enemy and ad- 
verſary of the peace and happineſs of 
Souls, to-cover his. hatred and malice 
with (mooth flattery in words : As faith 
David in another caſe, Pſal. 55. 21.The 
words of his month were ſmoother then 
Butter, but war was in his heart 3. his 
words were ſofter then Oyl , yet were they 

as drawn Swords. | 
But to ſpeak the Truth, by the lead- 
ing and guiding of the Spirit of Truth, 
as 
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as the Prophets, Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
did ; though in very ſharp reproofs to 
gainſayers,!s not againſt true humility, 
nor a ſpeaking evil of any man. 

In Page. 11; The Author faith , Nez- 
ther you are not guilty of rejeFing Gods 
way and method of converting men to, 
and keeping them in the way of ſaving 
Faith, Repentance and Evangelical obe- 
dience 5 and of inventing and chufin 
one of your own, &c, Which method he 
inſtances out of two Authors, F-{vard 
Burrouehs's Book, and one of I ;/iant 
Pens. | 

- The which is as followeth word for 
word. 

In the works of Edward Burrongh, 
who you are pleaſed to ſtile that true 
Prophet in the Title page, which are 
publiſhed by you 3 there are theſe ſay- 
ings: In page 252, thus, His pure Spirit 
is put into the inward parts, to be the 
rule and guide of life in all things :-+And 
again, Only by the teaching of the eter- 
xal Spirit, is the living God known in 
the Creature. Again page. 408. It is 
promiſed (faith he) that the Spirit ſhall 
2 "4 lead 
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lesd into all Truth, aud ſuch do own the 
Scriptures, but not as their Teacher 
for the anointing dwells in them , and 
they need no mar. toteach them , but as 
that anointing teacheth all things : for all 
the Children of God are taught of God, 
and need not any other Teacher, - nor need 
to ſay one to another, know the Lord 5 and 
all ſuch own the Scriptures to be the Teſti- 
1ony of that which they believe and have 
received « And again in page 934. The 
only perfect rule of Conſcience in the ex- 
erciſe to God is the Spirit of Chriſt, and 
210t any other thing: And becauſe ſome- 
thing. beſides the Spirit of God exerciſes 
the Conſcience; therefore it is that there 
are fo many wayes and Sets of Religion 
and hinds of Worſhip in Chriſtendom and 
among Chriſtians, while the Spirit of 
* Chriſt only is not the rule of Judgment 
aud exerciſe of Conſcience to God and 
714an: Again page 861. The judgment 
in that matter ( Herefie ) muſt be juſt, 
equal, holy, and (only) by the Spirit of 
Chriſt which is infallible, and gives in- 
fallibility of Judgement and diſcerning 
znto all caſes and things, a 
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Mr. Pex ſpends the fourth Chapter 
of nis late Book 3 Intituled , Reaſorr 
again$t Railing, to prove that the Light 
within, and not the Scriptures is the 
rule of Faith and praCtice, In page. 47, 
he ſaith , We dare boldly affirm in the 
name of the Lord that the great reaſon of 
our belief concerning them,the Scriptures is 
not any outward thing 5 but inward Teſti- 
mony recorded, and Heavenly Amen that 
we have received from the holy Light 
within us, to the Trath and faithfulneſs 
of thoſe ſayings. Again Þ.' 48. Where- 
fore the Scriptures are ſo far from being 
the great rule of faith and praFicez that 
the Light of Chriſt within ns, is both our 
warrant and rule for faith and obedience 
tothem. Again page 114« Let it be re- 
membred, faith he, that Chriſt promiſed 
to ſend the ſpirit of Truth to lead into all 
Truth; as much as to ſay, none are led 
into the Truth, nor in the Truth, but by 
the holy Spirit of Truth; or that their 
pratice is a lye, or they are led into 4 
lye, who are not led by the Spirit of Truth, 
that alone leads into all the ways of Truths 
where by Truth is not meant the meer 
| Leiter 
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Letter of the Scripture, which notwith- 
ſtanding is true : But the —_ power- 
fl Truth, Chriſt the Way, the Truth and 
the Life ; of which #he Scripture is but a 
record or declaration. And page 115. 
Many may run into the prafice of ſeveral 
outward things mentioned in the Scrip- 
zures, to have been the praFice of Saints 
in former Ages, and yet not be led into 
the Truth ; for all that is but Will-wor- 
ſhip, imitation and unwarrantable. 
Now let all the wiſe. in heart, who 
do retain fo much of ſenſe of the Spi- 
rit of Truths leading and operation. 
thercof in them, as that thereby they 
are 1n (ome degree 1n a capacity to 
. judge of ſpiritual matters, and that 
have a deſire that God may not take 
away his holy Spirit from them : I ſay, 
let all ſuch in the coole of the day, 
when all je] Intereſt 1s laid aſide, judge 
whether theſe men, Edward Burroughs 
and //il/ianzz Pen , and all them who 
are of the fame Faith and Judgment 
with them, do deſerve ſuch ſtrange 
contradicton as the Author of that 
Book hath raiſed and made agamnft 
them. To 
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To be ſure their method ( as he 
calls it) isclearly agreeing with Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles : Chriſt Jeſus the Light 
of the World, the Way , Truth and 
Life, did dire his followers to take 
heed to the Spirit of Truth that re- 
proveth the World of fin, ec. and he 
counſelled them to take that for their 
guide into all Truth : And ought not 
all Chriſtians to be followers of Chriſt 
their Lord and Maſter z and how 1s it 
poſlible that any ſhould tollow Chriſt, 
except they be led by the Spirit of 
Truth in themſelves ? And he that ſteals 
away- their minds from that guide, 
he 18a Thief; and as Chriſt ſaid, 7Zhe 
Thief comes to ſteal, to Murder and to 
deitroy; but I am come that you may 
have Life , and that you may have it 
more abundantly. 

And the Apoſtle Payl is very open 
and plain in his Teſtimony concerning 
this matter, in theſe words , The things 
of God knows no man, but the Spirit of 
God ; by this the deep things of God 
are ſearched out ; And are there not 
many deep things of God contained in 

Scrip- 
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Scriptures 2 The which is not poſlible 
to be underſtood and ſearcht out by 
_ any other Spirit , but only and alone 
by the Spirit of Truth ; therefore this 
muſt needs be a ſufficient teacher of 
mankind without the Scripture, as it 
was to Abel, Enoch,and to Abraham,and 
the holy men of God long before there 
was any of the old or new Teſtament 
written. 


And it was the great love of God 


1n the moving of his holy Spirit in thoſe 
faithful Servants, by . whom ' thoſe 
weighty things as are recorded in the 
Scriptures of Truth were given forth : 
And it 1s the great love of God in the 
moving of his holy Spirit inits leadings 
and teaching of his people, through 
which the many Types, Figures, Pro- 
pheſtes, and many hard ſayings comes 
to be underſtood, and a clear diſtin- 
guiſhing comes to be known' between 
the Jew outward and the Jew inward, 
between the Law outwara and the Law 
of the Spirit of Truth inward, and be- 
tween the ſhadow of good things, and 
the good things themſelves; and: alſo 

between 
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between the Spirit and the Letter, the 
Power and the Form, exc. 

And for want of fearing God, and 
taking heed to the motions of his 
bleſled Spirit of Truth ; that is the 
cauſe there are ſo many heaps of Opi- 
nions about the Scripture; therefore 
it is that all learned men in the Spirit of 
Truth doo highly eſteem the teachings 
thereof, as abſolutely neceflary to 
life and peace: And all whoſe minds 
are converted by the Spirit of Truth, 
and are ſpiritually exerciſed therein, 
and feeling the life and peace that flows 
from it unto their Souls; this confirms 
them, ſettles them, and makes them un- 
moveable and unchangeable in their 
Faith in the power of the Lord, who 
hath been thus merciful in opening this 
fountain of life and love , where a 
waſhing and cleanſing comes to be wit- 
nefled, and entrance miniſtered into 
the kingdom of God, and of this day 
that 1s breaking forth and ſhining 
clearer and clearer : Fdward Burronehs 
that man of Gad, was a faithful Inſtru- 
ment in the hand of the Lord, and his 

works 
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works do demonſtrate the ſame to 
thraſh and cut down hypocrifie and 
gainſayers of the Truth and faithfulneſs 
of God unto mankind : And in the ſuc- 
ceſſion of this bleſſed work and ſervice 
in the everlaſting and unchangeable 
Truth, the Lord hath raiſed up //;/lian 
Per with a Teſtimony: And in his 
continuance therein unto the end of 
his days he will recerve the ſame Crown 
of .Immorta] Life 3 and their Teſtt- 
- monies which the Author calls their 
method taken out of their Books 1s 
faithful and true, and doth and will ap- 
pear ſo to all that are in the leaſt lear- 
ned by the Spirit of Truth. 

But in contradiction of thoſe faith- 
ful and true Teſtimonies of Edward 
Burrongh's and William Pen's, the Au- 
thor of that Book undertakes to pre- 
ſcribe a method and way, the which he 
calls Gods method and way ; this be- 
ing a long ramble too tedious to tran- 
ſ(cribe, I ſhall draw up the ſcope and 
tendency thereof. | 

That (Page 15.) after Chriſts aſcenſi- 
on into Heaven, he ſent the holy Spirit 


pon 
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»pors bis Apoſtles, and immediatly in- 
' ſpired them with a clear knowledge and 
anderftanding ofit.CAnd again page 24.) 
Althongh the firſt promulgator of the Go- 
ſpel were enabled by immediate Revelation 
from Chriſt to teach it unto others 5 yet 
afterward Gods ordinary way and method 
of tranſmitting the knowledge and faith 
of the Goſpel downwards to hers ſuce 
ceſſrvely, was by ſuch mens teaching it to 
others, as had themſelves learned it of the 
Apoſtles, or others that taught the ſame 
Dodrine as they did. (Again page 28.) 
And there is great reaſon why the ſame re- 
gard ſhould be given to what the Apo- 
ſtles and Evangeliſts wrote, as to what 
they ſpoke 3 as long as they either wrote 
the ſame DoFrine, or Hiſtory upox: 
the ſame evidence ; for the DoFGrine is 
the ſame after it is written as it was be- 
fore, for its being written doth not alter 
the nature of it : And therefore men muſt 
needs be as much concerned in their belief, 
. or disbelief, obedience or diſobedience to 
it, when it is communicated to them by 
writing, as when it is ſo by preaching 3 


(yea I had almoit ſaid, or by immediate 


C- 
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Revelation.) (And a 
ſhall conclude what 1 have ſaid in this 
propoſition, to ſhew that the ſame regard is 


due tothe Nodrine of the Apoitles, when 


written , ( as nowitis) as when it was 


preached by them, by remembring you of 


this great Truth, that every man ſhall be 


tryed or judged at the laſt day, by the 


Law he hath been under. The Gentiles 
that xre or have been without a written 
Law, ſhall be judged without any ſuch 
Law, and the Jews which are under a 
written Law, they ſhall be judged by it, 
Rom. 2. 12, Ever ſo thoſe that are un- 
der the Goſpel written will be judged by 
that, &c. 

Thus then TI take the ſubſtance of 
his method to be, that the Apoſtles 


were immediatly Inſpired and from im- 


mediate Revelation 3 the New Teſta- 
ment was written, and ſince that imme- 
mediate Revelation and-Inſpiration of 


the Spirit hath ceaſed; and thoſe. 


writings now are become the rule of 
faith and prattice: And that this Go- 
ſpel written,as he calls 1t, hath been ſuc- 


ccſlively tranſmitted to others as they 
have 


gain page 33-) 7 


a. ©. ae dr 
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have leatnt it ; and' that this written 
Goſpel (as he calls it) muft be the rake 
and judpe in all matters of faith and 
praftice , without inimediate Teach- 
ing or Inſpiration, 
This then being the method of the 
Author of that Book , to exclude im- 
mediate Revelation, and ſer up Tradi- 
tion in the room. 

But chis he hath manifeſted by his 
writing, that he is not in the ]Jme of 
ſucceffion in the holy Spirit of Truth 
and righteouſneſs; if he had been 
there, he would never haye oppoſed 
the Truth of what was ſpoken by 
William Pex arid Edward Burroughs * 
But who can expe any better fruit 
from & Plant that hath fo little ſap 
and life from the root , and ſpring 
of Light, Truth and Holineſs to nou- 
riſh it. 
| Page 41. (hefaith,) That Chriſt doth 
inlighter all whone he doth inlighten in 
one or 120re of theſe three wayes. 1. Either 
by Natural Light. Or 2. by Superna- 
tural Revelation. Or 3. by entward 


ſpeech, or writing, or example , Vc. 
"YT X Would 


320 The Life of Thaiſt Exalted 


Would not all that are in_ their wits 
judge that this Author of the Book had 
better to have been quiet then. (o pre- 
ſumptuouſly in his high flown, proud, 
arrogant Spirit : $0 poſitively to con- | 
demn the ſufficiency of the Lights lead. 
ing within into Chriſtianity z with- 
out outward Teaching : Since he is at 
ſuch a loſs, not knowing what Light it 
.is that Chriſt doth inlighten people 
with. But inpage 43. there he faith, 
That though Chriſt do inlighten all men 
with natural light 3 a little before it is, 
them whom he doth inlighten ; it is (ome. 
way, even what he imagines, wherein 
he contradids himſelf; but what way 
he knows not : The Vulture's eye hath 
not ſeen the way thereof, neither can 
the natural man receive the things of 
the Spirit of God : To-be ſure the Au | 
thor of that Book hath not attained to 
A: B. C.mn the way of Chriſtianity, as 
is manifeſt by his dark concluſion, #hat C 
Chriſt the Light within men, is a natu- 
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ral Þ ight. | mw £ 
Let all the wiſe in heart judge how ( 


unlikely the Author of that Book is 
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fo ſhew the way of God , who is (o 
far out of itz not knowing the out- 
goings of the Lord God whois Light, 


| whoſe outgoings were from everlaſting 


to everlaſting, norſd much as the firſt 
principle of the Oracle of God, which 
1s Light z and therefore he hath not 
ſpoken as the Oracle of God :' And 
therefore in ſaying he would ſhew the 
method and way of Ged, he hath ma- 
nifeſtly declared his Ignorance and pre. 
ſumption : ' But ſuch unlearned men as 
he is undertake to judge the Quakers 


1 foundation for error ; and after they 


have done, they are to ſeek what it 18: 
But let him or any who are of his mind 
prove if they can, that ever any Qua- 
kers in their Writings have ſaid , That 
it was by the leading of a natural [ ight 
without , or with outward Teaching, by 
which ever any one true Chriſtian was 
made... No, no,.we do know that 
Chriſt the true Light that Lighteneth 
man that comes into the World, doth it 
with a ſupernatural and Divine Light 
(wherein they that believe and wait, 
upon God , receive Spirit , Life and 

X 2 Power 
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Power to become Sons of God.) And 
that he both hath and can by the power- 
ful drawings thereof, bring them (who 
wait in the manifeſtation thereof in 
themſelves) into the true Chriſtianity; 


And that the outward Teſtimony or de- . 


claration that was, or is given fofth 


unto the Sons and Daughters of men 


from the immediate motion and flow- 
ings forth of the Spirit of Truth; had 
and hath this effe&, even to bring into 
this name, the Light of Chriſt within, 


and from Satans power unto God, vhat 


the teaching of God within, as well as 
without , by them who (peak as his 
Oracle, might be cfietual toguide imo 
Chriſtianity : And that the powerful 
drawings of the bleſſed Light of Chriſt 
within, hath been the only motive'tb 
move many to con(ider their- ways ahd 
to turn at the reproofs thereof into the 
ſtraight and narrow way that leads un 
to the life of Chriſtianity. | 

But I do ask a queſtion concerning 
the Gentiles, that both were and art 
without an outward written Law, 
ſince they muſt be judged without ay 

uc 
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ſuch Laws; for tranſgreffing of what 
Law muſt they be judged? it cannot 
be denyed but that God hath given 
them a Law to walk by, and that it is 
for the tranſprefſion thereof that they 
come under condemnation , and muſt 
be judged. Before this queftion be 
anſwered in Truth , that Gofpel muſt 
be known that 1s preached in every 
creature which 1s under Heaven. 

Page 37. The Author faith, we that 
have the DoFfrine of Chrift and his A- 
poftles brought down to us in the Scrig- 
tures, may according to Scripture Dia- 
kg, be ſaid to have Chrift and his Apo- 
les as truly as it was ſaid of the Jews 
in owr Saviours days on Earth, that they 
bad Moſes and the Prophets 3 for it was 
by having in the Scriptures what they ſaid 
and did , that they were ſaid to have 
them 5; and by bearing and believing the 
deviptures of the New Teftament, we may 
as well be ſaid to hear and believe Chriſt 
end his Apoſtles, 8c. | 

Anſwer, That eyer ſuch a ſtranger 
to Chriſtianity ſhould be ſo impugene 
as to ay, I will fhew 50u the method and 

N 3 way 
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way of God, that doth not know him> 
ſelf one ſtep therein, as appears by his 


dark arguing. The Jews had the wri- 
ting of Moſes and the Prophets, and na. 


queſtion but they did believe them to 
be ſo; but what did they profit by 
them? when out of that Faith and 
Spirit through which they are profi- 
table, they did teſtifie of Chriſt, and 
were a witneſs to the righteouſneſs of 
God,as fatth the Apoſtle;zwhen by them 
they judged Chriſt ought to die, Chriſt 
did ſend the hard-hearted Jews wha 
went about to kill him, to Moſes and 
. the Prophets ; ſaying, Joh. 5. 39, 40, 
Search the Scriptures, for in them ye 
think ye have eternal Life, and they are 
they which teftifie of me and ye will wt 
come to me that ye may have life : And 
mind what the Apoſtle ſaith, Ro-e.3.12, 
But now the righteouſneſs of God without 
the Law is manifeſted , being witneſſed 
hy the. Law and the Prophets ; which 
righteouſneſs the ſaid Jews did ngt 
know, though- they had-heard what 
Moſes and the Prophets ſaid of it : But 


mind the cauſe of their not hearing ſo | 
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as to underſtand, Neh. g. 20. Thou gaveſt 
alſo thy good Spirit to in{FruFF them, but 
the cauſe of their blindneſs was even 
their rebellion againſt Gods Spirit : 
And Stephen faid to the Jews AGs 7-51: 
Te ftif-mecked and uncircumciſed in 
heart and ears, ye do always refit the 
Holy Ghoit; as your Fathers did, ſo do 
ye< Soit's very clear, though the Jews 
had Moſes and the Prophets writings, yet 
by not taking heed to the Inſtruction 
of Gods Spirit in them, they were with- 
out the knowledge of them; and thus 
it is with the generality of thoſe called 
Chriſtians, they have ſome of the wri- 
tings which gives a relation of Gods 
great love to the World in his heavenly 
and powerful gift of his holy Spirit ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh to bruiſe the Serpents 
head,and to deſtroy the Devils works : 
But by difeſteeming the bleſſed” ap- 
pearance of the Light of the Spirit of 
Chriſt inman, as the Author of. that 
Book doth in calling it 'a »atwral Þ 3zht; 
being thus in unblief, their foohſh. 
hearts are darkned:Sothough they have 


| the New Teſtament , as it is called 
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by many that do-noet know the. Law 
and the Teſtimony, though they: have 
ſome part of what was writ concerning 
Chriſt the Way , Truth and Life of 
Chriſtianity: Yet by their quenching 
and grieving the immediate motions of 
Gocls boly Spirit in them, they are as 
clearly void of the knowledge of the 
end and tendency of Gods great love 
in and by the motion of his holy Spirit, 
that gaveforth thoſe writings with the 
ſeveraj bleſſed. Teſtimonies therem, 
even as the hard-hearted Jews were of 
the Law and the Prophets when they 
were in the gainſaying and rebellion 
againſt Gods holy Spirit, But ſuch 
kind. of ſmooth teaching, as .the Au- 
thor of that Book, who 1s unlearned in 
the bleſſed Teaching of the Spirit of 
- Truth, is very pleaſant to unlearned 
people in the things of God ; but the 
Scripture is fulfilled 1n- many of them, 
AGZs 13. 41. Behold ye deſpiſers, and 
 wonaer aud periſh, for I work « work is 

your days, a work which you ſhall in no 
wiſe believe, though a waz declare it uns 
fo you oy Ml 
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. So it's very ckar, and that ina true 
ſenſe,that people may have the writings 
and not have Chriſt nor his Apoſt! 
neither be in their Define; but in 
lieu thereofthey nmy have the Spirit of 
Antichriſt, and Dodrine of Antichriſt, 
and the ravening Woolves nature, 
though they may have the Sheeps 
clothing. EO 

Firs, The Scriptures we muſt needs 
highly own, in that they refer us to 

(and exalt) Chriſt and his immediate 
teaching of his Divine Light and Spi- 
rit within, as being ſubſervient thereto, 
where they are received therein, 

But fince a great part of the work 
of the Author of that Book is to main- 
tain the Scriptures, being a rule of 
Faith and Practice ; and to rome the 

ing with- 
out the Scriptures, or its immediate 
teaching now adays, without ſome outs 
ward teaching, 

I do ask whether the Authority be 
in the Spirit that ſpoke the words , or 
in the words when ſpoken or written? 
if none can deny but the hy + 
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both was and is in the Spirit : And 
Iſgiah by the ſame Authority of Gods 
bleſſed Spirit, he can work a ſaving 
change in people, either with or with- 
out what is written; therefore it is a 
high degree of preſumption in going 
about to limit the bleſſed holy Spirit of 
God ,- as the Author of that Book 
doth. > EO 
But what Authority or effe& had the 
true Prophets words in the- falſe Pro- 
phets- mouths; this ſad effet, they 
ſtole away the hearts of people from 
the living fountain, and put them upon 
a vain:Jabourin making broken Ciſterns 
that could hold no water. - 
And what authority , profit or ad- 
vantage have the'true Miniſters and 
Apoſtles of Chriſts words now in the 
falſe Teachers mouths, with their mean- 
ingupon them : Even this ſad and la- 
mentable effe& ; they thereby ſteal a- 
way whe hearts of people from the ſenſe 
of the immediate motion of Gods holy 
S$piritin them, and to gainſay its power- 
ful teachings; and the univerſal love 
of God inthe moving of his univerſal 
+2 "  haly 
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koly. Spirit-through all the World, in 
its convincing and reproving the World 
of fin, &c. And then to ſet them upon 


vain aud unprofitable ſervice : Firſt, 


having turned their hearts and minds 
out of the way that the holy Spirit of 
Truth leads in, and then ſet them upon 
a vain labour and travail in ſeeking, 
but never finding ; till at length they 
conclude with the Devils Do@rine,that 
there is no way out ofa body of fin 
and death on this ſide the grave: And 
ſuch flattering and deceitful Teachers 
are ina high eſteem and account among 
a flattering deceitful people. So all 
may mind, that we do not oppoſe the 


inward Teaching of the Spirit of Truth, 


to what outwardly hath been taught or 
written from the blefled motions there- 
of, or that may be taught or written 
by the motion of the ſame : But. we do 
oppoſe the true Teachings thereof, to 
the falſe Teaching of all immaginary de- 
ceitful Spirits, who under a pretence 
of love to Souls, domake Merchandize 
of them, 


And 
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And that being the great hinge on 
which his work depends, in con- 
cluding the Scriptures to be the rule 
of Faith and Practice , excluding the 
immediate Teaching of the Spirit, and 
the all-ſuffictency thereof IF do ask 
whether Faith be a fruit of the Spirit, 
or of the Scripture? or whether a true 
Chriſtians pradtice in hving peaceably, 
lovingly, juſtly, and holy, and merci- 
fully, and ina clean life and converſa- 
tion in Jong ſufference, patience, good- 
neſ3, brotherly kindneſs, ec. be a 
fruit of the bleſſed Spirit of God, or 
of the Scripture > And fince it cannot 
be denyed, but that Faith and practice 
in a true Chriſtian holy Converſation, 
is a fruit of the bleſſed Spirit, and that 
the Scriptures ſay the ſame, 

' Then are not all the gain-fayers of 
the immediate Teaching, Opperation, 
Revelation and Divine Infpiratien of 
Gods holy Spirit of Truth, | a grand 
cauſe that there is ſo little fruit of the 
Spirit brought forth in. Chriſtendom ? 
And whether that be not the eauſfe of 
fo many heaps of Seas, Notioniſts and 
ERS | Opt- 
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Opinions among them, and of fomuchk 
Pride, Luſt, Hypocrifie, Fraud, Deceit, 
Wrath, Malice, Murders, Witchcrafts, 
Sorceries, and all other abominations 
that might be mentioned , committed 
in all the World ; (the Lord gives the 
humble in heart true Judgment, but 
the proud he doth refit.) 
But in Page 42. the Author ſaith, 
Chriſt indeed or God Creator, as he is 
deſcribed in the beginning of that Chap. 
Joh. 1..9. Doth enlighten every one 
that cometh into the World , with the 
uculty of reaſon and underſtanding , by 
Joek w fe. on that es 7s - God, 
and that he is to be worſhipped, and that 
he is peateable, and the difference between 
w»:oral good and evil, in many things : 
Put however this may poſſibly be a light 
Sufficient to direF the Heathen ts as. much 
as God expe@s from them, ( if they live 
»p tot Yto whom he affords other Toby, 


yet this Natural Licht is not ſufficient 
to dire& thoſe that live under the Goſpel, 
to believe, and do what they are bouxd to 
believe, and do npon pain of Damna- 
#30, CC. ; 


An. 
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Anſwer, He hath clearly manifeſted 
his ignorance of the Goſpel, and what 
men are to be brought under that are 
made true Chriſtians, as if the Light 
of Chriſt within had not Goſpel in it, 
' or could not miniſter Goſpel: But by 
hatirig of the Light; how blind are 
they, who have (uch low thoughts of 
. thy way thereof? accounting the Light 
of Chriſt natural, yet ſufficient to d+- 
ret the Heathen as much as God ex- 
pects of them. 1; 2 , | | 

Such is the eſteem of them whom 
the God of this world hath blinded 
their minds, taking the Jew outward 
for the Jew inward, and the Chriſtian 
in ſhew, for the Chriſtian in Truth: 
And the wild Heatheniſh life and con- 
verſation of the Chriſtian in 'ſhew, 
for Chriſtianity, if they do but only in 
words own the Scriptures to be their - 
rule of faith and practice. And the 
true- Chriſtian that brings forth the 
fruits of Gods holy Spirit in life and 
converſation, and. is not aſhamed to 
confeſs to the immediate motions of it 
 Inits bleſſed leadings and teaching to 
love 
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love of God above all,and their neigh- 
bours as themſelves; and lives in true 
fear and watchfulneſs, that they may 
not grieve nor quench the immediate 
motions of Gods holy Spirit in them 
but are careful to live up to the reaſon 
and underſtanding that Chriſt hath illue 
minated or inſpired them with, and to 
eſhew the evil and to love the good, 
being ſhewed it by the Light of Chriſt 3 
and that God ought to be worſhiped in 
Spirit and Truth, and is in the perfor- 
mance thereof according to Gods will, 
confeſſing to the bleſſed holy Spirit 
of God to be the rule of Life, Faith - 
praCtice. Such a faithful and true Chri- 
ſtian as this, having ſuch an account 
to give, as is given by Edward Bur- 
rough ana William Pen of the ſufficiency 
of the pure Spirit of God, to be the 
Jndge of all matters of lite and con- 
verſation. | 

Such true Chriſtians are very ſlight- 
ly eſteemed by ſuch private immaginai 
Spirits as the Authgy of that Book 1s 
manifeſt to be of in all his works of 


darkneſsin that Book. But I had ra- 
ther . 
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ther be a Chriſtian, and though T am 
called Heathen « then to be a Hes- 
then, and yet to be called and accoun- 
ted a Chriſtian. 

In Page 6 FA 57 wor oſt » Aus+ 
ther place mnjunderſiood and miſapplyed 
by ha ;zs Joh. 16. 13. When ry Ee 


of Truth is come , he will guide you 


intoall Truth 3 which 7s not 4 promiſe 
f ſending the Spirit to guide all Chri- 
tans by _—_ "ay mm EG wt 
onife #0 his Apoitles , for they only 
_ a preſent with Gs at his 
Faſſover, &c. 
Aznſ. Indeed the immediate moti- 
ens of Gods holy Spirit, is the great 


trouble of them who follow the moti- 


ons of their own Spirit, and lives out 
of the way of the knowledge of the ho- 
ly Spirit of God, which is Light and 
Life. But I ask, in caſe people are not 
to follow Chriſt and his Apoſtles into 
the true Faith and practice of Chri- 
ftianiry, by the ignmediate motions of 
Gods holy Spirtw of Truth; by the 
motions of what Spirit are they to be 
led and guided? fince there is ſuch va- 

riety 
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riety of Seds and Opinions in the mo- 
tions of their private Spirits, which of 
them is to be followed. 
- But ſfinee the- Author hath limited 
the immediate motiotis of Gods holy 
Spirit only unto the Apoſtles : I doask 
into what Spirits motions were people 
Baptized, and led into the body of 
Chriſtianity? or are they now to be 
ted into the ſame; and how can Chri- 
ſtians have the Crown of Immortal Life 
as Paul had -in finiſhing his courſe of 
life well , and he ſaid, that was not laid 
up for him alone, but alſo for all thens 
that love the appearance of our Lord Je- 

fas ChrifF: And who can be a follower 

of him in the way, if they do not take 
hed to.the immediate motions of Gods 
holy Spirit, as he. did according to the 
meaſure and manifeſtation thergF in 

every one ?. And again, 3 
- What can ſet people free from the 
ſpirit of bondage, or from the ſpirit of 
trtor or - corruption, and deceit, and 
hypocrifiez but the immediate moti- 
ons of Gods pure holy ſpirit in them? 


= But 
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.- But ſuch is the datk work of the 
Author of that Book, even to gain- 
ſay, and limit the immediate motions 
of Gods holy Spirit, and to ſet. up the 
private (clfiſh imaginary . Spirit which 
is not 1h unity with rhe Light and Spi- 
rit of./Fr uthe: 

-.- Butifthe promiſe of Chriſt was only 
toigive that gift of the immediate mo- 
tion of Gods holy Spirit unto the Apa- 
ſtles;-then to what end did he counſel! 
the Churches :to Pray in the Spirit, 
toSing.in the Spirit, . and to perſevere 
and:go.on.1n the: Spirit, and. not tq 
quench and grieve the Spirit,and abun- 
dance more to this purpoſe in Exhore 
tations:to the Churches to fallow the 
ſpirit, and mortifie the deeds of the 
fleſh: by:the {pirit : Had not Chriſtians. 
needwto. have the immediate motions 
and help of Gods bleſſed (ptrit-in- this 
work, : and to be their rule of life and 
guide: in judgment, that all wicked 
malitious ſpirits under the cover of the 
Prophets, Chriſts and- the Apoſtles 
words, may be judged down, let all the 
wile 11 heart conlider this and lay it to 
"heart. | E 3 What 
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What a ſad tendency ſuch unprofi- 
table talkers and teaching hath, in op- 
poling the immediate motion, and 
teaching, and guiding of - Gods holy 
ſpirit; and whether ſuch Agents and 
props. in the Divels kingdom and 
power of darkneſs, be not a lett to the 
bleſſed works of the Lord ? who- ſits 
upon his Throne, and faith, behold 7 
make all things new. And whether 
ſuch dark works as are manifeſt inthat 
Book, be notthe cauſe that there are ſo 
many mockers now adays at the im+ 
mediate motions of Gods holy ſpirit, 
in and through his ſervants, - according 
to their ſeveral meaſures and ſervices 
therein? But ſuch is the work of all 
dark ſpirits, to pretend love to peoples 
ſouls : But in the dark to work againſt 
the great love and - mercy of God in 
the immediate motions of his holy and 
bleſſed ſpirit, for the bringing of ſouls 
to peace and happineſs, and everlaſting 
reſt in his heavenly gift, the which Is 
life Eternal; 

But by what hath been written, as 


before, the whole drift, ſcope and tens 
F.2 —_— 
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dency of the Authors ipirit in that 
Book may be ſeen, .where feveral par- 
ticulars might be anſwered with the 
ſame ſharp reproof; as that which is 
anſwered hath : Such works have been 
anſwered over and over again, as may 
be-ſeenat large in abundance of Books; 
but one more eſpectally I refer the 
Reader to: And that is a Book Intitled, 
The Chriſtian Quaker and his Divine 
- pb vindicated; &c. By George 
hitehead and William Per: And 
though the Author of that Book nath 
concealed his Name, and covered his 
fpirit of Error with ſmooth words ſtolen 
out of the Scriptures, yet by the hght 
of Chriſt Jeſus he 1s ſeen clearly,though 
he calls that Light Natural , and like 
a fooliſh builder hath built without 
the Corner-ſtone : By the Light of 
Chriſt his building 1s ſeen to be raiſed 
from no other foundation and ground, 
but meer imaginations : And that it 
muſt be caſt down into the pit of dark- 

neſs out of which it was raiſed, | 
_ So though he may complain, as he 
doth mm the beginning of his _ 

0 


above the wozks of Darkneſs. 235 


of the entertainment others have had 
in the like endeavours: Yet unto the 
Truth and wiſdom of God in all who 
have not loſt the (ſenſe of his holy ſpi- 
rit from them, I do appeal whether this 
be not an entertainment according to 
Fruth. ' 

And though ke hath pretended his 
work to be inlove to ſouls; yet it is 
manifeſt in the Light of Chriſt, to have 
this tendency ;| even 'to deprive ſoul 
of the infinite benefit of the ſenſe anc 
injo\ment of the immediate motions 
of Gods holy ſpirit, and to make void 
their Teſtimonies who are-planted into 
the ſarhe * But to prevent the Enemies 
works; is this written in love to Truth 
| and Righteouſneſs, and all people who 
deſire after the ſame.” . 


wants in Surrey 
'the latter end of the 
zth. Munth, 1677: | BO 
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4 T Pins againſt the 
Worlds vain Mirth 


and Paſtimes, &Cc. 

'P. 
'Þ ſpiration of the Almighty giving 
them underſtanding 3 that in 


reading the Scriptures of Truth (the 
Holy-mens Teſtimonies) they may be 
underſtood, and deliverance witneſſed 
from them who wreſt them to their 
own deſtruction. 

There is indeed atime for all things, 
as ſaid Jolomon, who in that wiſdom 
given him, knew that God created 
man upright, but man found out many 
Inventions : And all that Mirth where- 
by Gods Tighteous ſpirit 18 grieved, 
they who live in it; they increaſe 
thetr own ſorrow. 


/ 


Leſſed are they who feel the In- 


The 
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; The Rejoycing and Melody which 
Pavid had in his heart to the Lord 
who gave him power over his foes, 
Pſal. 30.' And girded him with gladneſs: 
But what 1s this to them who are over- 
come with their foes, -the luſt of'.the 
eye, the luſt of the fleſh and pride of 
life: All ſuch have not a true know- 
ledge of that joy and melody: which 
David witneſſed, as being girded with 
gladneſs by the Lord; who ſaid,4y ſoul 
and all that is in me praiſe the Lord, 
and let every thing that hath breath 
praiſe the Lord: And figuratively he 
makes mention of outward Inſtruments; 
all which are but Types in'compariſon 
of that heart. that is prepared and put 
into a right frame,even asa well Tuned 
Inſtrument to makeMelody to the praiſe 
and honour of God (this 1s the ſub- 
ſtance_) ſhewed forth by holy peoples 
praiſes to the Lord for his work of delt- 
yerance; as 1s recorded in the Scriptures 
of Truth : When the Children of Trae! 
were delivered, and their foes deſtroy- 
ed: Then ſang Moſes and the Chil- 
dren of [{rae]: (and this was the ſub- 
Y 4 [tance 
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ſtance, the Lord ſhall reign for ever and 
ever:) And Miriam with the women 
went out with Timbrels and Dances in 
a Heavenly Mclody unto the Lord who 
had delivered them. 
But the wicked and proud who 
hate to be reformed, they have .no- 
thing to do to take the name '-of: the 
Lord in their mouths: And none but 
wicked Inſtruments dare bring thoſe 
Scriptures .to ſtir youth up to be Pro- 
digals,: and to ſpend their :Portion of 
precious time inTiatous living in keep- 
ing company with ſome who wallow 
in pride and idleneſs Sodoms fins; and 
except ſuch Prodigals -do turn whilſt 
the door. of mercy doth. open , and 
they find a-reception into the Fathers 
houſe, by a trueunfeigned repentance; 
- they ſhall never witneſs that Melody 
or Muſick ( whereby the Soul is made 
to leap for joy, ). which. the Prodigal 
obtained through a true repentancs, 
and returned to-his Fathers houſe; he 
had not that Muſick and Melody among 
the Harlots, nor when he kept Swine 3 
mind that, ſee the generation of the 
OP bo wicked 
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wicked, Job. 21. 11. They ſend forth 
their little ones like a flock, and their 
Children Dance © They take the Timbrel 
and Harp, and rejoyce in the ſound of 
the Organ: They ſpend their dayes in 
IWealth, and in a moment go down to the 
grave © Therefore they ſay uaito God, den 
part from- us, .we deſire not the know- 
ledge of thy wayes : W.hat is the Almigh- 
ty. that we ſhould ſerve him, &c. See 
here you wicked generation of proud 
prophane perions,” who (ttr up the luſt 
of the eye, the Juſt of the fleth, and 
the pride of Jife one in- another, by 
your light frothy behaviours in your 
wicked -Inyentions. Oh for ſhame do 
not go about to cover Jour evil works 
by the inſtigation of wicked Inſtru- 
ments, who wreſtthe holy mens words ; 
which if perſiſted in, will be to their de- 
ſtrations, and of all them that follow 
them therein. See what the Prophet 
Amos pronounced to them that chant 
to the Viol, &c. And are at ceaſe, wo 
to them, Amos 6. f BI | 
!» And concerning compariſons in the 
found of Inſtruments, being certain or 
Ps OE $1 © uncertain 
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uncertainz this makes not at all for 

our purpoſe who extol that Muſick 

y which the Lord is diſhonoured, and 
the ſeed of life grieved and burdened, 
ſo for ſhame Teave off your lightneſs 
and vanity, leaſt you be left as them 
who are filthy to be filthy (till, and you 
ſeek repentance,as Eſau did with tears, 
and cannot find acceptance. 

And ſee the effefts of wicked Dan- 
cing, Mat. 14. 6, 7. But when Herod's 
birth-day was hept , the Daughter of 
| Herodias danced before them > Now 
read and ſee what effects her brave 
Dancing procured; weigh theſe things 
you that have Children that are Light 
- and Airy, and reſtrain them from that 
wicked practice, leaſt they add (in un- 
toſin, and bring woe upon them, as 
you may ſee Herodias Daughter , who 
added one wickedneſs unto another. 


by tephen $; wh - 
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To al! Biſhops and Priefts, and all 
concerned with them in a Book 
intunaled, A form of Common 
Prayer, for Gods bleſſing up- 
on His Majeſty and His Do- 


mintons, and for the averting 


Gods Judgments, Printed this 


year 1678, 
A* nally ſhewen his great diſplea- 
ſure by Sword , by Plague, 
and by Fire, againſt that oppoſite ſpirit 
that hath led into all rebellion againſt 
the motions of his holy ſpirit, where- 
in he is making known his way of 
bleſſing, and his ſaving health among 
the people : Yet for his great name 
ſake, and in his love, mercy and 
pity, he did put a ſtop to thoſe Judge- 
ments, and hath given ſpace and __ 
mT p - 


Nſwer, The Lord God hath ſig- 


— 
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of repentance; and through many: 
faithful Servants hath the Lord mani- 
feſted his good pleaſure, that all who 
are erred from the way of bleſſing in 
life and peace, that they might return 
nnto' him-and wait upon' him who is 
Lord of: Heaven and Earth, for his 
teachings and inſtructions in- his holy 
Covenant of Life and Peace': But how 
regardleſs have you been of the many 
and frequent Teftimonics that have 
been kaithfully in the 'moving of Gods 
holy ſpirit of Truth, given forth againft 
the ſwelling and groaning abominati- 
ons of the times? So that inſtead of 
hearkning and dbeying the motions of 
Gods holy ſpirit, you have proceeded 
in vexing and grievin the ſame in a 
moſt high degree; 'yo oh have abuſed 
the Servants of the Lord God - And 
through your pride 'znd preſumption 
you have drawn the heavy diſpleaſure 
of the Lord upon you, whoſe dreadfut 
judgrnents do hang over you ; and will 
not be averted or turned from you by 


any feigned ſhew of faſting made up in 


the will of man, 'contraty to the good 
will, mind and pleaſure of God. In 
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In that which is called the order for 
Morning Prayer,are theſe words 3 Rent 
your hearts and not your garments, and 
turn unto the Lord your God, for he is 
| grations and mertiful, &e. | 
Anſwer, To them that do in Truth 
ahd in unfeigned reperitance open their 
hearts unto him, with a faithful refigna- 
tion of heart, ſonland body unto the 
pure manifeſtation of his holy Law of 
His pure ſpirit of life 3 anto ſuch he hath 
ſhewn himſelf very gracious and mer- 
citul,m ſettihg ther tree from the Law 
of (in and death : But how often do yon 
repeat thoſe words, and yet keep your 
hearts whole in the friendthip of the, 
World; in the luſt of the eye, the luſt 
of the fleſh, and pride of life; you. 
have beet! ſo far from renting your 
hearts, that you have not ſo mach as 
rent your garrffenrs ; are not the gar- 
ments of your own rightcouſneſs(which 
15 no better then filthy rags) whole up- 
en you; and in that loathſom-garment 
you appearing before the Lord ,, who 
ſeeing your loathſomneſs and hypo- 
criſte in 1mputing the rightecnſnefs of 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt unto you, whilſt you are really 
and truly whole in your leaililome gar- 
ments of your own rignteouinels ; 
where the righteous judge both of the 
quick and the dead, beholding you as 
you are 1n your loathlome garments, 
he will never agree with you in your 
accounts,-, whilſt you account fo falſly 
_ of your Intereſt in the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, and yet whole 1n the garments 
of fin and iniquity ;. doing the things 
you ſhould not do, and leaving un- 
done the things you ſhould do; would 
you when you reckon with your Ser- 
vants agree with theinin ſuch account, 
and allow of their doing fo all their life, 
and leave them to - account of 'your 
richesz and that you are bound to 
've it them; ſure its time to be aryake- 

ned from this miſery -of ignorance: 

-And take notice of your following 

words, Though we have rebelled againſt 
him, neither have we obeyed the woice of 

the Lord our God, to walk in his Laws 
which he ſet before us. (Now mind) was 
ever your hearts rent from this condis 
tio2; do not you perliſt in your re- 
bellion 
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bellionand ſo grieve Gods holy ſpirit, 
in keeping your. heart Whole, in 
perſecuting them who are led by it: 
Are not the Prieſts whole in their fin of 
preaching tor Hire and for filthy lucre 
ſake, they tell lyesin Hypocrifje, pro- 
miſing that to people, which neither 
they nor the people have right unto, 
whilſt they are Servants to fin : Come 
down from theſe barren mountains of 
imaginations, and rent off theſe filthy 
garments, and rent your hearts from 
theſsevils, and follow the example of 
them who are really 1n this work, and 
from the Lords, acceptance have found 
him gracious and merciful, and in the 
righteous government of his holy ſpirit 
of Truth, the knowledge of his way of 
Truth is known in this World , and in 
walking therein there is that hope ma- 
nifeſt by Chriſtsrighteouſnefs 1n us, - of 
| having Eternal life with him in that 
J World which is without end. 
= And you ſay , Dearly beloved Bre- 
thren, the Scripture moveth us in ſundry 
places, to acknowledge and confeſs our 
manifold ſins and wickedneſs. and that 


we 


350 A concluſive [Poftſctipt 

we . ſhauld not difſet»ble and cloak thews 
before the face of Almighty God our hea- 
wenly Father, but confeſs them with an 


bumble, lowly » penitent and obedient 


heart, &e. 
"toe wer, Here you acknoiviedgs 


yourſe elves to be falfen from the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians guide, and moreover, 
in the ſervice and work of the Lord 
they did ſpeak as they were moved by 
Gods holy ſpirit,” and did declare the 
pleaſure and will of God as that gave 
utterance 3 and by his holy ſpitit they 
were made Miniſters, not covetihg any 
mans Silver or Gold, or Apparel, nor 
they did not move for any filthy Jucre 
ſake ; but how have you erred and 


ſtrayed from this way, being Ioſt as 


to a true and ſaving knowledge of the 
motions of Gods holy ſpirit : Arid itt 
this loſt Eſtate every private fpiritis ſet 
| a work, and imaginations dreanis do 
tell their ſeveral conceivings of what 
was given forth by the moving of Gods 
holy ſpirit; but having erred from the 
way of the ſpirit of God , and being 


ſtrangers thereunto , they are alio 
| [trangers 
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ſtrangers to what was given forth by the Spi- 
rit of God; thus being in error , they don't 
know the Scriptures nor the power of God: 
And thus being (become ſtrangers to themoti» 
on of the true Chriftian Spirit, in the Worlds 
earth]y ſenſual Spirit'they move, ant ſay, 'the 
Seriprure moveth, and under this cover 'you 

can diſſemble and cloak your fins, cloaking 
your ſelves under the failings of the holy men 

of God, as'they are recorded in*the Scriptures 
of Truth, but ate far enough off their ſorxow 
and repentance by which they obtained favout 
with God again; And:thus you go on cloak- 
ing your fins,and oppoſing che motions ofGods 
holy Spirit , under a pretence of the 'Scrip-' 
ture 'moveth us; and under this cover you 

can diſſemble: your fins in perſecuting and 

| ſpoiling che Goods of themm*who have truly 

reſtified of the motions of Gods holy Spirit in 

them, againſt all the evil motions of theene= 
my in all his flattering deceitful works and 
waycs ! And-to this motion of Gods holy 

Spirit you muſt bow if ever you come to know 

the way of Truth, you-muſt come te the nio- 

ving of the Spirit of Truth in you, even that 

Spirit which reproves the World of fin-, the 

which Chriſt Jeſus ſet up to be a leader and a 

guide into all Truth : Tn this Spirit the Lord 

Godis to be worſhipped, it's this Spirit that 

convinceth of ſin, that is the way out of ſin, 
th is it which moves-in the heart againſt _ 

& an 
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and (o to confeſs and acknowledge fin, and ſo 
to repent and forſake fin, and this is the way 
to obtain mercy and forgiveneſs of fin: And 
by its leading and guiding to abſiain from the 
- appearance of evil, unto this Spirit of Truth. 


you muſt bow, and take it for your leader, if _ 


ever you come truly to call God Father , and 
he owns you to be his Sons: | | 

In: your Confeſhon you ſay , Almighty and 
moſt merciful Father, we bave erred and ſtrayed 
frow thy wayes lihs leſt ſheep 3 we have followed 


#20 wich the devices and defires of our own hearts, 


we have offended againſt thy holy Laws, we have 
left undone thoſe things which we ought to have 
done, and there is no health in'us, &, 

| _ Anſwer, And when do you intend to do 
otherwiſe, ſince you have appointed this form 
of words to be always faid. Oh turn for ſhame 
unto the true Spepherd and Biſhop of your 
Soul 3 and don't come fiilt with this ſad un- 
profitable fiory before the Lord, (Mind) if a 
man offend againſt the Laws of the Nation, 
if it be but once he is lyable to the puniſhmenc 
that is preſcribed by that Law, orif a Servant 
ſhould but oncedo the thing he ſhould not do, 


and leave undone the things he ſhould do, this 


would incurr his Maſters diſpleaſure 3 but ifhe 
ſhould continue doing ſo, he would turn him 


out of his ſervice and account of him as he is ati 


unprofitable Servant ; How then can you cx- 


pect to be heard and reccived of the Lord, who 
| — are - 


PP 
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arealwayes doing that you ſhould not do, and 
leaving undone that you ſhould do you may 
well fay you have no health inyou , neither 
are you like to have , fo long as you continue 
in theſe fad practices: And in that you do 
offend Gods righteous Law , how can you ex- 
ped but to be puniſhed by the righteous Judge? 
Indeed you have done that which you ought 
not to have done, in that you have cauſed to 
ſuffer ſo many innocent people, both by long 
Impriſonment, and ſpoiling of their Goods 3 
in that you haveſhewn no more mercy to them, 
how can you expe to receive mercy at the 
hand of God, ſeeing thoſe ſufferers have been 
a people fearing God, and hoping for his mercy 
in whom the Lord takes pleaſure , and in his 
pleaſure he hath ſuſtained them, wherein many 
have been faithful and true witnefſes, where- 
of many havedeparted this World under their 
ſeveral confinements in peace; and many re= 
mains living to this day confeſfing and teſtis 
fying to the mercies and fayour of God in the 
manifeſtation of the Law of the Spirit of Life 
in Chriſt Jeſus, which ſets free them who walk 
up to it from the Law of fin and death ; And 
that there is great peace in kceping this holy 
Law, this hath been, and is the Teſtimony of 
them who are, and have been led by the Spirit 
of Truth , witneſſing unto the Way , Truth 
and Life , the way of peace and: happineſs: 
And thus in the good will of God in. good 
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Will ro all mankind, in patient ſuffering under 
your wills who have followed too much the 
devices and defires of your own hearts, and 
thereby having rejeqed the counce! of the 
Spirit of Truth, you haye provoked the 
Lord, as you ſay in-theſe- words :: We have pro- 
voked thine anger, thy wrath ix waxed hot, and 
thy beavy diſpleaſure is ſore: kindled againſt us, 
You have confeſſed to the Truth \,, and when 
you come to feel the weight of your many 
_ tranſgreſſions againſt Gods holy Law,then you 
will wiſh you had been ſerious, in what you 
have ſaid,. and -that you had broken off your 
fins by a true and unfeigned repentance : And 
for this end hath. Gods holy Spirit ſtrove with 
you many wayes3 but ſee by your own con- 
fc{l1on how evilly you have requited this Jove, 
- Your words are, We ſinful people of this Jand 
. do acknowledge before thee, to thy glory and.our 
own ſhame and confuſion, that never any Nation 
ander Heaven bad more experience of all thc in» 
ſtances of thy goodneſs, and the methads of out 
amendment; 'nor yet did ever any more ſhamful- 
. iy abuſe them, when thou gaveſt. us great and 
long proſperities, we ſed our ſelves jo the full, 
waxed fat and wanton, and kicked.againft thee , 
when $bo#u threweſt us into horrid confuſious, 
from which we ſaw then little hepe of ariſing, 
even in the time of that diftrgſs did we treſpaſs yet 
more againſt thee, when by miracles of mercy thou 
24h truecd. our captivuies , we ſoon returned 
| | #0 
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to folly, to our vomit, and to our wallowing in 
our former or greater filthineſ#, &c. © 
+ Anſwer, This isa very ſad miſerable condi- 
tion indeed, much to be lamented; you had 
need confider it and be in Truth humbled for 
it; .and to forſake that evil Spirit that hath 
; been your leader in thoſe horrid practices, and 
to wait--upon the Lord for the leading and. 
guiding of you out* of thoſe evils, that you 
may have a better account to give unto the 
Lord in the day of account, .as Hezekiab had 
when the Prophet Iſaiah was fent unto him 
with this Meſſage fram the -Lord : Saying, 
Thrs ſaith the Lord, 'ſetthine bouſe in order for 
thou ſhalt die aud not live ; then Hezekiah tur- 
ed bis face toward the wall an1 prayed unto the 
Lord 3 and ſaid, remember now O Lord I be- 
ſeech thee, .bow 1 have walked before in Truth, 
#nd with a perfet heart; and have done that 
which is good.ig thy fight, and Aerckiah 'wept 
fore, And the Lord heard his prayers, and ſee- 
ing his tears, he was very gratious and mer- 
ciftu] untohim,: as you may read : Now com- 
pare his confeſſion_ with your confeffforr; and 
fecing you have no better account to give, 
you may well be aſhamed and. confounded at 
the thoughts of what acceptance you can 
think to have, and reward at thehand of the 
Lord. | j; Lb 
| And youſay theſe words , The Communion 
Service, the Prieft ſtanding at the Lords Table 
Jhall ſay : Our Father, &c. "2 
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ung mer Here you manifeſt your ſelves as 
deep in th 2 appottaſic from the Communion 
and the .ords Table, as they were in, who 
put Lisrt +>x Darkneſs, ( and Darkneſs for 
Light > You here plainly ſhew from whence 
you had your Ordination and Learning; the 
leati in the $coo21 of Chriſt that hath learned 
| of him, ncither Shepherds or Fiſh-rmen, ſees 
over the J2+k works. It's but in vain foryou to 
think to :PaKE this ſervice paſ5s;no,that Dark« 
neſs is muc? vaaguiſhed by the the breaking 
forth o trhe Light of Chrift out of Darkneſs, 
by which the Table ot God, and the Table of 
Deviis is known, and the Cup of God, and 
rhe Cup of the Devihand at the Table of God, 
and with the Cup of God , many chirſting 
Souls are fatisfed, and do truly bleſs and praile 
the Lord, knowing that we cannot partake of 
che Table of God, and the Table of Devils, 
or of the Cup of God and of the Cup of De- 
vils; and therefore are fully ſatisfied at the 
Table of God and with the bleſſing 3 and here- 
in do bleſs the Lord who hath led many from, 
the North, South, Eaft and Weſt by his good. 
Spirit hercunto : And thus being led by his 
holy Spirit, we can truly ſay, our Father who 
doth feed us in all our tryals and affliions 
with his bread of Life, and nouriſh us with his 
Cup of Bleſſing; to him be praiſe and honour 
for ever. 
Oh Nation of England, how wonderful. 
| kind 
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kind hath the Lord been unto thee, in ſend- 
ing his Servants with warning after warning z 
even warning thee to break off thy ſins by a 
true repentance? And in that Fall that is ac> 
ceptable unro him, that thee mighteft have 
been found in turning from the evil of thy do> 
ings, and in anſwering the Lords juſt requie }. 
rings, in doing juftly, and walking humbly, 
and ſhewing mercy in remembring the meck, 
and them who fear the Lord, in whom the. 
Lord takes pleaſure, and in renting of your 
falſe coverings, and have put off your loath- 
fome clothing, the which you confeſs you are 
unders and to have rent your hearts in deed 
and in truth, and to have abſiained from the 
appearance of Evi), and to have let the o 
prefled go free : Had you choſen this Faft,and 
truly turned to the Lord, and in ſimplicity 
to have waited upon him, to have known his 
mind and pleaſure in his fore and grievous and 
never to be forgotten Judgments, with which 
he did vifit you, by Sword, by Plague, and 
by Fire: (Oh how can you eafily paſs over 
the remembrance thereof.) If I ſay you had 
conſidered your ways, and by abſtaining from 
| the appearances of evil, you had truly turned 
unto the Lord 3 you might then have expected 
tohave found favour of him, and in his coun- 
ſc] and wiſdom you might have been dire&ed 
to have been eſftabliſht in the fear of the Lord, 
and in his righteous way to have been con- 
firmed; 


2338 Aconclilive Bolkctipt; 8c. 
firmed; and under the covering of the work 
_ of his righteous Spirit yougmight have been 

preſerved, 3s you pray in thete. words; From 


#ll evil andmiſchief; from fin, from the crafts 
and ofſanlts of the Devil, and from” thy wrath, 
and from everloſting damnation, good Lord de- 
"ES. [4 RTHNNSS : 
; But turn vnto your confeſſion, and take a 
view of it,” and ſee how thore you have come 
of this Faft, the which is'- well pleaſing unto: - 
the Lord 3: and how inficad 'of waiting upon 
the Lord to khow his way made Known in the 
Earth ; you have gorie ' on in. your way of 
grieving and-vexing his good Spirit, 'and pro 
voking the Lotd God againft you. But what 
will be the end thereot 7 


The 4th. day of the'zd, ©" © | 
Fs | Stepher: Smith, 
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